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They came from all over the state to talk , to listen, and to plan. 

Leaders in 15 Counties 
Meet to Plan Bloc Vote 
Mobile, Montgomery Absent 

BY JOHN KLEIN 

SELMA--A Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence effort to bring together a powerful bloc of Negro 
votes in Alabama began to bear trult this week. 

About 150 Negro leaders representing 19 Alabama counties and several ciUes 
crowded into the st. Paul's CME Church here last Saturday for a four-hour meet
ing ending with the election of officers for the new state organization. 

This was not the tirst meeting SCLC had called to bring local Negro voter or
ganizaUons together, but 11 was the most impreSSive. 

Fifteen Black Belt counties were represented. They formed a band stretching 
across south Alabama from border to border--Autauga, Barbour, Bullock, Choc
taw, Clarke, crenshaw, Dallas, Greene, Hale, Henry, Marengo, Perry, Pike, SUm
ter, and Wllcox. 

There were representatives from 
Anniston in Calhoun county and from 
heavlly-populated Talladega County. 

Birmingham and Bessemer in Jeffer
son county, where more than 50,000 Ne
groes are now registered to vote, were 
both represented. 

In all, the Negro leaders assembled 
here last saturday claim 120,000 to 
130,000 registered Negro voters in the 
counties they represent. They will all 
be ellglble to vote in the May 3 Demo
cratic primary. 

But Montgomery and MOOUe, the two 
biggest pockets of Negro voting strength 
outside Birmingham, were not repre
sented, although SCLC officials had 
gone In person to ask Negro leaders 
there to join the new organization. 

And Birmingham attorney Orull Bil
lingsley Jr., chalrman of the state-wide 
Alabama Democratic Conference Inc., 
was conspicuous by his absence. 

"I talked to Patton (John Patton, head 
of NAACP voter registration), SCLC 
Hosea WUllams of SCLC. "Patton's 
answer was, 'We've alreacty got a state
wide organization.' " 

Mayor Dear Leads 
Voting in Anniston 

ANNISTON--Mayor Claude Dear and 
Joe Rutledge will face each other in a 
run-off for the mayor's attlce TUesday, 
March 22. 

The two finished first and second in 
the city Democratic primary TUesday. 
Voting was heavy, and the Negro vote 
was a big Influence, according to most 
candidates. 

But the Rev. Edward Gardner, exe-
James Gardner and Herbert Morgan 

cuUve vice presIdent of the Alabama 
will be in the run-off tor tinance com

Christian Movement for Human Rlghts, 
missioner, while W. S, (Bill) Weatherly 

hinted that Bllllngsley didn't speak for 
was nominated th .. new public safety 

Birmingham, 
commisSioner. 

"We have a tremendous following 
there, and we are the ones who control 
a lot of minds in Birmingham ,It he saId. 
"I like everything you're carrying on, 
and I'm going back to Birmingham and 
argue for it." 

W. H. (Blll) DI( kprson, the only Negro 
in the race, lost hi" I'lecUon for Demo
cratic committeemJn by about 30 votes. 

He lost to Charlie Johnson and Fred 
Vann. 

In Barbour County, 

'If Elected I Promise' 
BY MARY E LLEN GALE 

EU FA ULA -- "We're 
really making history," 
said the Rev. G. H, Cos
sey, co-chairman of the 
newly - formed Barbour 
County Political A ssocia
tion. "There's been noth
ing like it in the last 100 
years." 

Then he looked a IItUe wistfully 
around the dimly-lit auditorium of. the 
Eufaula Baptist Academy. 

Outside, raln beat against the win
dows. Inside, there were about30 peo
pie sitting in the chairs llned up facing 
the stage. They looked wet but expec
tant. 

They didn' t look Ilke revolutionaries. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Cossey told them, 

that's what they were. They were at
tending the klck-ot! rally last week for 
Barbour county's Negro candidates. 
The candidates are the first Negroes 
in so many elections that nobody there 
was old enough to know how many. 

Mr. Cossey read off the names of the 
13 Negro candidates for 14 offices (one 
man is running for two pos1tlons) whlle 
nine candidates took their seats on
stage. 

"We'd Uke to know what you're going 
to do In attice so we'll know whether we 
want you In there," Mr. Cossey told 
them. 

"If I'm elected county shertlf," said 
Wesley MCNear, a slender, soft-spoken 
young man, "I can promise you one 
thing for the benefit of everyone, white 
and Negro--law and order and Justice 
for all." 

But like most poUticians, even brand
new ones, once he got to promiSing, he 
wasn't satisfied with one thing, So he 
promised a second thing, 

"We'll have equal employment in the 
sheriff'S attlee," McNear said. "It'll 
be halt white and half Negro. We'll 
work together to make B arbour the best 

(CCNTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 5) 

Huntsville Poverty Vote 
Called Highest in Nation 

BY ROBERT E .  SMITH 

HUNTSVILLE --The percentage of poor people who voted in the anti-poverty 
program election here is the large st in the nation, according to officials in 
Washington. 

Jerry Hornsby, administrator of Madison County's Community Action Pro
gram, said 2,500 persons in poor neighborhoods voted last week for members 
of the hi-racial community action committee and the policy advisory group. 

This represents 14.8 per cent of the estimated number of poor people--folks 
with less than $3,000 a year income , according to the government--in the coun
ty as of the 1960 census. 

The federal Office of Economic Opportunity said the response in Madison 
County was three times that in any other part of the country. 

Less than three per cent of the low-income people showed up to vote in North
ern cities like Philadelphia and Western cities like Los Angeles. 

The OEO was so impressed with Madison County's showing that it asked for 
a report. 

This week, Hornsby sent off a re
port to Washington telllng how It was 
done; 

Four areas in downtown HuntsvUle 
and six in Madison County were called 
"target districts" for poverty work. 

Six teams of election aides were em
ployed at $1.25 an hour for a total of 
$ 1800. The teams went door to door ad
vertising mass meetings In each dis
trict to nominate candidates for the two 
10-man anU-poverty boardS. 

Hornsby attended each of the meet
ings In January and February to explaln 
the election, 

"Attendance at the meetings was 
much better in the rural areas--a total 
of 440 people In the country and only 30 
in the city," he sald. "Ninety per cent 
were Negro." 

When voUng day came March I, the 
whites ran better than the Negroes. All 
seven whites nominated were elected, 
The other 13 elected are Negro. 

Once again, the response in the rural 
areas was higher than in the city: 20.6 
per cent turnout in the country, 8.7 
downtown. 

To get up interest in the election, the 
community action program staff again 
took leaflets door to door and notified 
the newspapers and radio and television 
stations. 

"Fifty voting places were set up In 
stores and other places famiUar to the 
people," Hornsby reported, 

Hornsby is not sure how accurate his 
"record" vote percentage Is. Itls based 
on an estimate at 7,726poor famUlesln 
Madison County in 1960. HuntsvUle bas 
grown a great deal since then, but it is 
hard to tell just how much the number 
of low-income people has changed. 

And Huntsville made some mistakes 
in its election, too. 

Hornsby thinks the staff should have 
required proof c1 age and of residence. 

"The election aides attended all of the 
ballot boxes at some Ume, but they 
could not look at all o! them all of the 
time," he reported. 

Only one known case of ballotstutting 
was discovered. 

Huntsvllle has a full schedule of anU· 
poverty programs under way and sev
eral more on the way. 

Proposed are a home-management 
serVice, a day-care center, a famUy 
service center, a chUd care cllnlc, and 
"project Discovery." 

How Judges Reached 
Poll Tax Decision on 

BY TERRY COWLES 

MONTGOMERY --Special counsel tor 
the state, John P. Kohn, said that paying 
it was a "manlfestation of good cltizen
ship." Alabama Assls tant Attorney Gen
eral Gordon Madison said that failure 
to pay it took the vote away from just as 
many whites as Negroes. 

But two judges serving on a three
judge federal panel disagreed. They 
said last week that the poll tax Alabami
ans have beenpaylng since 1903 "clear-
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Iy violates the Fifteenth Amendment" 
of the Constitution of the United Slates. 

The third judge on the panel, Judge 
Walter p. Gewin, said h e  "respect
fully" could not go along with his two 
colleagues, Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr, 
and Judge Richard T. Rives. 

