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A Big Joke in Mobile

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE -- On the agenda when the
Mobile County School Board met Wed-
nesday was a resolution from the Mo-
bile NAACP requesting that a Negrobe
appointed associate superintendent of
schools,

The board didn’t take any official ac-
tion, except to ask Cranford H, Burns,
superintendent of schools, to write the
NAACRE ashortletter and enclose a copy
of the board’s standard policies for fill-
ing such vacancies,

But some board members did indicate
what their feelings might be if a quali-
fied Negro applies,

‘“Keep the letterasshortasjou can,

Negro Stars In
Toy Bowl Game

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

didn’t like seeing Horner on the team,
they never showed it, By theendof the
game, they all must have been glad he
was there,

His touchdown was the only one Catho-
lic scored in the game, whichendedina
6-6 tie, He made two other long runs,
caught a pass and threw a couple, The
Catholic team gained 178 vards in the
game, and Horner accounted for well
over half of that total,

Horner was in the game because his
regular-season team, from Heart of
Mary School, had been in the Catholic
league this fall, and he had plaved well
enough to make the all-star sguad,

Father Victor Henken, head of Cath-
olic youth activities in Mobile, said
that when he came here four vearsago,
Heart of Mary and other Catholic
schools for Negroes ¢‘didn’t have any
organized sports at all,””

The white Catholic schocls had been
playing each other in many spo:t
man\ jears.

So Father Henken started leagues
among the Negro schouis, Itwvp 2 ed
only each other for the first twojears,
he said, because they needed some ex-
perience,

A few months ago, Heart of Mar)
moved into the regular football league,
and another Negroschool entered teams
in the girls? volleiball leagn .,

Some white parents brotew--d, but
most dii not, There were inc dents it
games during the season, but no one
seems worried about them, especially
since the all-star game,

Father Charles McQOscar at lHeart
of Maryv said integration will continue
with winter and spring sports this year,
and may extend to high school varsit:
sports within two or three years,

ior

Dr, Burns,” said theboardvice presi-
dent Arthur F, Smith Jr, ¢They want
conversation so they cantearitapart,”

Two or three hours later, as thelast
business was finished, discussion turn-
ed to football,

Somebody told a story about a recent
game, Then Smithsaid, ¢‘I have one, Af-
ter the game, one of the (winning)play-
ers went up to one of the (losing) play-
ers and said, ‘Even though we won,
we've got some problems, We’ve got a
coach that talks like a nigger,’

¢ ¢That’s nothing,” answered the (lo-
sing) player, ¢‘We’ve got a coach that
acts like one,’”?

Smith and some of the other peoplein
the small room laughed heartily at the
‘‘joke,”” Otherssjaughed politely, And
some didn’t laugh at all,

Board member Charles McNeil 1o0k-
ed at Smith with a smile, but spoke ser-
iously:

“That was awful, Arthur, Just aw-
ful)?

Under Arrest

MONTGOMERY--On election day in
1960, MIA volunteers were counting Ne-
gro voters at each polling place, to the
obvious annoyance of some Montgomery
policemen, At Hammer Hall, the police
didn’t want to cause a boycott-type re-
action by arresting the MIA workers, So
they arrested their drink box instead.,
This cooler was carried down to the po-
lice station and tagged asalostarticle,

Group in Birmingham
Investigates Hospitals

BY ROBIN KAUFMAN

BIRMINGHAM--Several months ago,
the U,S, Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare (HEW) told people here
that it wasn’t able to check whether e-
very hlospital was complying with the
desegregation requirements of the Ci-
vil Rights Act of 1964,

So the Birmingham Council of Human
Relations (BCHR) started its own sur-
vey to see how desegregationis goingin
hospitals that receive federal funds,

Inter-racial teams of interviewers
tried to make appointments with the
chief administrator of each local hos-
pital, and rofill out questionnaires pro-
vided b, tnestate Council on Human Re-
lations,

In wddition, the survey teams at-
tempted to talk with patients and em-
ployes, to see how much desegregation
these people thought there was,

