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Mobile Fire Department: A White Editor Views 
Alabama's Negro Vote The Fire Chief Meets the Press 

BY MARY ELLEN GALE 
TUSKEGEE--"I'm not sure I could 

have done it," the white man said ap­
provingly to his Negro audience. "I'm 
not sure I could have been that wise." 

The man was Neil O. DaVis, editor 
of the Tuskegee News. His audience 
were members of the Tuskegee Civic 
aSSOCiation. He was talking about the 
May 3 election. 

"The Negro showed remarkable pru­
dence and restraint in resisting the 
tPmptation to sweep it all," Davis said. 
"He was more discerning than the white 
man expected. At the local level, the 
Negro chose the candidates he deemed 
most qualified, regardless of race." 

Although Macon County's Negro ma­
jority succeeded in faUing to elect any 
Negro to office without a run-off, the 
newspaper editor didn't limit his praise 
o close to home. 

He cited the sheriff's races in Greene 
and Wilcox counties--where Negroes 
challenged white officeholders and lost 
--as the best examples of what he 
meant. 

"The Negro voters could have un­
seated the white sheriffs," Davis said. 
"They must have thought the incum­
bents the best men in the race. 

"They delivered an important mes­
sage. If you were sheriff, wouldn't you 
begin to equate political success with 
fairness and justice for all?" 

Most of the audience at the Sunday 
meeting murmured as if to say they 
would. But not everyone agreed. 

Some questioners wondered aloud 
whether electoral defeat for Negro can­
didates was really a moral victory for 
Negro voters. After DavispraisedNe­
groes for flocking to the ballot boxes, a 
'T'uskegee Institute professor stood up 
to challenge his figures. 

liThe turnout in Macon County wasn't 
80 per cent," said James Henderson. 
"If Negro voters turned out anywhere, 
it should have been here where there's 
no intimidation. 

"I as a poll watcher was aware that 
many whites voted twice by Negro 
proxy," Henderson added. "If Negroes 
In Greene and Wilcox had voted their 
sole conviction, the results might have 
been different." 

Another professor, Brian Weinstein, 
suggested that Negro majorities ran the 
risk of overlooking qualified Negro can-

didates in trying to keep some whites in 
office. 

"It would be political suicide for the 
Negro to do other than resist the temp­
tation to take it ail," Davis replied. 

"I'm thankful Macon County spurned 
the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee who pleaded go it alone," he 
said. "That the black panther didn't 
grow beyond the bounds of Lowndes 
County to any extent is a sign of poli tical 
responsibility among the voters." 

But Davis, whose newspaper sup­
ported former congressman Carl El­
liott, admitted that the election returns 
weren' t all good. He said he was disap­
pointed by the white bloc vote for Mrs. 
George C. Wallace and the Negro bloc 
vote for Richmond Flowers. 

"The choice should not be made on 
the race issue alone," he said. 

He urged Negro voters not to despair 
over the similarities between Mrs. 
Wallace and the likely Republican nomi­
nee, Congressman James D. 'VIartin. 

"Martin can't outseg Wailace. His 
only hope is offering something with a 
reasonable, realistic 20th century fla­
vor in the area of human rights." 

"Mrs. Wallace got 400,000 votes. By 
November there will be a million votes 
up for grabs. If it's close both sides 
will want to talk to representatives of 
the Negro electorate." 

The newspaper editor had another, 
long-range hope to hold out. "In voting 
freely, In nominating a few Negroes to 
office," he said, "you have started on 
the venture of democratic self-govern­
ment. That will be remembered long 
after the Wallaces have faded into ob­
livion." 

BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

MOBILE--The fire department here 
has decided to let its one Negro com­
pany inspect white homes for fire haz­
ards. When the Negro company--21, 
located in the Magazine Point section of 
town--started home Inspections a few 
weeks ago, it was instructed to stay out 
of the white neighborhoods in its area. 

Under a city-wide home inspection 
program, each company has been as­
Signed an area to inspect around its sta­
tion. The firemen go to each house in 
the area, offer to check it for fire ha­
zards, and suggest corrections if they 
find any hazards. 

The program is completely volunta­
ry. Residents are not required to let 
the firemen in. 

