








  

   
    

        
           

       
          

            
            

        
       

       
         

   
        

           
          

  
          

           
    

     

      

     

     
      

    

      
        

     
    

       
       

    
     

     
      
  
     

        
     

        
       

 
     

       
         

    
       

     
       
     

      
        

   
      

    
    

       
      

       
       

    
       
        
 
        
      

        
      

      
      

     
   

    
         

 
       
      

       
     
       
   

      
      

 

   

   
       

  
       

       
         
       

       
       

       
      

        
        

 

  

     
       

       
        

      
     

       
     

      
   

       
        
      
       

       
 

      
      

     
       

       
     

       
 

       
        

      
       

      
       

      
       

    
       

     
     
          

     
       

          
     

       
        

      
         

 
      

       
       
          
        
    
       

       
         

         
       
      

       
   
       

      
       

         
       

    
      
   

        
     

      
    

   

   
       

     
      

    

       
     

      
     

     
       

     
   

      
      
       

         
      

     

      
      

     
        
        

      
         
     

      

    

   
        

     
     

        
      

       
       

    
      

      
        

    
  
       

      
       

      
      

       
        

  
      

      
        

      
      

      

        
     

     
      

      
     

       
      
  

         
        

      
        

 
        

       
        
       
       

     
      

    
     

      
         

    
     
     

       

      
    

      
     

       
     

     
       
     

 
     

      
 

    
       

     
       

  
      

      
     

 
       

 
        
     

       
   

       
      

     
     

       
       

     
       

     

      
      

       
     

      
       

  

      
    

   
    

   
          

        
        

 
     

       
      

      
        
    
        

      
       

      
         
     

      
     

      
   
      

      
 
         
       

        
      
 

       
         
     

       
         

     

   
        

       
      

        

   
      

       
  

      
        

     
       

       
       

        
 

      
        

   

    

    
      

       
      
  

      
      

      
       

 
       

       
    
       

      
      

     
      

  
    

      
     

       
       

   
       

      
      

      
  

      
       

   
     

    
     

      

     
     
     
      

     
     
     

       
        
       

      
         

     
 

    
      
      

        
    

 

 
  

  
   

  
 
 

     
   

   
  

     
  

  

   

    
       
       

       
       

         
      

       
    

   
     

   
   
  

      
        

    
   

     
     

     
      
      

   
      

    

  

  

 

  
  

   

      

 
 

    

  
    

   
  

      

      

 

     

  

  
   

  
    

   

  
 

 

   

          

         

Selma Men Acquitted 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

PUc:bIr prGcecI wUDe.... to alJbi for the defeDdanta. 
ADd, be cla1med, IIr. Reeb did not set the prompt medical 
atteDtiOll that could bave Aved b1a lite. 

He cbarpd In court that "certa1llcivU r1cbta croups bad 
to bav. a martYr, aDd they Wlr. wWlDC to let Reeb die." 

It did DOt take tile JlU'oralOllCto do their "tl1ty." Ninety 
minute. after they bepD dellberatlDr, the jurors made 
Cook aDd tile brothers Haale tree meo. 

After the ac:quUtals, the federal government began look­
lDIinto tile posslbU1ty ofprosecutlJlg tile three men OIl clv-
11 rlCllts char,es. 

Tbe three Selma defendants have already been charged, 
but not indicted, under the same 1870 law used to COOvict 
CoWe Leroy W1lk1Ds Jr. and two others earUer tills month 
in Mootcomery. 

The U.s. SUpreme Court ls expected to rule soon on 
whether tile 1870 law can be applied to killings of Negroes 
and clvll rights workers. 

Mayor: I'll See Alabama Opinion 

Selma Negroes Negroes Shouldn't Deny 
�O�f�:�r�:�:�:�W�o�:�!�,�M�.�~�!�i�t�h�'� Heritage of Blues Songs 

SELMA --It's not Just lIllY Dallas 
County Nerro who can talk to Mayor JO( 
Smitherman about poverty. It'l ooly 
Nerroes of "good talth." 

