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tation owner in the Delta area outside
Greenwood,

He insisted on showing the camera-
men the homes of a ¢good tenant?’ and
a “bad tenant?? on his place,

The good tenant’s home was well-
kept, the kitchen was full of food, the
family was well-dressed, and the man
of the house said, ¢‘Yessir yessir yes-
sir,” as often as possible while the
owner was showing the cameramen
around,

The viewers laughed. ¢‘And you’d
better keep sayin’ yessir,’”” one added,

«] help ’em out in the winter,”? the
owrer said. ¢I pay their medicalbills,
I give ’em whatever they need,’”’

“That’s right,”” said one of the men
watching, ¢¢You give ’em everything
except a salary that they could live their
own life on,”?

Then the cameras moved to the bad
tenant’s place, A teen-aged girl in the
tenant’s family watched while the owner
showed how run-down the house was,

«T,00k at that girl! She hates that
man,’”” somebody said,

¢«Mother doesn’t seem to,”?

¢««The girl’s been to school, She knows
somethin?,”?

«Let that cracker keep talkin’, He’s
crucifyin’ himself,??

The program moved on to Governor
Paul Johnson, to a well-educated, mod-
erate plantation owner, to white people
in a Greenville restaurant talking hope-
fully about race relations and the state’s
future. It showed a Jacksondoctor who
heads a group of people raising money
to rebuild the burned-down Negro
churches, Hodding Carter Jr,, publish-
er of the liberal Greenville Delta-Dem-

ocrat, came on twice, talking optimis-
tically both times, ‘

«There’s something wrong with this
program, Where’s Aaron Henry, and
Charles Evers, and the SNCC people in
Greenwood? Why aren’t they on there,
telling the other side?”’

¢«¢They showed the Klan rally and the
burned churches,”?

¢Yeah, but now, at the end, they’re
showin’ the white moderates and these
people rebuildin’ the churches,”

«¢people are gonna think Mississip-
pi’s doin’ fine by the time -this pro-
gram’s over,”’

¢TIt looks like Hodding Carter?’s view
of Mississippi is the one they want you
to believe,”’

«That’s the trouble, If thingsgethot
over there this summer, everybody in
the country who believes this program
will blame the Negroes for bustin’ upa
good thing,”’

¢Look at that!?’

The final scene of the hour-long pro-
gram had just come on, Three boys--
two Negro and one white--were fishing
together from the bank of the Missis-
sippi, They were casting their lines out
and reeling them in, casting and reeling,

¢««Those Negro kids don’thave fishing
poles, All they’ve got is sticks,”?

¢¢And they don’t have any lines on
those sticks! They don’t have any reels,
They’re just reelin’ in the air!*?

¢¢What a fake, The whole showwasa
fake, That’s NBC for you.”

“No, it wasn’t all a fake,”

¢«When they ended with a fake scene
like that, it means they’ll doanything to
prove their point, Why can’t they tell
the story the way it is!”

Read

Only Two Win Full Bloc

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL
MOBILE--The Wallace landslide
buried the Negro vote in state-wide
races on the Mobile County ballot, But
the Negro vote was the difference be-
tween victory and defeat in many local
races, even though thousands of regis-

~ tered Negroes did not go to the polls

and even though the ones who went didn’t
vote in a solid bloc,

No one knows what per cent of the
registered Negroes actually voted, The
official voting list was integrated this
year, Negro leaders and the U, S, At-
torney here estimate that Negro regis-
tration in the county is at least 25,000,

If this estimate isaccurate, thenless
than half of the registered Negroes
voted, ,Returns from the county’s Negro
areas indicate a total of about 12,000
Negro votes in the nearly 70,000 cast,

This is less than 20 per cent of the
total vote, But before the election and

after it, the Negro vote was one of the
main concerns of politicians around the
county,

In races for Congress, four places in
the state House of Representatives, dis-
trict attorney, judge of general ses-
sions, and the county school board, the
Negro vote determined who won or who
got into the run-off,

This happened despite the biggest
cracking of thebloc vote that anyone can
remember, ‘We’ve never been splitup
like this before,”’ said one veteran of
local political battles,as he watched the
votes being counted in ward 10, the lar-
gest Negro ward,

Few people who had been following
the campaign were surprised, Eventhe
people who took just a quick look could
see what was going to happen,

Hosea Williams of SCLC flew into
Mobile ona charteredplane from Atlan-
ta the nightbefore the election, ¢‘You’re

WHAT NEWSPAPERS SAID
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County independent party meeting in
Hayneville, as did many papers,

Time, a leading national weekly news
magazine, said at the end of its Alabama
story that several ¢‘able Negro candi-
dates?” came out of the primary, Time
named Fred D, Gray and Lucius D,
Amerson of Tuskegee, C, H, Montgom-
ery of Mobile, and the Rev, Henry Mc-
Caskill of Greensboro,

¢¢Clearly,” Time said attheend,‘‘as
much as Alabamians might want to hold
back history, even George for once
could not do it,”?