Congress started the threat to the poll 
tax w�th the voUng Rights Act of 1965, 
which instructed the U. S, Attorney Gen
eral to bring suits against states that 
levied a tax on voUng. 

Texas felt the effects first. on Feb. 
9, a three-judge federal panel In that 
state ruled Its poll tax unconstitutional. 
That set a precedent for the Alabama 
federal judges when they heard the case. 

But the state of Alabama was not go
ing to give up easUy. It went into court 
with a battery of lawYers ready to knock 
as many holes as possIble in the Justice 
Department's case. 

The Justice Department lawYers ar
gued that the poll tax was created to 
keep the vote away from the Negro. And 
the men who put the poll tax intoacticm 
a half century BiO left some statements 
on the record that made the Justice De
partment's case strong. 

On May 21, 1901, a state Constitu
tional Convention met to make some 
changes in Alabama's constitution. The 
subject most discussed waa the "votlng 
issue," 

"We want the white man who once 
voted in the state and controlled 11 to 
vote again," they said, "We want that 
old condition restored," 

Members of. that convention went on 
to say, "11 Is our purpose, it Is our In
tenUon, and bere Is our registered V(J9f 
to disfranchise every Negro in the state 
and not a single white man." 

Their "purpose" and "intention" 
took the form of a tax 01\ voUng. The 
$ 1.50 poll tax affected Negro voters 
more than whites. The convention made 
provisions that whites could use to avoid 
paying the tax. 

The president of the Bessemer Vo
ters' League also endorsed the SCLC 
program, and told WlIllams, "Depend 
on Bessemer in part, because I can't 
speak for the whole," 

Earlier thl!· week, the Anniston-Cal
houn Voters League and the Calhoun 
County Improvement AssoclaUon had 

In Samuel Younge Death 

One provisions was the "crandfather 
clause." The clause said that ClvU War 
veterans and their descendants were 
exempt from any other voUng require
ments. Few whites were unable to take 
advantage of that clause. But almost no 
Negroes were exempted from paylni 
poll tax under it. 

The SCLC-sponsored organization 
hasn't officially taken a name yet, but 
SCLC staff refer to 11 as an "Alabama 
confederation of non-partisan organi
zations." 

Although the last two meeUngs have 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 4) 

endorsed Dear, Weatherly and Morgan 
after interviews with each candidate to 
determine which had better poliCies 
toward the Negro. 

Charles Keye�, publisher of the seg
gregationist Dc!wsletter ,"The Keyes 
Report," r:.n third In the mayor's 
n.:e and T. K. Triplett ran fourth. 

Law Says a Major Crime 
Takes Away Right to Vote 

BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

MOBILE--At a meeUng called her e a  
few weeks ago t o  discuss the progress 
of the voter registration drive, a 
man stood up and gave a strange reason 
for the drive's dUtlculties. 

He said that he and other workers were 
having a hard time finding people to take 
to the court house because so many of 
the people had pollce records. 

The leader of the drive asked what 
kinds of convictions these people had on 
their records. The worker answered 
that the convictions were matnly for 
things like drunkenness and disorderly 
conduct. 

Then the leaders said that these con
victions should be no obstacIe to regist
ering, because state law says that OIlly 
convictions for major crimes take away 
a man's right to register and vote. Any 
felony Is usually considered a major 
crime. 

The worker replied that he wished 
everybody knew this. He said word had 

somehow gone around town that no one 
with a poUce record of any kind could 
register and vote. 

In recent months, the MobUe County 
Board c:l Registrars has apparently 
turned down a number of applicants 
with minor convictions on their record. 

Theil' people told their friends about 
being rejected, and the rumor spread 
from there. 

One of the rejected men, John Guinn, 
lives In Prichard. He says, "I went 
down in January. They told me I could 
not register because I'd been arrest
ed." 

A faw years ago he was arrested and 
paid a small fine on a gambling con
vicUon in Prichard, "You can follow my 
record everywhere I've been, and you 
woo't find nothin' else, 

"They told me that after searching my 
record they'd let me know ," Guinn said. 
"I haven't heard anythlnr trom them, 
and it's been almost two months now. 

"Why do they keep tryini so hard to 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 1) 

Doar Denies Federal Violation 
BY MARY E LLEN GALE 

TUSKEGEE--The FBI has found no 
evidence that the federally guaranteed 
civll rights of Samuel L. Younge Jr, 
were violated the night he was mur
dered. 

According to U. S. Asslstant Attorney 
General John Doar, "an extensive in
vestigation by the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation has falled to produce evi
dence of a violation of a federal criminal 
statute," 

The student civil rights worker was 
shot to death Jan. 3 near a down town 
servIce station. In a letter made pubUc 
this week, Doar sald the FBI began in
vestigating "as soon as the Department 
of Justice learned of Mr. Younge's 
death." 

"In this case," the assistant attorney 
general wrote, "possible federal 
crImes would have been the willful de
privation of federal rights under color 
ot law or the deprivaUon of suchrightB 
pUl\Suant to a conspiracy." 

Doar pointed out that "local authori
Ues in Tuskegee immediately arrested 
a suspect who has since been charged in 
state court with murder." The man, 
Marvin segrest of Shorter, was later 
freed in $20,000 ball to await acUoo by 
the April grand jury. 

According to students who said they 
saw the kllllng, Segrest refused to allow 
Younge to use a publlc rest ronm, 

The a"sistant attorney general wrote 
to Miss Gwendolyn M. patton, president 

ot the TUskegee Institute councll, in re
ply to her letter to President Johnson a 
week after Younge's death. 

"It is no wonder that we have many 
people who are disillUSioned with the 
government of the United States • •  , • 

What have we done about Alabama? Are 
we ioing to continue to let violence and 
tyranny control this state?" Miss 
Patton asked. 

"How many more acts of violence will 
have to occur before Congress enacts 
laws giving tederal protection of civil 
rights workers?" 

"We are an angry group c:l studenls 

JOHNOOAR 

and It will be hard to antiCipate the re
actions if the slayer Is set free or tried 
by the federal courts on charges of vio
lating • • •• Younge's clvll rights," Miss 
Patton wrote. 

"The Department of JusUce Is con
tinUIng to tollow developments bearing 
upon civil rights in Tuskegee," Doar 
replied. "Where we have found viola
tions of. federal law In Macon County 
(TUskegee), we have acted to correct 
them." 

He pointed out that "the United States 
m oved in court to ellminate racial dis
crimination In voting, schools, public 

accommodations, and jury selection in 
Macon County." 

Federal court orders against dis
crimination In selecting Juries and reg
Istering voters "should help to insure 
the fair administration of justice by lo
cal authorities," Doar wrote. 

"In addition," he noted, "the PresI
dent has requested the Department c:l 
Justice to prepare new legislation to 
deal with racial dlscriminatlon in the 
administration of justice, to strengthen 
the authority of the federal courts to try 
crimes of racial violence, and to in
crease the penalUes tor such crimes." 

Wendell WUkersoo, a leader c:l the 
student TUskegee Institute Advance
ment League with Younge, said he was 

"a little teed c:lf and a little disap
pOinted" by coar's letter. 

Miss Patton said she hasn't yet an
swered it. 

Those lawmakers of 50 years ago left 
lItUe doubt as to why they created the 
poll tax, but--contended attorneys rep
resenting the state of Alabama--that 
was GO years aio. 

They pOinted out that money collected 
by the tax went into the state's educa
tional fund. They also indicated that 
people who didn't have the energy to pay 
were not really interested in publlca!
talrs. 

They claimed racial discrimination 
Is no longer Involved in collecUng poll 
tax. 

Attorney Kohn said, in addition, that 
call1ng the $1.50 tax a financial bur
den in these days and Urnes was "rIdi
culous." 

Judie Gewin agreed with 
attorneys, He said that the U. S, su
preme Court is now studyini a similar 
case involving Vlrglnla's poll tax law. 

"The principle of judicial restraint 
dictates that we await the action c1 the 
Supreme Court," he said. 

Jut:ge Johnson and Rives overruled 
him, however. Judge Rlves indicated in 
his opinion that racial discriminat1C11 is 
still an issue, Judie Johnson sald that, 
racial di8crlmlnation aside, "poll taxis 
invalld in its very cOilception." 