A big map in fire department head-

The Eyes of Texas 
Are on Demopolis 

BY LARRY FREUDIGEH 

DEMOPOLIS -- Ten white students 
from the University of Texas spent their 
Easter vacation in this Marengo County 
town preparing for a county-wide edu­
cational project this summer. 

This is believed to be the first civil 
rights project in the South organized ell-

tirely by Southern white students and the 
first to try to operate with the biessing 
of the local white power structure. 

They brought with them more than 
1000 books collected in Austin, Texas, 
for the Demopolis Public Library, 
which is now integrated. 

Think and Grin 
The books will be given to the library 

with the understanding that books deal­
ing with civil rights and Negro history 
will not be rejected. 

BY ARLA:vI CARR JR. 
The students do not yet know whether 

the library wiII accept this condition; if 
it refuses, the group plans to use the 
books to set up a freedom library in the 
Negro district. 

RIDDLES IN RHYME 
(Look for answers below) 

ound as a biscuit, busy as a bee. 
Prettiest little thing you ever did 
:.ee. 

A household, a roomful, 
Can't catch a spoonful. 

3. What is deep as a house 
And round as a cup, 
And all the king's horses 
Can't draw it uP? 

�~�.� The mother of mE'n was a lady whose 
name 

Read backward or forward, is always 
the same. 

ti. Four joll y men sat down to play 
, And played all night till break of day; 

They played for cash and not for fun, 
With separate scores for everyone, 
Yet when they came to square ac-
counts, 

They all had made quite fair 
amounts. 

Can you this paradox explain? 
If no one lost, how could all gain? 
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of Macon, Ga. 
DIVlliE 

SPIRITUAL HEALER 
Jesus is truly giving victory to'many, 
many people's problems. SUCCESS 
CAN BE YOURS. See or write me 
today. I have a special message for 
every troubled soul. Last week 
many, many people were helped by 
m} speCIal selected Bible reading, 
to be read on Special Days, If you 
want to be delivered quickly, Send 
$1.00 and stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: 

REV. ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN 
630 MORROW ST. 
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Ross Street Cleaners 
418 ROSS ST., MONTGOMERY 

CLEANING EXPERTLY DONE 
BY 

EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL 

CITY WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE 

Mack Guilford, Prop. 
PHONE 262-0990 

6. I'm the name of a country, and 
strange, you'll declare. 

If you cut off my head, why, I am shll 
there. 

Take away my tail, but nought you WIll 
gain, 

For e'en though you do, I still WIll 
remain. 

What country am I? 

ANSWERS 
1. A watch. 
2. Smoke. 
3. A well. 
4. Eve. 
5. The four players were musiclans 

in a dance orchestra. 
6. SIAM. Cut off its head -- S -- and 

I AM is still there. Then, take 
away A and M and I still remams. 

The primary purpose of the summer 
projec t will be to provide background in 
basic high school subjects for those stu­
dents who will be attending newly inte­
grated high schools and those planning 
to go on to college. 

The group plans to place two people 
in each of about six towns, teachingba­
sic English and algebra, and tutor ing 
students with particular problems. 
They will also have one man giving 
classes in American Negro history 
throug11Out the county. 

The project was organized at the Uni-
verSity of Texas by Dick Revis, a stu­
dent there who worked last sum mer on 
voter registration with Marengo County 
SCLC. 

Carter's Grocery and Lunch 
Chicken Speci al 

Special Plate Lunch 

499' 

699 
PHONE: 727-0360 TUSKE GEE INSTITUTE, ALA. 

Hear the 

on 

l4DoRadio 
WJW--WJLN-FM in Birmingham 

quarters shows the areas assigned to 
each company. There are two white 
neighborhoods in company 21's area. 

When a newspaper reporter asked 
Mobile Fire Chief C. Dan Sirmon if 
company 21 had been told not to inspect 
the homes in the white neighborhoods, 
he said, "I'm not going to answer a 
question like that •••• We're getting 
along fine in the fire department. You're 
just tryin' to stir up trouble." 

But Sirmon said that he had issued no 
order for the Negro firemen to stay out 
of the white neighborhoods. The report­
er asked if company 21 had received any 
suggestions or recommendations, rath­
er than an official order, about staying 
out of the white neighborhoods. 

Sirmon did not answer the question. 
Instead, he offered to let the reporter 
comE' back the next afternoon and look 
at ail the department's records on the 
home inspection program. "We have 
nothing to hide," said Sirmon. 