OD Dec. 4, the mayor granted an aud­
lence to about two dozen Negroes from 
SHAPE, (Dallas County self-Help 
Ap1Dst Poverty with F.Veryooe), an 
anti-poverty committee spr1ng1ng 
mostly trom the Negro communiUes of 
Dallas County. 

They ctrered Smitherman a written 
plan tor a committee to run a federal 
anti-pOVerty program inDallaaCounty. 

BY NORMAN LUMPKIN 

MONTGOMERY -- Negroes belleve 
they have nothing to otter their own 
American SOCiety. 

This Is a grave. mistake, because we 
have the blues. The blues are an origi­
nal art form In this country, an art form 
this country has to otter the world. 

III the blues, you can see yourself, 
you can see your mother and father, and 
better understand the troubles they had. 

The blues are noth1ng but soul. "The 
Soul ol a Man," that's a song. "DoUble­
o Soul." "SOUl Joinl." The blues are 
nothing but soul, an earthy thing. 

People who sing the blues are nothlng 
but bums. Freight-train riders. Ex­
cOllvicts. And the ODly way they CaD ex­
press themselves Is through song. 

Xmas Present· • 
New Voters 

BY LAURA GODOFSKY 

WASHINGTON--About 2,300 college 
students from all over the cOUDtry will 
spend their Christmas vacation helping 
reglster Negro voters In Alabama and 
tlve other SOUthern states. 

The tirst group of students helping in 
the" Freedom Christmas" project will 
arrlve thls weekE!lld. The second group 
wUl arrive about Dec. 28. 

The Alabama projects were planned 
by SCLC. OnehUDdredstudentsareex­
pected in Birmingham. Others will 
work in Montgomery. 

The students, many of whom worked 
on SCOPE projects last summer, w111 
Hve in the homes of local Negroes. 
From Dec. 21 to Jan. 15, they w111 go 
from house to house in Negro neigh­
borhoods, asking Negroes to reglster. 

Most of the student volunteers will 
work In Southern count1es with federal 
examiners. Organizers of the project 
feel that in these areas, a great deal 
can be done in the short time available. 

Since prlmary elecUons will be held 
In some areas as early as May 3, say 
the pr01ect organizers, a summer reg­
Istration drive would be too late. 

PA91 EP' 

Will SCLC V ole Drive 
Flunk in Birmingham ? 

BY STEPHEN E. COTTON 

BlRMINGHAM--SCLC leaders have 
been tryinC for a month to start a vot­
er registration drlve in BlrmlDgbam. 
They haven't gotten very far. 

More thaD four weeks aco, half a dozen 
SCLC statlers arrived bere to organize 
the drive. The Rev. Martin LUther K1DC 
Jr. was scheduled to address a mass 
meeting to rally support. 

But when the SCLC workers arrived, 
they learoad that the registrar's off1ce 
would be closed for the next two weeks, 
because of the constltuUooal amend­
ment elecUon. 

So Dr. KiDl's visit was postpooed, and 
the SCLC workers returned to A Uanta. 
A group of local leaders promised to be­
gin organlz.1ng the drive by themselves. 

Three weeks later, the SCLC tast 
torce came back to help. TheSCLCpeo­
pie found that the local group had done 
almost nothing. 

But SCLC didn't do much better. The 
task force workers couldn't even find 
places to stay ln local homes. They had 
to stay at the Gaston Motel. 

Dr. King finally came to Birmingham 
last Mooday. This Ume, he was sup-

posed to lead a march on the courthouse 
to publlclze the vote drive. 

But the march, scheduled for Tues­
day, was canceled when King's aides 
learoad that the registration oWce in 
the courthouse would be closed. 

Dr. Klng spoke to 500 Negroes who 
packed the St. James Baptist Church 
Monday n1cht. 

"We mean to go all outto getthe bal­
lot," he declared.. "I still have a dream 
that rlght here in Birmingham, Negroes 
will slt on the clty cOUDcll wlth white 
meo." 

But as Dr. King was speaklng in St. 
James, one of his assistants was givlni 
another kind of talk to 100 local Negro 
students in a church across the street. 

Hosea WllHams, the man in charle of 
SCLC voter registration task forces, 
told the students that Negroes in Birm­
ingham were too apathetic. 