The state c1 Texas is appeallni the 
deCision of the federal judies there. 
Alabama state olticlals bave made no 
comment on whether they plan to appal 
or not, but ODe c:l the defendant.l In !be 
case, MOIlt&Qmery COUDt;y PrObate 
JU<1ge Perry Hooper, sUd tbat he felt 
sure it would be appealed. 

Judge Hooper called the deC1IIOD 
"unfortunate." 
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Editorial Opinion 

The 
One 
Question 

In years past, the political oratory in the se parts 
was a Simple guide for a voter. Either a candidate 
was a segregationist or he wasn't, and when you cast 
your ballot you knew what you were getting. 

Now that almost all candidates have recognized the 
increased Negro vote, you can expect the office seekers 
to play games with the English language. 

Nearly everybody in 1966 is in favor of peace and 
harmony. The others spend their time talking about 
an invasion from the federal government that must be 
stopped. 

The best way to sort out the candidates is with one 
test question: Do you think the Confederate flag or the 
A merican flag should be flown above the Capitol dome? 

The candidate's answer to that question pretty much 
tells you where he stands on the other issues in this 
election. 

Attorney General Richmond Flowers has already 
given his answer. He would fly the American flag. 

When the candidates tour the state to meet the peo
ple, this is the question they should be asked by the 
voters. 

t 

Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

The Scholarship Information centre 
of the University of North Carolina 
YMCA-YWCA recenUy publlshed a book 
called Floanclal Aid for Southern Negro 
students. 

W� hope yoU may f1nd some material 
In this booklet that could be printed by 
your paper and therefore gotten before 
even larger group of people. H ere 10 
North Carolina, the guide hasbeen dis
trtbuted already to all Negro high 
schools 10 the state. 

As you can imagine, we are a very 
nOll-profit organization and tunction 
solely on periodiC loans from the 
YMCA. Although we work on a shoe
string, we would like to get Information 
about th1s guide out to as many people as 
we can. 

Not only have we prepared this book
let (and incidentally a much larger sec
ond edition Is slated for May), but we 
have also started a clearing house of in
formation about new scholarships we 
find and ol different job opportunities 
we come across. 

Tony Mason 
Scholarship Information Centre 
YMCA-YWCA, Chapel Hill, N. C. 

To the Editor: 
On the 15th ct February the patients 

at Searcy Hospital marched for better 
food and better clothing. They also 
marched at the front ctflce to see Doc
tor Rowe about gettiJ1g better treatment 
from the white employees. 

They say the white employees cursed 
them out and throw their food to them 
when they go to the canteen. After the 
march, some of the police came to the 
front office ct Doctor Rowe andhand
cuffed some of the patients, trying to 
make them tell who wrote their petition 
for them. But none of them would tell. 
They said they would die and go to hell 
before they would tell. 

(Name withheld) 
Searcy Hospital 
Mobile, Ala. 

Win a Prise 
For the best letter from a student 

about why young people should go to col. 
lege, THE SOUTHERN COURIER will 
give away a free copy ct "Complete 
Planning for College," the $3.20 book. 

Suit Seeks Bullock Election 
l 

MONTGOMERY --Negro electors in 
Bullock County tbis week asked the fed
eral court to take two years away from 
the county commissioners ·and give 
them back to the voters. 

The years the Negroes were talking 
about were tacted on to the terms olall 
tour county commissioners by theAla. 
bama lee1slaturelast August, two weeks 
after President Johnson signed the Vot
ing Rights Act. 

The new state law extended the terms 
to six years. Two commlssloners' jobs 
would have been open to election this 
year. 

"The sole purpose of sald act • • • •  

is to lJIsure and protect the pol1tical 
dominance of the minority white com
munity 01 Bullock County, Alabama, 
over the majority Negro community 
there," the Negroes charged In a suit 
tUed with U. S. District Judge Frank M. 
Johnson Jr. 

"This law was passed with the pur
pose • • • • and has the etfect ct lImlUng, 
delay1Dg, ObStructing, and thwarUng the 
poUcY, practice, purpose and results ol 
the CMl Rtahts Act or 1965." 

As a result or that act, the suit said, 
Bullock County now has 3,300 Negro 
voters to 2,400 white voters. 

The Negroes asked the court to throw 
out the law in time for one ofthem--Ben 
McGbee, a fa.rmer.-to run for commts
.lClDer 10 the Democratic primary May 
I. Tbe suit spec1llcally requested the 

court to order McGhee's name placed on 
the ballot. 

According to the sUit, McGhee tried to 
file his qualifying papers and tee sev· 
eral days before the March 1 deadllne. 
But county Democratic oUicials retused 
to accept him as a candidate. 

The suit remloded the court that it 
had to issue several orders between 
March, 1961, and July, 1962, to force 
county registrars to register Negro 
voters. 

'The commissioners now 10 office 
were elected while "the Negro vote ct 
Bullock County continued to be of minl
mal 1mportance because or • ••• the con· 
tinuation ct a pattern and practice of 
discriminatioo," the SUit pointed out. 

The Negroes asked the court to pre
vent all tour COlDlty commlssiooers 
from holding afttce tor su·year terms 
and to reqUire the county probate judge 
and Democratic executive committee. 
chairman to accept McGhee as acand1-
date. 

The plalntUfs asked the court to 
"order a speedy hearlog at the earl1est 
practicable date" because "the Demo
cratic party primary ls the only effect
ive or meantngtul election rela!1ng to 
the determtnaUOll ct county otticials In 
Bullock county." 

Judge JoIul.aoo said a date would be 
set as SOOll as It I. decided wtlether 
to appoint a three-judge panel to hear 
the cue. 

u.s. Stiffens School 
Desegregation Rules 
Orders Teacher Transfers 

WASHlNGTON--The u. s. ornce ct 
Education's new guidelines for school 
desegregation next year are tougher and 
more exact than 1965's. 

The federal government said Monday 
it will insist that, in effect, each Negro 
school In a dlstr1ct have some white 
teachers and each white school have a 
Negro teacher. 

Inferior schools must be closed and 

Voters Meet 
Candidates 
In Tuskegee 

TUSKEGEE -- It looked something 
like a game or musical chairs. 

Elghte(,!n people played It one night 
last week at the Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church. 

They sat near the front, in a section 
of pews all by themselves. Every now 
and then, one or them woUld turn around 
and look at the 75 people seated behlnd 
them the way an actor peeks through the 
curtains before he goes on-stage. 

Up at the front or the church, C. G. 
Gomillion, chairman of the Macon 
County Democratic Club, kept the game 
moving briskly along. 

He would call out the names or five or 
six players, and they would getup from 
the pews and take seats in a short row 
of chairs facing the audience. 

Then, one by one, they would stand up 
and speak. 

They made It clear the game they 
were playing wasn't really musical 
chairs. It was pol1t1cal chairs. 

The players--some Negro, some 
,,<hite, some men, some women--were 
candidates for county or state offices in 
the Democratic primary May 3. SOme 
of them were running against each 
other. Some had opponents who weren't 
there. 

SVlce there weren't enough pol1tical 
chairs to go around, the candidates were 
competing for votes. They all had dif· 
ferent ways of going about it. 

"I'm not a speaker, I'm a plumber," 
said Wll11e L. Kirk Jr., a candidate for 
the county board ol revenue. "I'm a 
construction man. I Ciln get on a 'dozer 
ilnd show a Ulan what I want. Pm for 
new industry and higher wages. I'm for 
the common worklog man." 

"I'm a graduate of Howard University 
and I hilve masters degrees from Co
lumbia and Chicago universities," sald 
Mrs. Jessie p. Guzman, running for 
place No. 1 in the House or Representa. 
tlves 31st district (Barbour, Bullock, 
and MilCon counties). "I'm a protessor 
of history and a former dean of women 
at Tuskegee Institute." 

"There are 64,000 people in the 3 lst 
district," said Thomas Reed, who is 
running against Mrs. Guzman. "Hun
dreds of them go to bed hungry because 
they haven't reached an educational lev
el where they can get jobs. People are 
looking for a new day-leaders they can 
trust." 