But when the reporter returned the 
next day, Sirmon would not let him look 
at the records, Instead, Sirmon called 
company 21 and company one and told 
the men on duty to come to his office. 

Company one,Mobile's oldest,was or­
ganized by Creoles in the early 1800's 
before a city fire department existed. 
Membership in the company has tradi­
tionally passed down through Creole 
families since then. Creoles are light­
skinned people of white, Negro and Indi­
an ancestry. 

When the men arrived, Chief Sirmon 
asked them if they had received any or­
ders not to inspect white residences in 
their areas. They said, "No." 

He asked them if they were inspecting 
all the residences in their areas. They 
said, "Yes." 

He asked if they had ever been mis­
treated by the fir e department. They 
said, ((No." 

Then the reporter asked a few ques­
tions about the inspection program and 
got similar answers. 

"That should satisfy you about how 
we run our department," Sirmon said 
to the reporter. Sirmon gave the fire­
men and the reporter copies of am em­
orandum he had written just before the 
meClting. -

The memo said, "I expect you to in­
spect nil residences and industrial 
plants in the area assigned to you ••• " 

"That's true about us Inspecting all 
reSidences," said a fireman from com-

�~� 'tXJ 
covers 

Nex! 7 cacheted covers commem­
ora Un\: only the major U. S. space 
achievements tor $5.00 advance de­
posit. SPACE CRAFT COVERS, 
P.O. Box 2296, Huntington, W. Va. 
25724, U.S.A. 

MALDEN BROTH'ERS 
BARBER SHOP 

407 Sout,h Jackson 

262-9249 

Nelson ond Spurgeon Molden 

pany 21 later the same day. "It's been 
true since this afternoon. That big pow­
wow downtown wasn't the first one to­
day. It was the second. The first one 
was at the statIOn, about an hour before 
the one downtown." 

The mE'eting at the station covered 
routine matters, but at the end of it, 
"They read the ordpr that we were to 
Inspect all houses," said another fire­
man. 

The first firemen said the original 
order not to inspect the white houses 
had been given to the men a few weeks 

SAFE! 
No guess-work here. only 

experlE'nced personnel han-

dIe your good money ••• We're 

at YO'lr servIce 

earlier in a similar meeting. But it 
wasn't followed up with an official mem­
orandum or anything else on paper, as 
the second order was. 

"This was something they wouldn't 
put on paper," one ofthe me:J.explained. 
The other said, "Thev were real smart 
about it. They told one man, who told 
another. And it finally got down to us." 

"They might get my job for telling 
you about this," said one of the men. 
"That's why no one would speak up at 
that meeting downtown. But I don't like 
what they were tryin' to do to us." 

.. 
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How Did Mobile Negroes Vote? 
Only Two Win Full Bloc 

Mississippi 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 

tation owner in the Delta area outside 
Greenwood. 

Self Portrait 
ocrat, came on twice, talking optimis­
tically both tim es. 

BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 
MOBILE--The Wallace landslide 

buried the Negro vote In state-wide 
races on the Mobile County ballot. But 
the Negro vote was the difference be­
tween victory and defeat in many local 
races. even though thousands of regis­
tered Negroes did not go to the polls 
anp even though the ones who went didn' t 
vote in a solid bloc, 

No one knows what per cent of the 
registered Negroes actually voted. The 
official voting list was integrated this 
year. Negro leaders and the U, S. A t­
torney here estimate that Negro regis­
tration in the county is at least 25,000, 

If this estimate is accurate, then less 
than half of the registered Negroes 
voted. ,Returns from the county's Negro 
areas indicate a total of about 12.000 
Negro votes in the nearly 70.000 cast. 

This is less than 20 per cent of the 
total vote. But before the election and 

after it. the Negro vote was one of the 
main concerns of politicians around the 
county. 

In races for congress, four places in 
the state House of Representatives, dis­
trict attorney, judge of general ses­
Sions, and the county school board, the 
Negro vote determined who won or who ' 
got Into the run-off. 

This happened despite the biggest 
cracking of the bloc vote that anyone can 
remember. "We've never been spllt up 
like this before,'; said one veteran of 
local political battles, as he watched the 
votes being counted In ward 10. the lar­
gest Negro ward. 