"U Birmlngham Negroes really want 
a voter registraUon drive, they're going 
to have to get it up themselves," he said. 
"SCLC can only help. 
"I'm worried about Blrmingham," he 

added. "WP:'ve never flunked before, 
but we may flunk out in Birmingham." 

TIle mayor took ODe look aUt. It was 
the ellllclq>posite of the plan be had pro­
poAd. 

It 8\lIC8sted that the poverty pro­
cram be run by people In mus meet­
lop. His plan 1fU to have ltp through 
an aW01Dted l1-man committee. 

The blues tell the story of happeDiDgs 
--the trlals and tribulations of the black 
man and his woman ••• his food ••• his 
liquor ••• his travels ••• what he's dooe 
to other men ••• the jalls be has served 
time In ••• the white men he's lllted and 
dlsUked. 

We all express ourselves through 
sODg. We hum or moan. U you go to a 
church, you express yourself through 
song. Let someone play a gospel beat, 
and you will go nllts with the rest of the 
slsters and brothers in church. 

But the same people whow111 scream 
and sweat for two bours in church are 
ashamed of the blues. They don't under­
stand that the blues are a lot llke church 
music. 

Why No Scholarships For Negroes ? 

The mayor sald he would study the 
Nerroes' Plan. But, be said, since DOth-
1IIr could be discussed UDtU he had stud­
ied it, everybody was dism1Baed. 

But the people wouldn't be dlamissed. 
They got up aDd talked about thalr plan, 
and Smitherman llstened. 

"As the expressSUa loes," sald the 
Rev. El'DeSt Bradford,SHAPE cha1r­
IIWl, •• they stood taU--each 0118 of them 
who stood and had sometbJDc to say." 

People at a SnAPE meeting the fol­
lowing week decided that the mayor bad 
had enough time to study their plan. 
They wanted another meetlDl. 

But Mr. Bradford Bald tbat wilen be 
called the mayor, he was given a flat 
"no." 

"He told me a meeUng would not be 
,ranted to me," Bald Mr. Bradford, 
"but only t", otherpeopleof,oodfalth." 

"The mayor is sWl afrald," Bald 
one woman who had attended the meet-
inC. "The quesUoo ls, of what?" 

"He lacks someth1ng of growing 
up," said another. 

Mr. Bradford sald he felt the .may­
or had locked the door at his offlce to 
SHAPE. 

"We'll have to move 00," sald Mr. 
Bradford. "WewOD't try to make con­
tact with him any more. There milht 
be meetings with other representatives 
of city and county government, but I'm 
Dot saying yes." 

Meanwhile, the mayor wtll have to 
loot elsewaere for Negroes of "good 
faith!' 

NORMAN LUMPKIN 

Someooe like Llghln1D' Hopidns can 
keep a roomful ofwhitepeoplelisteDiDg 
for at least an hour. GroupsfromEng­
land go back 20 years for songs written 
by Negro blues composers, and mate 
milHons of dollars oft them. 

BUt the Negro himself has tried to 
dissociate himself from his true herl­
tare. He has overlooked this heritage 
of the blues. 

To see how ashamed Negroes are of 
thelr heritage, take a loot at some New 
York Clty Negroes who change their 
mode of dress to Atrlcangaib,andstop 
straightening their halr and wear it "au 
nature"" 

They change their names to Mobutu, 
or someth1ng l1ke that. Anything to sep­
arate themselves from the American 
Negro race. This ls a bad thiDg. 

After ooe sitting of listening to the 
blues artists, these Negroes might rea­
Uze they have something to otter to so­
Ciety. 

Most other races have closer tamUy 
ties than Negroes. They have things to 
talk about, llke what Grandpa did and 
what it used to be lllte in the old country. 
They talk about each other and they are 
proud of each other. 

The Negro would be better able to un­
derstand �h�i�m�s�e�~� and his people, If he 
accepted the fact that he is a black man 
and that he will be one unUl he dies. 

He should help to develop his culture 
--Uke his sOllgs--so that more people 
w111 be able to understand him through 
his art form. 

I th1nlt thls would be an important con­
trlbutlOD to relations amOllg races. But 
it can never happen unUl we Negroes ac­
cept the fact that we have been torn away 
from another continent and thrust into a 
dltferent environment, and a complete­
ly dltferent culture has been developed 
in the process. 