Nearly all candidates promised they 
woUld be honest, effiCient, intell1gent, 
courteous, and eager for advice from 
the voters. But every now and then 
somebody departed from the pattern. 

Robert Howard, a candidate for tax 
assessor, started oft by saying, "I don't 
have too many qualifications. I don't 
know too much about the job. But I've 
been In business for 20 years and I 
know the value or property and how to 
keep records." 

Howard, a white man, got the even· 
lng's biggest round of applause from 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 4) 

the students sent elsewhere. Next year 
systems must double and in some cases 
triple the percentage of Negroes ill de
segregated schools an d  they must malte 
efforts to protect the students from 
harassment. 

Buses must be routed as much as 
possible to serve any student who trans· 
fers to any school. A student who is in 
the ninth grade next fall or Is at least 
15 years old may choose his own school, 
regardless or his parents' choice. 

There must be freedom or cboice each 
year, for a period ct at least 30 days, 
The school system must send an explan
atory letter and transfer form to each 
parent. No reason need be given for ap
plying tor a transfer. 

Once submitted, a choice may not be 
changed, unless the student moves, 
needs special instruction, or has a spe
cial hardship. 

No choice may be denied except for 
overcrowding. 

These, anyway, are the rules set up 
by the Office or Education. The office 
said it Is doubling its staff to keep an 
eye on SOuthern school distriCts and 
will withhold federal money from dls
tric Is that do not satisfy the require
ments. 

The federal government made the 
same threat last year, but no tunds have 
been cut �l yet. In a few cases, federal 
money has been delayed because orfall
ure to comply. 

Alabama Governor George C. Wal
lace reportedly asked a group or educa
tors to help him resist the regulations. 

"We must obey the laws, just and un· 
just, but we should not have to obey 
edicts of bureaucratic officials which go 
beyond the law," the governor said. 

State superintendent of Education 
AusUn R. Meadows was quoted as saying 
Negro teachers already teach In white 
schools 10 north Alabama, where the 
Negro population is low. 

Candidates Eye 
Klan in Eutaw 

BY DAPHNA mMPSON 

EUTAW--on March 1, five Negroes 
qualified and announced their Intentions 
for running for several offices in 
Greene COWlty. On March 2, 250 copies 
of the "Fiery Cross," a Ku Klux Klan 
newspaper, were left on the steps or a 
Negro church. 

The papers were placed on the steps 
or the First Baptist Church of Eutaw. 
This is the church where mass meetings 
and other civil rights meetings have 
been held. 

The Rev. William Branch, who Is an 
active SCLC worker in Greene County, 
sent a letter to U. S. Attorney General 
Nicholas Katzenbach in Wash1ngton. He 
asked that the Ku Klux Klan of Greene 
County be investigated to prevent a pos
sible race war. 

Mr. Branch said, "Negroes won't be 
frightened by them (the K lan) anymore. 
But we doo't want any trouble. The Ne· 
groes in this county sense that the Klan 
Is being reactivated in this area. We 
hope the federal government will come 
to our rescue before anything happens." 

Rev. Brancb said that the Deacons 
of Defense had offered its services, but 
so far he has turned the offer down. 

The Deacons of Defense is a Negro 
organization opposed to the KKK. It 
says its purpose is to defend when the 
law w1ll not. 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER wel
comes letters from :lIlYone on any 
subject. Letters mustbe slgned, but 
your name wUl be withheld upon re
quest. 

Natchez Calls orr Boycott 
That Began Last August 

NA TCHEZ, Miss.--Negroes have be
gun trading at stores here agaln after a 
boycott that began last AUgust. 

The NAACP in Natchez said the pro
test had "100 per cent impact." "It 
was devastating for the merchants," it 

said. 
The National AssociaUon for the Ad· 

vancement or colored People sald Ne
groes are still boycotting stores that 
have not agreed to hire Negroes. 

Two stores owned by Mayor John J.  
Nosser are still being avoided by Negro 
shoppers. 

The announcement that Negr�s 
would begin trildtng wtth most downtown 
stores came after a meetin8 last week 
of NAACP leaders, cUy officials, and 
merchants. 

The original boycott began to protest 
the attempted kUling of George Met· 
calfe, president of the NAACP branch, 
Aug. 27. Car pools were organized to 
take shoppers to nearby towns. 

In early December the ma.yor an· 
nounced that the city would agree to 
most of the demands by civil rights 
leaders--hirlng Negro pol1cemen, de· 
segregattn, the city's federally sup
ported hospital, ceaslng brutality and 
verbal abuse, opening public tac1llUes 
to 1.11, and hiring city employees with
out ra.cial discrimination. 

However, the boycott continued when 
some Negroes employed at Christmas 
time were laid off. The bus1ness lead· 
ers qreed in the meetlng last week to 
rehire thOle workers. 

WENDELL PARIS, OF THE TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE ADVANCEMENT LEAGUE, 
PICKETS A & P SUPER MARKET IN TUSKEGEE, WHICH HAD REFUSED TO SIGN 
TIAL FAIR EMPLOYMENT PLEDGE, SAYING IT HAD FAm POLICY ANYWAY. 

Tuskegee Refers Law 
On Jobs to Conunittee 

TUSKEGEE--The Tuskegee Clty Councll this week dropped the hot potato of 
fair employment practices Into the cold water of a bl-raclal advisory group. 

The council referred a fair employment practices ordinance, proposed by the 
Ad Hoc Committee for J ustice in Macon county, to the brand-new Tuskegee Ad
visory Committee. 

Although the committee has been planned for months, Councilman stanley H. 
Smith said, it was set up now because "the city of Tuskegee Is going through very 
critical times." 

Smith said the group's "broad purpose 15 to advise your city government on all 
matters which are relevant to the concern of the governing body or Tuskegee." 

"This ordinance is certainly one of the things we should try to bring to the at
tention of the advisory committee at its first meeting," he said. The Councll then 
voted to do so. 

B en-Zion Wardy, a Tuskegee Institute professor representing the a d  hoc com
mittee, asked the council when to expect action on the ordinance. 

"This is a new committee. We're not expecting a report from them tomor
row," replled Councilman J. Allan Parker. "I'm sure they wlll act within a rea
sonable period of time." 

The committee membership 1ncludes white segregationists and moderates. It 
also includes Negro moderates and conservatives from Tuskegee Insttitute, the 
veterans Adminlstration Hospital, and the residential community. 

It does not loclude any member of thead hoc commlttee, presently TUSkegee's 
most mll1tant adult clvil rights organization, or or the Tuskegee Institute Ad
vancement League (TiAL), a student grouP. 

"We need advice from more than one element of the community," Smith said 
10 announcing the committee membership. "Even if they have conflicting inter. 
ests, in the committee we hope they will think of the best Interests of all the pe0-
ple of Tuskegee." 

The councll acted against a backdrop of a gitation for fair employment practices 
by the ad hoc committee and TIAL. In the last three weeks, the two groups have 
persuaded 53 of TUskegee'S 350 bus1nesses to sign a fair emplCffment practtces 
pledge. The groups have also collected 18 refusals. 

Last Saturday, some 30 TIAL members picketed several stores that declined 
to sign the pledge, includtng theA&P S�er Market. This week, Robert Funder
burk, manager of the localA& P, sent the statement to the regional A & P mana
ger for his consideration. 

Funderburk admitted that the pickets had hurthls business "a little." "It's all 
a mistake," he added. "OUr employment policy says just what thelr statement 
does. We go along with fair play 100 per cent." 

SA TURDA Y, MARCH 12 

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
.-" Love is a Many Splendored Thlng." 
The story of a love that defied time and 
conventions. A young woman doctor 
falls In love with a correspondent es
tranged from his wife, 8:30 p.m. Chan
nel 6 In Birmingham. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 

DANNY THOMAS SPECIAL--Danny 
goes country and Western--an hour 
featuring Eddy Arnold, Kay Starr, Pat 
Buttram, and the Thirty Doddletown 
Pipers, a singing group. Completing the 
Cilst ol entertainers is an assortment of 
barnyard animals, 8 p.m. Channe1 12 1n 
Montgomery, Channel 13 In Blrming
hilm, and Channel 15 in Florence. 