Few people who had been following 
the campaign were surprised. Even the 
people who took jus t a quick look could 
see what was going to happen. 

Hosea Williams of SCLC flew into 
Mobile ona chartered plane from Atlan­
ta the night before the election. " You're 

C.H. MONTGOMERY'S CAMPAIGN PLAN: DID IT WORK? 

about as confused a bunch of people as 
I've ever seen in my life," he told a . 
large crowd at a Negro church in Prich­
ard. 

At least six different sample ballots 
were circulating in the Negro sections 
of the county. Some of them recom­
mended Flowers for governor. some 
Elliott, because th.e state labor council 
had endorsed him, 

a bloc vote from Negroes. C. H. Mont­
gomery. running for the House of Rep­
resentatives. and Dr, W. L. Russell, 
running for the school board, both polled 
well over 90 per cent of the votes cast 
In their races in Negro wards. 

He insisted on showing the camera­
men the homes of a "good tenant" and 
a "bad tenant" on his place, 

"There's something wrong with this 
Program, Where's Aaron Henry, and 
Charles Evers, and the SNCC people in 
Greenwood? Why aren't they on there. 
telling the other side?" 

WHAT NEWSPAPERS SAID 
Flowers got about 80 per cent of the 

Negro vote. Elliott about 15 per cent, 
The splits were bigger in some local 

races, especially district attorney. The 
Non-Partisan voters League sample 
ballot, which has the largest distribu­
tion and most influence in the county, 
endorsed Carl Booth, the incumbent. 
Most of the other ballots wentfor Peter 
Palughi , Booth's only opponent. 

But about one-fourth of the Negroes 
who went to the polls didn't vote for any­
bodY in either of these two races. Some 
people apparently went to the polls only 
to vote in the governor's race. Others, 
however. say they deliberately voted for 
no one in Montgomery's and Russell's 
races, 

The good tenant·s home was well­
kept, the kitchen was full of food. the 
family was well-dressed, and the man 
of the house said, "Yessir yessir yes­
sir," as often as possible while the 
owner was showing the cameramen 
around. 

The viewers laughed. "And you'd 
better keep sayin' yes sir ," one added. 

"1 help 'em out in the Winter," the 
owr..er said. "I pay their medical bills. 
I give 'em whatever they need." 

"That' s right," said one of the men 
watching. "You give 'em everything 
except a salny tnat they could live their 
own life on," 

Then the cameras moved to the bad 
tenant's place. A teen-aged girl in the 
tenant's family watched while the owner 
showed how run- down the house was, 

"Look at that girl! She hates that 
man." somebody said. 

"Mother doesn·t seem to," 
" The girl's been to school. She knows 

somethin· .. • 
"Let that cracker keep talkin' . He's 

crucifyln' himself," 
The program moved on to Governor 

Paul Johnson, to a well-educated, mod­
erate plantation owner. to white people 
in a Greenville restaurant talking hope­
full), about race relations and the state's 
future. It showed a Jackson doctor who 
heads a group of people raising mone), 
to rebulld the burned-down Negro 
churches. Hodding Carter Jr •• publish­
er of the liberal Greenville Delta-Dem-

"They showed the Klan rally and the 
burned churches." 

"Yeah. but now. at the end. they're 
showin' the white moderates and these 
people rebuildin' the churches." 

"people are gonna think Mississip­
pi'S doin' fine b)' the time ' this pro­
gram's over." 

"It looks like Hodding Carter's view 
of Mississippi is the one they want you 
to believe." 

"That·s the trouble. If things get hot 
over there this summer, everybody in 
the country who believes this program 
will blame the Negroes for bustin' up a 
good thing." 

"Look at that!" 

The final scene of the hour-long pro­
gram had just come on. Three boys-­
two Negro and one white--were fishing 
together from the bank of the Missis­
sippi. They were casting their lines out 
and reeling them in, casting and r eeling. 

"Those Negro kids don'thavefishing 
poles, All they' ve got is sticks," 

"And they don't have any lines on 
those sticks! They don't have any reels. 
TheY're just reelin' in the air!" 

"What a fake. The whole show was a 
fake. That's NBC for you,,' 

"No, it wasn' t all a fake." 
"When they ended with a fa:'e scene 

like that. it means they' ll doanythlng to 
prove their point. Why can't they tell 
the stor:,' the wa> It is! " 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 

County independent party meetlng in 
Hayneville. as did many papers. 