We should take Ume to listen to our 
own story for a change. 

(Norman Lumpkin Is news director of 
radio station· WHMA in Monfgomery.) 

BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

MOBILE--A few days ago, 24 high 
school senlors from Mobile county 
were taken to dinner at a plush restau­
rant. They heard representatives of 
Louisiana state University talk about 
the size 01 the school's library and 
the eqUipment In its SCience laborato­
ries. 

These stUdents are the county's final­
ists in the National MerH Scholarship 
compeU tion. 

They have survived a series of exam­
inations that began last spring. Some of 
the finalists may receive four-year Na­
tional Merit Scholarships to a college of 
their choice. 

Most of the others w111 probably re­
ceive some kind of scholarShip, because 
they have proven themselves superlor 
btudents. 

All of them are from white high 
schools. 

"We tend to rank low in all these 
tests," explained J. T.Gaines, princi­
pal of Central High School, one of Mo­
bile's Negro schools. 

Gaines said he couldn't recall a Negro 
student in Mobile ever winning a Natlon­
a! .. Merit Scholarship. 

An alumim;m company in Mobile 

Name Change Starts A Fuss At 
Tuskegee Institute High School 

BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

TVSKEGEE--"What's in a name?" 
may sound llke a harmless question. 

to Alonza Harvey, TIRS princlpal, two 
weeks ago. 

Voter Uasses Begin 
But those were fighting words for a 

while last week at Tuskegee Institute 
High School. 

The trouble was that the Macon 
County Board of Education and the stu­
dents at Tuskegee InsUtute HtgIiSChool 
came up with diUerent answers to the 
question. 

When Harvey announced the change to 
the 1,300 Negro students, hetouchedoff 
an instant controversy. 

The students--and even more, the 
alumni--thought the name Tuskegee in­
stitute spelled not "segregation" but 
"tradition." They wanted to keep it. 

BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

AUBVRN--"Reglstratlon w1ll put you 
OD the way to voting, bullt WOll't get you 
there," said the big man with the Texas 
accent. "You have to pay your poll tax, 
too." 

Sixteen Negroes Dodded their heads 
80 emphatically that the big man was 
surprised. He looked around the church 
where the East Alabama Council on Hu­
man RelaUons last week held ODe ofits 
first voter education classes. 

"I came here to tell you about state 
voUng laws and city loveroment," he 
told the Negroes. "But maybe you know 
more about lt than I do." 

As H turned out, they did. All of them 
were registered voters. Some had 
passed strict literacy tests to reglster 
several years 11(0. MallY were mem­
bers of the Auburn voters League,apo­
litical actioo group. 

They weren't the people the Human 
RelaUons Council was really trying to 
reach. 

"We want to talk to new voters in Lee 
COUDty, to the people who registered for 
the first time after the VoUni Rights Act 
went through last summer ," the big man 
said. 

"We want to make sure they know 
about the poll tax and wbo their city and 
county c1ficlals are-- things Ilke that." 

People in the audlence said they had 
been told he would show them haw to use 

.m ULL CUI AItD POOLROOM 

�~�u�,�.�W�l�l�t�t�.� 

1M ......... 
1I.0IMrJ. All. 

Open House 
Sunday, 0«. 19 

St. Elizabeth 
Catholk 
Church 

SE LMA 2 to " p.m. 
EVEHYONE IS WEI.tOME! 

a voting machine. 
"[ can't do that," he admitted. "Uust 

moved here from Texas, and I've never 
used an Alabama votlng machine. But 
I'll find out and tell you next time." 

OPELIKA--A lively question-and 
-answer sessloo last week began the 
first In a series of voter education clas­
ses here. 

Thlrty Negroes gathered in a church 
to Hsten to an instructor from the East 
Alabama COUDcll 00 Human Relations. 
But they didn't stay qUiet very long. 

oDe woman wanted to know how she 
could register to vote in Alabama and 
still vote in her old home state of 
Georgia. 

She trowned when the instructor told 
her she could vote only in the state 
where she lived. 