PERRY MASON--A case dealing with 
a ruthless star maker who Is slain in a 
recording studkl, 8 p.m. Channel 4 10 
Dothan, Channel 19 in Huntsville, and 
Channel 20 In Montgomery. 

M ONDAY, MARCH 14 

THE ANDY GRIFFITH SHOW--Andy 
and his girl friend Helen get into a hi
larious situation when they promote a 
romance between the stodgy county 
clerk and the county nurse, 8 p.m. 
CI\annel 4 10 Dothan, Channel 13 in 
B irmingham, Channel 19 10 HuntsvUle, 
and Channel 20 in Montgomery. 

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 16 

THE VffiGINiAN·· .. A Bald Faced 
Boy." All ktnd of trouble breaks loose 
when Randy's rowdy mountain relatives 
come to Medicine Bow to protect him 
from a member ct a hill clan seeldng 
v engeance, 6:30 p.m. Channel 12 in 
Montgomery, Channel 13 in Blrmtnr
harn, and Channel 15 in Florence. 

BEWITCHED -- "The Leprechaun." 
Samantha and Darrln are called on to 
help one of the little people retrieve his 
pot or gold, 8 p.m. Channel 3 in Pensa
cola, Fla.; Channel 6 in Blrmingham, 
Channel 31 1n HuntSville, and Channel 32 
in Montgomery. 

THE BARON--Followlng a tip on a 
big jewel theft, the Baron discovers 
"There's SOmeone Behind You." He 
recognizes the culprit and becomes a 
target for el1mtnatlon, 9 p .m. Channel 
3 In Pensacola, Fla.; Channel 6 in 
Blrmlogham, Channel 31 in Huntsv1lle, 
and Channel 32 in Montgomery. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18 

THE ADDAMS FAMILY--All kind of 
laughter and pranks wUl be going 011 In 
the home of these misfits, 7:30 P. m. 
Channel 3 In Pensacola, Fla.; Channel 6 
in Birmingham, Channel 31 In HUnts
vUle, and Channel 32 10 Montgomery. 

DICK AND TOM SMOTHERS 

THE SMOTHERS BROTHERS--Tom 
gets assistance from a beaut1tul angel 
inspector named Dolores when he trles 
to help an \IIIhaJlpy commerctal artist, 
8:30 p.m. Channel 4 In DOthan, Channel 
19 In Huntsville, and Channel 20 In 
Montgomery. 



famalY on 'freeway-eo-be ' 

KIDS IN CONSTRUCTION LAND 
city chUdren conivert highway co�truction tite into ver.atile playground after 'Workmen leave 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

JAMES H. PEPPLER 
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IN 1945, THOMAS TRIED OUT FOR THE DODGERS • •  .AND UP NORTH SHOWBOAT (AT LEFT) SHOWS HIS STYLE 

'None of the Sports Will Ever Top Baseball' 

Showboat Played the Game With Style 
BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

MOBILE--He was baptized D avid Tho mas but hardly a nyone knows that now. 
Most people know him as Showboat Thomas. 

Thirty-six years ago in Baltimore , a sports writer for the Baltimore Daily 
News gave him the nam e  after watching Thomas in action at fir st ba se for the 
Baltimore Black Sox of the Negro National League. 

The name stuck with h i m  for the re st of his baseball career, which took him all 
over this country and others, Into parks 
like Yankee stadium, and up against men 
l1Ite Babe Ruth, DluY Dean,JaeldeRob
inBoo, and BdI Feller. 

By the time be retired In 1949, be bad 
made such a name for himselt inbue
ball that his baseball name bad replaced 
his real name. 

It you go into the tifice do the A.F. 
OWeDS houstDg project here, where 
Thomas works now as an inspector, and 
ask for David Thomas, the office staff 
may answer you with a blaDt stare. 

But It you simply ask for Showboat, 
the all know inBtanUy whom you mean., 

Mau;y other peqlle in Mobile know the 
name also. Thomas grew up in the 
MaysV1lle sectiOll do town, played ball 
all over th1s area as a yClUDgSter, and 
returned often for viSits during his 23 
years of prdoessiooal baseball. 

He lived 15 years In New York after 
retiring from baseball but didn't like 
some th1nga about the city. "In New 
York you got the husUe and busUe all 
the time and everybody beatin' each 
other's bralna out tryln' to get some
place." 

He and his wUe viSited Mobile so ot
ten that be tJnally bunt a house and 
moved back, to the same neighborhood 
wbere he had grown uP. 

Years &CO, wilen he started playing 
ball In parks and vacant Iota in Mays
Ville, people quickly saw that ltwouldll't  

take him 100( to learn, especially at 
first base. 

He covered the right side of the in
field with such skUl, speed, and grace, 
and batted so well, too, that he began 
playing with the grown-ups whlle he was 
sWl a kid. 

Another kid trom a near-by area 
called Down the Bay started playing with 
the rrown-ups about the same time. He 
was a tall, speed-balling pitcber named 
satchel Paip. 

Thomas remembers, with a smile, 
the tun he and PaIge bad as they grew 
up playing ball together. 

In 1926 they both lett Mobile to play 
pratessional ball, Tbomas in Montgom
ery and "satch" in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
From 1927 to 1929, they were back to
gether OIl the Blrminrbam Black 
Barons. 11le next year, Tbomas went 
to the Baltimore Black sox, where he 
got the name Sbowboat In the t1rstp.me 
he played. 

"Tbe sports writer for the Baltimore 
Dally News sald I played dlfferenttrom 
anybody else. He called me Showboat." 

A writer mlabt c1ve that name to a 
player who did more showing than play
Inc. Thia isn't why Thomas cot It. He 
played ftrst base with a showy .tyle, but 
that .".. just hi. way do ptt1Dg the Job 
dOlle. 

He made plays that moat first base
mea ODly dream about. "WbenIfie1ded 
a rrOUDCl ball," be remembers, "I 
nlver bad to .tralchten u,p to throw. I 
could throw from the wrlat." This, plus 
ble .J)Hd,belpedblm pertectooenearly 
Impoalble play. 

CUBANS PLAYED IN YANKEE STADWM 

With a runner on secOlld in a tight 
game, tpe batter wUl otten try a bunt 
down the third base line. I1 lt's a well
placed bunt, the third baseman has to 
field It. That leaves no one covering 
third, and the runner 00 second can 
easily advance. But not when Showboat 
was playing first. 

"I've thrown runners out plenty of 
times," Thomas says. He would race 
across to field that bunt down the third 
base Une and ntp it to the third basemlll 
covering the bag. 

When a first baseman can make plays 
like that, no OIle would care It he looked 
11ke a scarecrow while doing it. Show
boat made those impossible plays with 
style. 

Afler Tbomas retired, a New York 
sports writer wrote that "he reminded 
you m ore at a ballet dancer in opera
tion than any other athlete I've ever 
seen • • • •  And, don't let anybody fool 
you either, that Showboat couldbelttbat 
potato too." 

The writer saw Thomas when be was 
with the New York CUbans trom 1035 to 
1949. They got their name from the CU
ban who started it, but most at the play
ers were Negro. 

The Cubans' home park in Harlem 
was the first in New york City to have 
llghts for night baseball. But It wun't 
big enough to seat everyone whowll1lted 
to see the Cubans play the other Negro 
National League teams. 

"We played in the Polo Grounds when 
the Giants were away and In Yankee Sta
dium when the Yankees were away," 
sometimes betore crowds as big as 
45,000. 

Palge and Thomas started a traditioo 
which Mobile County is still llving up to. 
Somehow, the county seems to turn out 
more first-class basebail players from 
its 300,000 people than any other area 
ot similar size anywhere in the world. 

When Thomas was plaYing, sports 
writers and players across thecountry 
agreed that be was one do the bestftrst 
baseman In the game. And Thomas says 
that Paige was "the createst pitcher I 
ever saw, and I've seen them all." 

He was so good that he would have 
been even better, 11 he baclll't been so 
good. ''It satch bad been just a little 
wlld, nobody could ever have hit him, 
because nobody would ever have stayed 
at the plate. He threw Ilke a cannon." 

Thomas's opinion at Paige Isn't just 
ODe hometown boy's praise of another. 
Few fans ol the game will arcue with 
the clalm that Paige's name would now 
stand at or near the top ot the list for 
every major leSlUe pitching record, 11 
serreration hadn't kept him out of the 
maJon dul'1ni his best years. 