The Chicago Daily News said in its
editorial, ““ALABAMA AIN’TREADY,”’
Its editorial cartoon showed a Negro
starting out on an endless ¢¢‘Alabama
Road,”

The Chicago Tribune carriedafront-
page picture May 4 showing Negroes
voting in Selma with ¢¢little privacy.’”

The Wall Street Journal, the daily pa-
per read by important businessmen
around the country said, ¢“Most civil
rights leaders saw the results as proof
that racism is a long way from dead in
Dixie and that Negroes have far to go
before they’ll play a prominent role in
Southern politics.”’

The Washington Post, the paper read
by government officials in the nation’s
capital, carried front-page stories
about the Alabama voting and, in Fri-
day’s edition, had a lead headline say-
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ing, ¢“U,S,ACTSTOGIVE BAKER SEL-
MA VICTORY.”

Roscoe Drummond, who writes a col-
umn for the New York Herald-Tribune
and several other papers, thought that it
was good that Negroes in Green and Wil-
cox counties chose to keep long-time
white sheriffs instead of nominating
young Negroes for the job,

The Atlanta Constitution called Mrs,
Wallace’s victory the leading national
news story of the week,

The Augusta Chronicle, on the east-
ern edge of Georgia, carriedanaccount
of George Wallace on election day
¢“talking to the folks back home? in
Clayton. Next to a picture of Wallace
was that same picture of Negro folks
waiting in line outside The Sugar Shack,
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e NEA CONVENTION i
ar. Florida with ar. Alabama
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This year the Alabama State Teachers Association is personally urging its teachers to widen their
professional horizons by attending the annual NEA Convention in Miami Beach, Florida, June 26-July 1,

1966.

To make it more convenient, we huve packaged a low priced, high quality tour that includes air-condi-
tioned bus transportation, hotel, and a banquet from Birmingham, Mobile, and Montgomery or any city in

- How Did Mobile Negroes Vote?

about as confused a bunch of people as
I’ve ever seen in my life,”” he told a
large crowd ata Negro church inPrich-
ard, ;

At least six different sample ballots
were circulating in the Negro sections
of the county, Some of them recom-
mended Flowers for governor, some
Elliott, because the state labor council
had endorsed him,

Flowers got about 80 per cent of the
Negro vote, Elliott about 15 per cent,

The splits were bigger in some local
races, especially districtattorney, The
Non-Partisan Voters League sample
ballot, which has the largest distribu-
tion and most influence in the county,
endorsed Carl Booth, the incumbent,
Most of the other ballots went for Peter
Palughi, Booth’s only opponent,

Palughi won about 30 per cent of the
Negro vote, but Booth’s 70 per cent was
enough to win the nomination,

Only the two Negroeson the ballot got

Not a Chance

MOBILE--Willis Pollard, a Negro
running for county executive com-
mittee, must have known he didn’t
have much of a chance May 3,

The name of his opponent was Lur=
line George,

FLORIDA

~ ASTA DELEGATES

A tour designed and sponsored by the Aiabama State Teachers Association

Alabama where 37 or more individuc!s desire to attend the Convention.

C.,H, MONTGOMERY’S CAMPAIGN PLAN: DID IT WORK?

a bloc vote from Negroes, C,H, Mont-
gomery, running for the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Dr, W, L, Russell,
running for the school board, both polled
well over 90 per cent of the votes cast
in their races in Negro wards,

But about one-fourth of the Negroes
who went to the polls didn’t votefor any=
body in either of these tworaces, Some
people apparently went to the polls only
to vote in the governor’s race, Others,
however, say they deliberately voted for
no one in Montgomery’s and Russell’s
races,

Both men ran very mild campaigns,
So, few Negroes were enthusiastic about
the Negro candidates, and some were
even annoyed,

Montgomery was running for one of
the county’s ten places in the House of
Representatives and one of his main
campaign slogans was, ‘‘Remember--
It’s Only One Out of Ten,”’

Both men needed some white votes to
get into the run-off, Montgomery says
his kind of campaign was the only way to
get those votes, Russell and Montgom-
ery both ran second in their races
and will be in the run-off,

They each won about five per cent
of the white vote, and that made the
difference between coming in second
and coming in third,
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