The board at education took a long 
look at the high school's name and de­
cided it spelled .. segregation." 

"Allover the state, people think of 
Tuskegee Institute as a synonym for Ne­
gro," explained Joe C. Wilson, county 
schools superintendent. "But we don't 
have 'NegrO' and 'white' schools here 
any more. 

"Besides the racial connotation, 
there's been contusion for years over 
who operates TUskegee InsUtute Hlgh 
School. We want people to realize 1I's 
a pUblic school and has no connection 
with the college." 

So the school board decided to rename 
the school Greenwood HighSchool. The 
board passed the offlcial word along 

The TIHS Student Council hastily ar­
ranged a meeting with Superintendent 
Wilson to discuss the matter. 

"Our main objection was that the 
name was changed without consulting 
us," said Charles Chisholm, theStu­
dent Councll president. "But Mr. Wil­
son explained that he thought we had al­
ready been told and had agreed to it. 

"At first we were upset. We wanted 
to remain Tuskegee Institute. But atter 
we talked to him, we saw his point about 
a new name making desegregation eas­
ier." 

Chisholm said the superintendent 
promised that the school would remain 
Tuskegee Institute High until July 1. Be­
tween now and then,the students w1ll vote 
on a new name. 

Lisa Joyce Price. 
of Birmingham 

Earned $10 in One Week 
Selling the 

SOUTHERN COURIER 

SO CAN YOU 

The SOUTHEHN COURIER delivers 
papers to your hometown once a week. 

If you want to sell the SOUTHERN 
COUIlIER, call or write: 

You sell the papers to your friends 
and neighbors in your spare time. You 
are paid cash for every paper you sell. 
Some of our distr ibutors earn up to $20 
in only a few hours work. 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER 
ROOM 622, FRANK LEU BUILDING 
79 COMMEnCE STREET 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104 

PHONE: 262-3572 

gives a scholarshlp each year to astu­
dent whose fatber works at the plant. 

Both white and Negro fathers are em­
ployed there, but " a white student wins 
it every year," said Gaines. 

Gaines blamed this malnly on "ase­
rlous cultural lag." ButanotherNegro 
teacher put most of the blame on "in­
ferior teachers in inferior schools!' 

Negro students here almostall agree 
that their schools are loterlor to the 
white schools. 

"I've never had a really hard teach­
er... said a Central student who was a 
seml-f1Dalist In the NaUonal Achieve­
ment SCholarship competition. 

This compeUtion is tor Negro stu­
dents only. The National MerltScholar­
ship CorporaUon started H, because 
Negro students could rarely beat the 
whites In competiUon tor the regular 
Nationai Merit Scholarships. 

A recent report released by the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIXf 

B&P 
Super Market 

The People's Store 

Griffin Ave. at Broad �S�t�.�-�-�S�~�l�m�a�.� Ala. 

1019 W. Jeff Davis 

ere Montgomery resl­
go for prescriptions, 

smetics, sundries, sick 
m supplies 

�~� 
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays 

R.I 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. SUDdaYs 

i\, 265-7097 

"DOC" 

BILLY STEWART 

Big Holiday 
Show & Dance 

JOHN M. POOLE JR; 

Billy Stewart 
FONTEL LA BASS BARBARA LYNN 

Many More Stars 

Pekin Theatre 
�M�O�N�T�G�O�~�E�R�Y� 

Thursday Dee. 30 

FlHST SIIOW AT ·1 P.M., LAST SHO\\' AT 9 P.M. 

Tickets $2 in :tdvallce or $2.50 at the doUl' 



  

       

    
   
   

 

     

         
          

            
          

         
          

         
        
               

 
              

               
            

           
    

        
       

       
      

        
      

      
      
      
        

       
      

       
 

       
      
       

       
      

    
       

       
       

      
         

        
 
    

       
     

       
         

      
    

       
        

     
        

        
       

       
      

      
       
     

      

       
         
       

     
      

      
     
     

       
         

      
       

        
     

    
       

      
       

      
      

      
     
       
     

       
        
       

      
       

        
      

      
      

       
       

         
    
     

       
       

        
        

        
      

     
       

    
   

       
      

       
 

       
     

     
      

        
     

      
   