LOIIf batore segregation ended in 
baseball in the late 1940's, Paige and 
Thomas both showed that they could 
have been pla.ying ln the maJors, Itplay-

ers bad been chosen only for their abil- Aaron and Frank Bolllng at the AU&nta 
ity. At the end do the regular seasons, Braves, BWy WUl1ams of the Chicago 
they both were on Negro all-star teams Cubs, Tommy Agee of the Cb1c&COWhlte 
that played major league all-star teams Sox, Clem J ODeS of the New York Mets, 
on barnstorming tours ot the coontry. and Willie McCovey at the San Francls
The tours were no vacation for the white co Giants. 
major leaguers. 

Thomas was one of the first two Ne
groes ever to try out with a major 
league team. Tbatwas with the Dodgers, 
in 1945, one year before they signed 
Jackie Robinson. 

But when segregation finally ended, 
Thomas was 40 and couldn't qu1te malte 
it Into the majors. He would have been 
starting at an age when most ballplayers 
are retiring. 

Paige, however, was such a great 
pitcher that his agedidD't matter much. 
Although he was well over 40 when they 
finallY let him into the majors, the old 
man's pitching must have made batters 
hope for a return to segregation. 

Last year, Paige was a relletpitcher 
for the American League's Kansas City 
AthletiCS, at the age of 61. Lots of fans 
thought he'd been hired JusUorpubllcl
ty and for his famous seDSe of humor. 
The batters didn't always think so. 

While Thomas was making Mobile 
known In Negro baseball and Palpwas 
doing it in allbaseball, awhiteballplay
er with ties in the Port City was doin( 
the sarne thing In the majors. He was 
Eddie " the Brat" staDky, star second 
baseman for the Braves, Giants, and 
Dodgers. 

No one knew why he was a star, they 
Just knew that he was one. Branch 
Rickey, baseball's elder statesman, 
came the closest to expla1nlng Stanky: 
"He can't hit. He can't run. He can't 
throw. All he can do is beat you." 

Stanlty quit playing years ago but 
didn't quit baseball. This season he wtIl 
continue Mobile's baseball tradition as 
the new manager of the Chicaro White 
SOx. 

younger MobUlaDs now keeping the 
tradition allve on the fleld lnclude Halllt 

Thomas Is dellghted that so many Mo
biltans are doing so wen. But he's 
pleased to see anybodY playing baseball, 
no matter how well or badly. "It's 
a good, clean game," he says. "Klds 
can learn a lot from it." 

And a few, Ilke Thomas, Paige, and 
the present stars trom Mobile county, 
can go on to maltea name and a living In 
the game, and have a good time doing it. 

Some at Thomas's best times came 
after the close at the regular season 
when he played in the all-star games. 
Several times, he played against Babe 
RUth. "Oh man, he was terrltlc. I'm 
telling you," Thomas says. "And he 
was a happy, jollY fellow, too." 

The all-star circuit also gave Thom
as hls biggest day In bllSeball. Itcame 
In 1931 against a white team led by a 
pitcher who bad starredfor the Phila. 
delphia AtbleUcs as they woo the World 
Series. Thomas singled ott that pitcher 
In the ninth lnning to drive in the win
nlng run. 

During the winters, Thomas atten 
played In the caribbean, Venezuelan, 
and Mexican leagues. His scrap books 
are full at posters and newspaper arti
cles announCing In Spanish that he and 
satchel Palp anc10ther American stars 
were comlni to town. 

LUcklly, they always had a good team. 
"The fans, they're crazy down there. 
They're the craziest pe�le I ever 
heard of. I wouldn't want to play on a 
losing team doWn there." 

Showboat played four more seasons In 
the Negro leape atter his tryout with 
the Dodprs. Then be retired to a New 
York apartmantlocated between Yankee 
Stadium and the Polo Grounds andwent 
to pmes In both at them aIt8a. 

SHOWBOAT THOMAS 

There weran'tany more Nerroleague 
games to watch. because "when Negro 
ballplayers began to go Into whlte 
leagues, that ldlled our league." 

Thomas didn't really object. He says 
with pride now that "baseball bas gone 
a loog ways to help desegregate this 
country. Now you don't even know It It's 
a Negro ballplayer or white, unless you 
see him." 

Showboat thinks baseball w11lkeep OIl 
helping, and he thinks It wllI keep on be
ing the country's favorite game. There 
is somethlng about it whichmaltespeo
pie watch It, no matter whois playlng H 
or how well. He says there's a chll
dren's baseball dlamOild next to Yankee 
stadium, and he's seen "people on their 
way to Yankee Stadium stop and watch 
those Idds play for a couple lJInlngs." 

And there's something about the p.me 
whicb makes kids want to play. "None 
of the sports will ever top bueball. In 
the next few weeks, wherever you look, 
you'll see Jdds with ballB aDd bats." 

A NEGRO PLAYER FROM BASEBALL'S EARLY DAYS, WITH THOMAS AND PAIGE 
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Birmingham Rights Leaders Ask, 
What to Do With All This Unity ? 

SCLC Federation Ok 'ed 
BIInlINGHAM- -AII I s  quiet now In 

Bu mlngharn, No meetings. No shoot
ings, Pickets q'Jletly walk around Ub
e rt , super Market, where five Negroes 
w ere .,hot more than two weeks ago 
", hlle pl ote,Ung aile ed unfair hiring 
p af Uces there. 

A temporary court order ilmlUng the 
number of pickets h1.-;n· ! helped Libert}. 
It Is stm losing money, more than 
$ 100,000 a week, accordlng to recent 
testimon)' In court. 

" When people don't want to bU} , there 

Only a Felony 
Prohibits Vote 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

hold us back,?" 
Earl Wesley, another Prichard man 

wlth a minor conviction on his record, 
says he has also been turned down by the 
board of registrars. 

He failed twice to get registered when 
the Uterac; test was still in use, but 
shortly after the Votlng Rights Act of 
1965 abolished the test last summer, 
Wesley went back. He says this is what 
happened; 

" The man said, 'Wesley, what do you 
think about it? You think you made it?" 

'Yes, sir.' 
'Well, I don't think so. There's some

thing on here I don't understand, th1s 
dIsorderly conduct.' 

'I can't see where that's a felony.' 
But he just told me to try again, to keep 

try in' .... He didn't tell me no such thing 
as checking my record and then letting 
me know. I just don't see why they 

won't let me vote." 
Mobile County Court House has no re

cord of a felony conviction against elth
e r of these two men or against two other 
men who claim they have been reject
ed for similar reasons. 

The board of registrars refused to 
comment on the situation, 

isn't an} tlung anl- one ,:an do to make 
them," said one picket at the door. 

U. S. District Court Judge Clarence 
W. Allgood last week ordered the Com 
munity Relations Service and the Equal 
Opportunlt\ Commission to mt'wate the 
dispute over hiring practices. 

But the} haven' t arrived yet, and lo
cal rights gr oups and Liberty seem to 
be nearing an agreement without them. 

"We feel that we are very close to a 
settlement," said DemetriUS C. New
ton, a Negro attorney working for Lib
erty in the negotiations. 

The Rev. EdWard Gardner of the A la
bama Christian Movement for Human 
Rights expressed hope that the dif
ferences between the store and the 
Negroes would be resolved sooo. 

Newsman Convicted 
LUVERNE--The photography editor 

of the Southern Courier was convicted 
of trespassing Monday by Law and 
E quity Judge H. H .  Little of Crenshaw 
County. 

James H. Peppler was sentenced to 30 
days In jail and fined $200. He appealed 
the decision to circuit court and was 
freed on $500 bond. 

County SoUcltor W. R. King charged 
Peppler with trespassing at the Helicon 
Junior High School In the northern part 
of the COllllty Feb. 7. Peppler had been 
sent there to interview the principal, 
B. Y. Farris. 

There was no demonstration at the 
school that day, but protests have been 
held before that time and since. Ne
groes sa}' they want FarriS removed. 

Circuit court in Crenshaw CO'Jnt} 
Feb, 2 ordered the demonstratlons to 
cease, and the demonstrators attllmpted 
to have that order reviewed by federal 
court. 