Time. a leadlng national weekly news 
magazine. said at the end of its Alabama 
story that several "able Negro candi­
dates" came out of the primary. Time 
named Fred D. Gray and Lucius D. 
Amerson of Tuskegee. C. H. Montgom­
ery of Mobile, and the Rev, Henry Mc­
Caskill of Greensboro, 

"Clearly," Time said at the end, "as 
much as Alabamians might want to hold 
back history. even George for once 
could not do it,', 

The Chicago Daily News said in its 
editorial, "ALABAMA AIN'T READY." 
Its editorial cartoon showed a Negro 
starting out on an endless "Alabama 
Road." 

The Chicago Tribune carried afront­
page picture May 4 showing Negroes 
voting in Selma with "little privacy," 

The Wall Street Journal. the daily pa­
per read by Important businessmen 
around the country said. "Most civil 
rights leaders saw the results as proof 
that racism is a long way from dead in 
Dixie and that Negroes have far to go 
before they'll playa prominent role In 
Southern politics," 

The Washington Post, the paper read 
by government officials in the nation's 
capital. carried front-page stories 
about the Alabama voting and, in Fri­
day's edition, had a lead headline say-
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ing, "U. S. ACTS TO GIVE BAKER SEL­
MA VICTORY," 

Roscoe Drummond, who writes a col­
umn for the New York Herald-Tribune 
and several other papers, thought that it 
was good that Negroes in Green and Wil­
cox counties chose to keep long-time 
white sheriffs instead of nominating 
young Negroes for the job. 

The Atlanta Constitution called Mrs. 
Wallace's victory the leading national 
news story 01 the week. 

The Augusta Chronicle, on the east­
ern edge of Georgia, carried an account 
of George Wallace on election day 
"talklng . to the folks back home" in 
Clayton. Next to a picture of Wallace 
was that same picture of Negro folks 
waiting in line outSide The Sugar Shack. 

COME TO 

palughi won about 30 per cent of the 
Negro vote, but Booth's 70percentwas 
enough to win the nomination. 

Only the two Negroes on the ballot got 

Not a Chance 
MOBILE --Willis Pollard. a Negro 

running for county executive com­
mittee, must have known he didn·t 
have much of a chance May 3, 
The name of his opponent was Lur­

line George. 

FLORIDA 

Both men ran very mild campaigns, 
So, few Negroes were enthusiastic about 
the Negro candidates, and some were 
even annoyed. 

Montgomery was runnlng for one of 
the county's ten places in the House ot 
Representatives and one of his main 
campaign slogans was, "Remember-­
It's Only one Out of Ten," 

Both men needed some white votes to 
get into the run-off. Montgomery says 
his kind of campaign was the only way to 
get those votes. Russell and Montgom­
ery both ran second in their races 
and will be in the run-off, 

They each won about five per cent 
of the white vote, and that made the 
difference between coming in second 
and coming in third. 
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June 25 

( 
NEA CONVENTION Iv. Florida 
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A tour designed and sponsored by the Alabama State Teachers Association 

This year the Alabama State T each ers Associati on is personally urging its teachers to widen tf,e ir 
professional hori zon s by attend ing the annuol N EA Convent ion i'1 Mi ami Beach ' F lorida June 26-.Ju ly 1 
1966. " , 

. To make it more c~nvenient, we huve packaged a low priced, 'high quality tour that includes air-con di-
tioned bus transportation, hote l: and 0 b~nquet from Birminghom, Mobile, and Montgomery or any city in 
AI·abama where 37 or more IndiVidua ls deSire to attend the Convention . . 

ACCOMMODATIONS * BIRMINGHAM MOBILE MONTGOMERY 

Single Room $103.00 $100.00 Banquet Ticket $100.00 

Double (twin bds.) 
$70.00 $67:00 Banquet Ticket $67 .00 

• Meals Not Included 
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. (Cashl ers check or money order) Make check payable to the AST A-N EA Convention Tour and send to AI 0-
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M'lY 20, 
,Tune 6, 
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Nome ___________________________________ ~ ______________________________ ___ 
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Address ________ _ _ _________ Alabamo ___________ __ 
Zip Code 
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City of Departure - Birmingham \ ) Mobile ( ) Montgomery ( 