     
      

        
        
     

      
     

      
 

       
      

      
     
       

        

      
      

       
       

        
   

      
      

      
      
   

       
       

       
        

     
  

     

 
    

     
       

       
 

      
       

     

       
        

        
      

       
      

       
        
     

       
     
     

       
        

    
         

       
      

      
         

     

         
      

 
   

          
          

     
      

    
   

  
 
 

 
  

  
   

  

  
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

    
  

     
 

      
  

    
  

   
 

       
   
   

  

    

 
 

     

  
  

 
 

   

  
  
  
  

     
   

      
      

   

  
   

     

 
   
   

  
   

  

 
 

  

  
 

   
   

 
 

  

   
   

             
        

       

      
        

       
      

      
      

       
     

       
        

     
 

  

    
       

    
    

      
  

 
   

  
 

     
     

  
   

  
  

    
       

  

   
 

    
    

     

 

2AG! SIX 

Negroes in U.S. History -- Chapter 8 

Reconstruc tion Saw Negro Gains 
Jackson High Students 

Attack Negro Classmate 
BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

JACKSON--Robert Brooks hasn't 
been to his classes at Jackson High 
School tor nearly three weeks. "I 
don't want to lose my 111e," Brooks 
explained, 

them charged Into him from behind, 
leaving him with an injured baclt, 

BY BOBBI ANU FRANK CIECIORKA 

WHEN THE CIVIL War ended, people in the North 
couldn't decide what to do with the South. Before the 
war, almost all of the bebt land and most of the slaves 
were owned by a small number of white people. The se 
slaveowners made most of the decisions abouthowthe 
South was run. They were also the people who started 
the war. Many northerners wanted to let them run 
things again . after the war. Andrew Johnson became 
president when Uncoln was shot, He was one of those who wanted to forgive the 
Confederates. 

Other people belieVed that the war was tought for nothing 11 the old slaveholders 
were put back In power. They wanted to "reconstruct" society In the South so that 
equality and democracy would replace rule by a tew. They were -called "radi­
cals." Thaddeus Stevens and Charles sumner were two leaders of the Recon-
structlon program In Congress. 

But no matter what people In the North 
thoueht, the freed slaves had their own 
Ideas. They wanted to own their own 
land, they wanted education, and they 
wanted a voice In how things were rUD.. 

DURING THE WAR, mam' slaves took 
over the plantations when the Union 
army chased the owners away. Tbe sol­
diers told the slaves that Congress 
woUld give them the land to keep after 
the war. They set up their own govern­
ment, They bu1lt roads, schools and 
churches. And they got guns to protect 
themselves. 

All over tile South, Negroes andpoor 
whites organized together Into what they 
called UnJon Leagues. Oneoutofevery 
three people in the UnJon Leagues was 
white. These Leagues were very much 
like the Mississippi Freedom Demo­
cratic Party is today. They held mass 
meetings once a week In churches and 
schools. They tallced about the klnd of 
government they wanted In the South. 
ADd for a few years after the war, they 
got their chance to be a part of the gov­
ernment, 

DuriDf Rej:QDStructlon there were 
Negroes in COIIgress and In the state 
legislatures. There were Negro pollce, 
judees and lawyers in the South. Before 
the war, only the rich coUld afford to get 
an educatloo. Only people who owned 
property could vote. Poor white people 
were not much better off than Negroes. 
The freed slaves and poor whites In the 
legislatures after the war gave every­
one a chance to get a free education. 
They changed the law so that a parsOll 
didn't have to own property to vote. 
They also gave more rights to women 
aDd they passed civil rtpts bills. 

Most history books don'tsaythatNe­
groes and poor whiles passed good laws 
durlDg Reconstruction. They say that 
Negroes did not have enougb education 

to make good laws. But when someone 
Is sick. you dOll·t need to go to college 
to know he needs medical care. And 
when someone can't read, anyOlle knows 
he needs education. These were the 
kinds of laws th!lot were passed, 

THE OLD SLAVEOWNERS tried to 
destroy the movement, They organized 
secret groops like the Ku Klux Klan. 
They tried to get their old power back by 
burning, beatlng.and k1l1lng. But there 
were still federal troops In the Soutb. 
And the Union Leagues still bad guns to 
defend themselves. So the slaveowners 
were not too successful. 