However, in Montgomery, federal 
court Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr. re
fused to do so, saying the protests 
" reached ilie point of being nothing 
more than a hysterical mob." 

The m:t rket IS "n 13th , t. North and 

4th Ave. North In a N(>�ronelghborhood. 
"I wouldn' t be sUl'prl;;ed If we settled 

the thmg this week," said �ewton. The 
a reemen' would probabl b · a pl,ln for 
�e, ro hlnng. 

And aetH Libert, 
"More Negroe, are to"ether than 

there ever have been on anythlng else," 
Hosea W1l11ams of SCLC once said. 

Even the Blrmlngham F\aptistMlnts
ters Conference, which has been termed 
by some ministers as the most conser
vative Negro rellgiou , group In the CIty, 
supports boycotts at Libert; .  And the 
conference Is also supporting a freedom 
rally to be held later this month, 

The Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance, has done what no other group 
In town has been able to do; It has uni
fied the Negro communlty --somethlng 
which SCLC couldn't do when It first  
came to town for the voter registration 
drive. 

But the new-found solidarity would 
never have been possible had not the In
cldent at Liberty occurred. It spurred 
ilie Negro com 'nunlty into action. 

But ilie big question Is, where wil l  
IMA move? 

It Isn't sure, but it recognizes it has 
a basis for making wide-spread pro
gress. 

"If we don't get something done with 
what we have now, then nothing will 
work," said the Rev. Joseph E. Ellwan
ger of IMA. 

If SCLC couldn't move the Negro 
community from without, and If IMA 
can't move I Urom within, then perhaps 
only Someone from above can. And no 
prophets have been heard on the streets 
of Birmingham recently . 

Court Approves 
Vote Rights Act 

(r ONTINUED FRO'1 PAGE ONE) 

been ,warming with SCLC stalf from 
.\ Uanta, the take p l inS to a void gt vlng 
the Impre�sion that .'( LC will run the 
c onfederation. 

When the newly-elected chairman. 
state senate candidate Lonnie L, Brown 
of A lber ta, a ked William' when the 
next me<>t1n. "h J\Jld be held, Williams 

aid, "D 'n't luok at me; you're the 
, h,lu man." 

" Thl.' I� not an :;CLC organization," 
W illiams emphasized. "We lnvlted 
even organization In the state that we 
knew about," 

" The Democratic clubs have their 
Influence, the NAACP has Its Infiuence. 
the voters' leagues have their Influence. 
that other state-wide group has Its in
fluence, SCLC has Its lnfluence," be 
said, "and we must bring them all to
gether." 

"Whatever has the respect of the Ne
gro people in Choctaw County , that's the 
group that will speak for Choctaw Coun
ty." 

Before the next meeting March 26, 
SC LC plans a last big ettort to bring 
m ore COUllt� groups and the Important 
cit� organizations into the confedera
tion. 

As Williams explains it, ilie state 
confederation would bargain with white 
c andidates, offering Negro support In 
exchange for promises of jobs and po
litical favors. After the election, the 
confederation would distribute this pa
tronage to loval county organizations. 

When N(·groes were jalled recently 
atter attempting to demonstrate at Heli
con High SchoOl, "that patronage com
mittee could have called the governor 
and said, 'Get down to Crenshaw Coun
t} and do something now ,' " WIll1ams 
said. 

W 1lliams also says Negroes should 
organize similar bargaining groups In 
state legislative districts and U. S. 
Congressional distriCts. 

"We've got to say, 'White folks, what 
you gOing to give us?' We've been sell
ing our vote all along," said Wllliams. 
"Now we've got to sell It for freedom." 

Compuwr School Offers 
Training Open . •  lo All 

WASHINGTON -- People who have 
been q:Jalified by federal examiners In 
S outhern states will definite I,' be eUgI
ble to vote. 

The SUpreme Court gave Its approval 
Monday to key parts of the voting Rights 
A c! of 1965. 

C h1ef Justice Earl Warren spoke for 
all the justices in upholding the abolish
ment of llteracy tests, the main issue at 
s take. The llteracy test law applied to 
six Southern s tates, Alabama, Missis
Sippi, Louisiana, Georgia, South Caro
Una, and Virginia. 

TUSKEGEE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 

the mostly Negro audIence, It happened 
when he Said: "Th1s oUice has never 
been integrated, I wlll in'egrate it. I 
wlll hire a competent colored clerk." MONTGOMERY --ItThey told me I 

could never operate a school for both 
races here In Alabama." 

So a sale"man from Georgia named 
f rank M. VlDcent Jr. said, "I've got the 
mODI&' and the .tIme, and let's see," 

Vincent has run the Alltomated Instl
tute of Technology In Montgomery for 
seven m onths, and he Is s till trying to 
spread the word to Negro youths about 
the opportunities In his field of comput
ers and buslnes� machines. 

U y ou drop into his office at the Insti
tute, Vlncent, a large and casual sort, 
will show you a bulletin board full of job 
offers for computer programmers and 
operators. 

One of Vincent's favorites is a clip
ping from the Wall Street Journal last 
fall __ It Lack of Programmers Hits 
Comp'lter Users; Training Is Stepped 
Up • • • • Shortage, Estimated at25,000, 
Prompts Makers and Schools To In
crease Their Courses." 

"Right, 25,000 jobs out there waH
Ing," said Vincent. 

The U, S, government Is one of ilie 
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largest users of computers in the coun
try, and so Vincent's bulletin board has 
several mJlltary and civil service job 
oflers In the area. 

Program ners are the people who tell 
the business machines what to do. The 
card-punch operators code new In
formation for the machines to take in. 

"It may be fear that the� won' t be 
welcome, or expense�, that keep Ne
groes away," he said. He added that 
Negroes are welcome and that he will 
help them finance the courses, which 
run from 40 hours to nine months, night 
or da} , 

"I plan to get the state board of edu
cation to approve mv courses. They 
keep cry ing about new Industry in the 
s tate and the need for skilled workers 
for modern jobs. Well here I am." 

� t� _ i 
cove rs 

Nex' 7 cacheted co� ers cornman.

IJratlnl: only I he major U. S. space 
achll!velllent� for $5.00 advanC'(! dO!
posit. SPAC E C H Ai' f C O\'ER�, 
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25724, U.S.A,  

"We may finally look forward to the 
da, when truly the right of citizens of 
the United states to vote shall not be 
dpnied or abridged by the UllitedStates 
or b ', am state 011 account of race, 
color , or previous condItion of serv
itude," Chlet Justice Warren said, 

All the candidates who brought up the 
subject of race relations said they op
posed discrimination and believed In 

working together. 
"Only in unity can we accompUsh 

what we seek," said Harold J, Noble, a 
white man running for re-election to the 
board of revenue. 

" If I am elected," said Lucius D. 
Amerson, the first Negro ever to rWI 
for Mal!on County sheriff, lIanyonewho 
breaks the law will be arrested regard
less of race, creed, or color." 
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WE3LEY MCNEAR 
Bullock Sheriff Candidate 

MRS. MARY MARSHALL 
Bullock School Board Candidate 

In Eu faula, Voters Hear 
' If Elected I Pr omise , 

• • •  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

cO'.lIlty in the state." 
John Kelly J r. spoke twice--once as a 

candidate for the county Board of Ed
ucation and once as a candidate for an 
at-large seat on the county Democratic 
Executive Committee. 

"I am soliCiting the vote of all regls
tered voters regardless of creed of 
color or national origin," said Kelly. 
"I'll see to It  we have the best faclll
ties In all schools. Our teachers wlll 
be adequately paid. Our children will 
get the educational things that In pre
vious years have been neglected," 

Eight of Barbour County's Negro can
didates are women, Six of the eight are 
running for precinct seats on the Demo
cratlc Executive Committee, 

Although Barbour County has more 
white voters than Negro voters, some of 
the preCincts have more Negro voters 
than white. The candidates for those 
seats sounded eager and confident. 

"The time has come," said Mrs. 
Bernice Haslam. "We have been used 
to back seats, back doors, and back 
jobs. We've been silent too long, But 
now we're going to vote right and get 
right. 

"We're not just going to move from 
the back of the bus to the front. We're 
going to drive." 

