














BAGE SIX

Reconstruction Saw Negro Gain

Negroes in U.S. History -- Chapter 8

BY BOBBI AND FRANK CIECIORKA

WHEN THE CIVIL War ended, people in the North
couldn’t decide what to do with the South, Before the
war, almost all of the best land and most of the slaves
were owned by a small number of white people. These
slaveowners made most of the decisions abouthow the
South was run. They were also the people who started
the war. Many northerners wanted to let them run
things again after the war. Andrew Johnson became

president when Lincoln was shot, He was one of those who wanted to forgive the

Confederates,

Other people believed that the war was fought for nothing if the old slaveholders
were put back in power, They wanted to ‘‘reconstruct’” society inthe Southso that
equality and democracy would replace rule by a few, They were-called ‘‘radi-
cals,” Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner were two leaders of the Recon-

struction program in Congress,

But no matter what people in the North
thought, the freed slaves had their own
ideas, They wanted to own their own
land, they wanted education, and they
wanted a voice in how things were run,

DURING THE WAR, many slaves took
over the plantations when the Union
army chased the ownersaway, The sol-
diers told the slaves that Congress
would give them the land to keep after
the war, They set up their own govern-
ment, They bullt roads, schools and
churches, And they got guns toprotect
themselves,

All over the South, Negroes and poor
whites organized together into what they
called Union Leagues, One outof every
three people in the Union Leagues was
white, These Leagues were very much
like the Mississippi Freedom Demo-
cratic Party is today. They held mass
meetings once a week in churches and
schools, They talked about the kind of
government they wanted in the South,
And for a few years after the war, they
got their chance to be apartof the gov-
ernment,

During Reconstruction there were
Negroes in Congress andinthe state
legislatures, Therewere Negropolice,
judges and lawyers in the South, Before
the war, only the rich could afford toget
an education, Only people who owned
property could vote, Poor white people
were not much better off than Negroes,
The freed slaves and poor whites in the
legislatures after the war gave every-
one a chance to get a free education,
They changed the law so that a person
didn’t have to own property to vote,
They also gave more rights to women
and they passed civil rights bills,

Most history books don’t say that Ne-
groes and poor whites passedgood laws
during Reconstruction, They say that
Negroes did not have enough education

to make good laws, But when someone
is sick, you don’t need to go to college
to know he needs medical care, And
when someone can’t read, anyone knows
he needs education, These were the
kinds of laws that were passed,

THE OLD SLAVEOWNERS tried to
destroy the movement, They organized
secret groups like the Ku Klux Klan,
They tried toget their old power back by
burning, beating and killing, But there
were still federal troops in the South,
And the Union Leagues still had guns to
defend themselves, So the slaveowners
were not too successful,

But in 1876, the election for president
was very close, There were three
Southerp states that turned in two sets
of votes, The slaveowners had separate
elections and they voted for the Demo-
crat, Tilden, Negroes and poor whites
voted for Hayes, the Republican, Con-
gress set up a committee to decide
which votes should be counted,

Hayes wanted to make sure he became
president, He talked to the people on the
committee who were in favor of the
slaveowners, He said that if they count-
ed his votes instead of Tilden’s, he
would pull the federal troops out of the
South, That meant that Negroes and
poor whites would no longer have feder-
al protection, So in 1877, President
Hayes sold out the cause of democracy,
The Klan stepped up their system of ter-
ror and hatred of Negroes as soonas the
federal troops were gone,

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY in the
South was run by the old Confederates,
Many of them wanted to have Negroes
vote for them, So they offered to hold
back the Klan inreturnfor Negrovotes,
But Negroes didn’t feel that they had the
same needs and interests as rich peo-
ple, landowners and old slaveholders,
On the other hand, the Republican Party

was selling them out again and again,
Then, in the 1890’s, a new party rose

By losing the Negro vote, the Popu-

list Party was cut in half, More and

up to challenge the other two, It was more the Populists tried to get white
called the Populist, or People’s Party, votes by talking against the Negroes,

The Populists said that poor whitesand By 1906,

even Tom Watson turned

Negroes should stick together, Aslong against the Negroes, But the Democrats

as they were set against one another,

were solidly in power and the Populist

their wages would be low and they would Party slowly disappeared, Negroesand

never get anywhere, One Populist lead-

poor whites were left without any voice

er, Tom Watson, said the party would in the decisions thataffected their lives,

‘““wipe out the color line’?,

The Democrats wereafraid the Popu-
lists would take over the South, First
the Democrats tried to split the union of
poor whites and Negroes,

The next step was to take the rightto
vote away from Negroes, Each of the
Southern states passedlaws tokeep Ne-
groes from voting, Mississippi was the
first in 1890, By 1910, all the states in
the South had such laws,
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Jackson High Students

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

JACKSON--Robert Brooks hasn’t
been to his classes at Jackson High
School for nearly three weeks, ¢I
don’t want to lose my life,”” Brooks
explained,

He is a Negro., Jackson High was
all white until this fall,

Brooks and four Negro girls inte-
grated the high school in September,
They are all seniors, A total of 14
Negroes integrated the Clarke County
public schools in grades one, four,
seven and 12,

Despite the integration, the county’s
desegregation plan has not yetbeenap-
proved by the U, S, Office of Education,

At first, Brooks and the girls metno
open hostility from their white class-
mates, Then, in mid-October, a little
harassment began against Brooks, He
said it came from teachers and stu-
dents,

It grew steadily worse, he said, until
it included ¢‘threats that I’d bekilled,”’

Then, about three weeks ago, as
Brooks started walking away from
school, a bunch of white boys followed
him out, He ignored them, and one of

S Attack Negro Classmate

them charged into him from behind,
leaving him with an injured back,

Brooks’ doctor sent him to bed for
a few weeks, His back has mended
pretty well by now, but he still hasn’t
returned to school,

According to Frank Dean, a young
Negro leader in Clarke County, the
Jackson High principal called and said
things would get worse if Brooks re-
turned to school.

But now it appears that an official
attempt will be made to protect Brooks
when he returns to school, ‘‘The high
sheriff is supposed to escorthim inand
out,’” said Cleave Jackson,another Ne-
gro leader,

School officials refused to comment,

SCHOLARSHIPS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE)

school district shows that Negro first-
graders in the Mobile system are, on
the average,about one year behind white
first-graders,

By the time the Negro students gradu-
ate from high school, they are three
years behind, the repor* says,
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