But to 1876. the election for president 
was very close. There were three 
Southerp states that turned in two sets 
of votes. The slaveowners had separate 
elections and they voted for the Demo­
crat, Tilden. Negroes and poor whites 
voted for Hayes, the Republican. Con­
gress set up a committee to decide 
which votes shoUld be counted. 

Hayes wanted t~ make sure he became 
preSident., He tallced to the people on the 
committee who were In favor of the 
slaveowners. He said that 11 they count­
ed his votes Instead of Tilden's, he 
would pull the federal troops out of the 
South. That meant that Negroes and 
poor whites woUld no longer have feder­
al protection. So in 1877, President 
Hayes sold out the cause of democracy. 
The Klan stepped up their system ofter­
ror and hatred of Negroes as soon as the 
tederal troops were gone. 

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY In the 
South was run by the old Confederates. 
Many of them wanted to have Negroes 
vote for them. So they offered to hold 
back the Klan in return for Negro votes. 
But Negroes didn't feel that they had the 
same needs and interests as rich peo­
ple, landowners and old sla1'eholders. 
On the other hand, the Republlcan party 

was selling them out again and agatn. 
Then, in the 1890's. a new party rose 

up to challenge the other two. It was 
called the PopUlls t, or People's party. 
The Populists sald that poor whites and 
Negroes should sUck together. As long 
as they were set against one another, 
their wages would be low and they would 
never get anywhere. One Populistlead­
er • Tom Watson, said the party would 
"wipe out the color Une". 

The Democrats wereatrald the Popu­
lists would take over the Soutb. First 
the Democrats tried to split the union of 
poor whites and Negroes. 

The next step was to take the right to 
vote away from Negroes. Each of the 
Southern states passed laws to keep Ne­
groes from voting. Mississippi was the 
first In 1890. By 1910, all the states to 
the South had such laws. 
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By losing the Negro vote, the Popu­
list party was cut In hall. More and 
more the popullsts tried to get white 
votes by talk1ligagaiDs't't'he" Negroes. 
By 1906, even Tom Watson turned 
against the Negroes. But the Democrats 
were solidly In power and the Popullst 
Party slowly disappeared. Negroe~ and 
poor whites were left without any voice 
in the decisions thatatfected their lives. 
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Phone 787-3661 Birmingham 

He is a Negro. Jackson High was 
all white until this fall. 

Brooks and four Negro girls inte­
grated the high school In September. 
They are all seniors, A total r:4 14 
Negroes Integrated the Clarke county 
public schools In grades one, four, 
seven and 12. 

Despite the totegratlon, the county's 
desegregation plan has not yet beenap­
proved by the U. S. Oflice of Education. 

At first, Brooks and the girls met no 
open hostil1ty trom their white class­
mates. Then. In mid-October, a little 
harassment began against Brooks. He 
said It came trom teachers and stu­
dents. 

It grew steadily worse. he Said. until 
it included" threats that I'd be killed," 

Then. about three weeks ago, as 
Brooks started walking away from 
school, a bunch of white boys tollowed 
him Jut. He Ignored them, and one of 

Brooks' doctor sent him to bed for 
a few weeks. His back has mended 
pretty well by now, but he silll hasn·t 
returned to school. 

According to Frank Dean, a YOUD& 
Negro leader in Clarke County, !be 
Jackson High principal called and sald 
things would get worse 11 Brooks re­
turned to school. 

But DOW it appears that lUI oIfielal 
attempt will be made to protect Brooks 
when he returDli to school. "The h1ch 
sherllf Is sUwosed to escort him In and 
auto" sald Cleave Jacksoo, anotherNe­
gro leader. 

School officials refused to comment,. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE) 

school district shows that Negro first­
graders In the MobUe system are, on 
the average. about one year hehlnd white 
first-graders. 

By the time the Negrostudentsgradu­
ate from high school. they are three 
years behind, the repor' s ays. 

TIMES HAVE 
CHANGED, BUT ... 

the old-fashioned qualities of depend­
ability and thrift still guide us here. 
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