Then she asked a question that ottice-
seekers all over the United States near
ly always ask. " Where Is our tax money 
going?" she said, and added, "We'll 
find out." 

The Rev. Ned Williams Sr., another 
candidate tor an at-large seat on the 
Democratic Executive Committee, re
minded h1s audience that "thousands 
have died who would have rejoiced to 
see this day, when we have a chance to 
make the laws. 

"I was told a few days ago: 'You're 
golng to lose friends runnlng for that 
offlce.' I said. fIf I'm elected. I'm 
going to make friends.' " 

Mr, Cossey said the Barbour County 
Polltlcal Association, formed to pro
mote candidates for ilie election, could 
use some friends right now. 

He watched wh11e nearly every mem
ber of the audience walked up toa table 
and carefully counted out a dime or a 
dollar, or sometimes two dollars, 

I t l  was hoping we'd have a houseful of 
people," he said, looklng regretfully out 
at the pourln� rain. I tWe need mGney." 

But then he thought of a lastword for 
the audience and the candidates, 

ItIf you don't win," he said, "this 
Isn't the last time. Quitters never win, 
and winners never quit." 
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BIG JI M'S TRAIN 

IS ROL LING AGAIN 
BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

GRo\'E HILL--"Blg Train" came 
back to southwest Alabama th1s week 
and stopped at all the rural county 
seats. 

have always been based on." 
ADd he said that If he's elected, he'll 

call " a  canst! tution coovenUon tor all 
the folks to brtlll this state UJI to date." 

20 Pounds of Potatoes, 20 Pounds of Fish, 
24 Chickens, and 8 Pounds of Macaroni 

"Tell all )our friends. The Blg 
Traln's runn!n' ara.tn." shouted ell
Go\ernor James Folsom to about 100 
people who gathered in little groups 
around the Clarke County Court House 
Wedne�day afternoon. 

"Big Jim" dldn·t really give a 
speech. He chatted about the Bm of 
Rights: "That's what my campaign is 
based 011. that's what my campaigns 

NAACP Ends 
Sumter Protest 

YORK--No more picketing or boy
cothng Is planned here for at least six 
months. county NAACP president Rev. 
� elile Nixon said thls week. 

That's how long Mr. Nixoo said he 
would walt tosee whether SUmter Coun
t} merchants will make good on their 
promises to hire more Negroes. 

According to Mr. Nixon. the mer
chants haven·t hired any more Negroes 
yet. but s� they will when warm weath
er brings more business. 

"We're going to give them PLENTY 
ot time," said Mr. Nixon. 

SUmter County's two c1vll rights 
groups--the NAACP chaPter and the 
sumter County Movement for Human 
Rights--had been marching, picketing 
and boycotting in York and Livingston 
because they said they hadn't seen any 
signs of actioo from the bl-rac1a1 SUm
ter County Human Relations Commit
tee. 

But when, after six weeks of demoo
stra tlons. the merchants· associatioos 
ot York and Livingston said they were 
wUlIng to hire more Negroes. the word 
came through the bl-raclal committee. 

While the demonstrations were going 
on. the bl-raclal committee recom
mended the hiring of Negro pol1cemen. 
and in a few weeks the YorkClty Coun
cil hired one. 

But York Mayor Warren Grant admit
ted to the NAACP chapter, "Without 
j our spurring on, they possibly wouldn't 
have moved as fast as they did," 

Head Start 
The deadline for commwllUes to 

applj tor fUnds for summer Head start 
projects is March 31. 

Specialists to advise appllcants are 
at the anti-poverty offices In Birming
ham and Montgomery. 

Then be W81lt around shaklDi haDd.s 
and pass1Dc out bumper sUckers, "btle 
his four-man guitar band sang out 
"some at the good old sOllgs with Iota 
of history to them." 

Two elderly ladies came up to him. 
and one said, "We want to shake hands 
with you. Big Jim. It's been a long time, 
but we're so glad to see you back." 

Big Jlm--6 feet, eight Inches tall-
bent way over, shook their hands. and 
said he was mighty glad to be back, 
Folsom was governor from 1946 through 
1950 and 1954 through 1958. 

Since h1s last race for the governor's 
office. Folsom has been an Insurance 
agent and securities dealer In Cullman, 
In north Alabama. 

" The old folks, they're gonna vote for 
him for sure," an old Negro man said. 

Folsom worked his way around to the 
microphone again and said the band 
would do "Pm Back on the Firing Line 
Again," while some helpers passed the 
ammunition boxes around. 

"It doesn't matter how much you put 
in. What matters Is we get our ammu
nlUoo," 

Folsom chatted some more about the
Blll of Rights, about building four-lane 
highways to every county seat, and 
about the old charges that he's in love 
with the bottle. 

He said he used to drink a little but 
that he also had "an aUment that made 
me sometimes walk llke I was drunk and 
talk Ilke I was drunk." 

He got over the aUment and "I 
wouldn't touch a drink now for a m1ll10ll 
bucks. I'm the new old Big Jim, and I'm 
back on the flrln' line. We'll come 
around again In April. Tell all } our 
friends." 

100 MEALS A DAY 

90 MEALS TO GO 

Whitney Young on Rights, Peace 
TUSKEGEE -- "I don't think clvU 

rights organizations ought to confuse 
their friends by getting oft on another 
Issue." said Whitney Young. naUonal 
executive director of the Urban League. 

Young was talIc1ng about the war In 
Viet Nam. On a visit to Tuskegee Insti
tute this week, he told 250 students and 
faculty members that "an awfUl lot of 
people don't agree with the theory that 
'you can't be for civil rights and be for 
the war ..

. 
• 

He suggested that civil rights groups 
may lose �ght of their immediate goals 

by taking stands on questions when their 
opinions can't be translated Into pro
grams. 

Someone pointed out that the Urban 
League urged the U, S. government to 
support economic efforts to topple the 
white supremacist government of Rho
de�la. 

" That's different," Young said, 
"Rhodesia--that's clearly racial. OUr 
government's policy on Rhodesia has a 
direct Impact on Negro attitudes at 
home about the Sincerity of this coun
try in working for racial equality." 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER 
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For the price of Alabama's outlawed 
poll tax , you can follow the whole po
litical story in Alabama until Septem
ber 1. 
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M.ONTGOMER·j --The oUler morntna 
Mrs. Georgta GUmore started to pre
pare the nOOD dinner. She began with 
24 Chickens, 20 poundS of fish f11-
lets. 20 pounds of potatoes. more 
than eight pounds at macaroni and 
cheese. a dozen bunches of greens, 
and two gallons 01 beans. 

M.rs. GUmore Is a big woman and 
she has a big famny. BUt not that 
big. 

She prepares trom 100 to 125 meals 
a day In her own home on Mont
gomery's east side. Up to 90 mew 
are take-out orders tor the nearby 
laundries. doctors' offices, and Ala
bama State College personnel. 

But a dozen or more tolks come 
each noon to Georgla's dining room 
for her ch01ce ct two hot meals. 
They come from different occupaUons 
and neighborhoods and so the talk Is 
always varied and l1vely--from civU 
rights and the governor to baseball 
and music. 

Usually someone wUl switch on the 
television set. and the dialogue of 
a soap opera will be heard over 
the conversation. 

One of Georgia's regulars says tbat 
he once found Mrs. GUmore crying 
her eyes out 10 the kitchen 1?ecause 
someone on the TV soap opera had 
died. Georgta woo·t admit that, how
ever. 

Back In her Idtchen, Mrs. GUmore 
will tell you how she got Into the food 
business. 

She started cooking In her family 
when she was eight years of age, 
and when she was an adult she 
worked tor the cafeteria at a Mont
gomery hospital. 

At the time of the bus boycott 
in 1955. the restaurant was closed, and 
Mrs. Gilmore. with six children. was 
out of work. 
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MRS. GEORGIA GILMORE 
She started carrying sandwiches to 

mass meetings and someone suggest
ed that she prepare tull dinners re
gularly. And so she did. 

Martin Luther King Jr •• the Rev. 
Ralph D. Abernathy, and other well
known people have dropped by for a 
meal. Who taught her to cook? 

Mrs. Gllmore Is proud that the Rev. Mama, of course. 
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