In most cases, the administrators
would not talk tothe Birmingham Coun-
cil, andthequestionnaires had to be
iilled out on the basis of observation,

At one hospital, St, Vincent’s, there
appeared to be recent progress, The St,
Vincent’s administrator said he had
been interviewed by HEW officials, Al-
though at first the hospital was not in-
tegrated, he said, it is now,

Talks with employes and patients
showed this was true, said Mrs, Peg-
¢y Rupe, chairman of the BCHR hos-
pital-investigating committee,
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At Lloyd Nolan Hospital,administra-
tors said they were waiting for the out-
come of a desegregation suit filed
against them by several local Negroes,

Mrs, Rupe said that at South High-
land Infirmary, Southern Baptist Hospi-
tal and Western Baptist Hospital, ad-
ministrators wouldn’t grant interviews,
She said they claimed they did not get
federal funds, and did not have tocom-
ply with the Civil Rights Act,

Birmingham Council investigators
said they found segregation of patients
and employes at these hospitals,

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act says
no hospital that getsfederal money may
discriminate on the basis of race, color
or creed,

The issue of who is getting federal
funds is quite complicated, First,with
the new medicare programs, even pri-
vate hospitals will be getting federal
money,

Also, the state board of hospitals is
applying to Washington for funds to
bring its hospitals up to standard, This
means many hospitals that are not now
getting federal funds may get them in the
near future,

The Rev, Joseph Ellwanger, chair-
man of the Birmingham Council, said
the group expected cooperation from the
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, When the BCHR finishes sur-
veying all Birmingham hospitals later
this month, it will send its findings to
HEW,
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Camp Hill Case Settled

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

DADEVILLE--A white police chief
and a Negro woman took their differ-
ences to Tallapoosa County Court this
week, and everybody came out smiling,

Camp Hill Police Chief Joe F.
McManus arrested the woman, Mrs,
Bertha Godfrey of Camp Hill, last Oc-
tober, He charged her with interfer-
ing with his investigation of anautoac-
cident in which she was hurt,

But the charges were dismissed Mon-
day by Probate Judge Woodrow Barnes,
after a private conference with Mrs,
Godfrey, Chief McManus, and the law-
yers for both sides, The friendly settle-
ment was reached just 40 minutes after
the case was called for trial,

“J've been knowing you all my life,””
Judge Barnes said to Mrs, Godfrey af-
ter the witnesses had been sworn,
«Can’t we settle this thing?”’

“yYour honor,” replied Mrs, God-
frey’s lawyer, Mrs. Ruth Sullivan, ¢this
woman hasn’t done anything wrong,’?
Then the judge called the private con-
ference,

Judge Barnes said everyone was able
to agree because “one party was about
as much to blame as 'the other,’”” But
County Solicitor Charles R, Adair,Jr,,
said no one admitted any blame,

¢“We just reached a decision the best
way to handle it was to talk it out,”” he
said, ¢I think we did a fine job,”?

Mrs, Godfrey gave a differentexpla-
nation for the out-of-court settlement,
She said the judge urged both sides to
avoid the publicity of a trial,

¢¢He was afraid it might stir up race
problems,” she said, She quoted the
judge as saying he wanted Negroes and
whites in Tallapoosa County to live
¢like brothers and sisters,?’

¢¢At first they wanted me to plead
guilty,”” Mrs, Godfrey said, ‘‘But Mrs,
Sullivan said unless the charges were
dismissed, we would go to trial,”

Mrs, Godfrey, whocame tocourtwith
five witnesses to McManus’ one, said
she had agreed not tobring any charges
against the police chief for arresting
her unjustly.

¢] was glad to compromise,” she
said, ¢¢if they’re going to treat Negro
women right, I just wanted to show them
you don’t push women around, espe-
cially not because of color,””

McManus arrested Mrs, Godfrey on
Oct, 21, shortly after an elderly white
woman’s auto struck the back of Mrs,

Student Editors
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)
Witte wanted torunanarticle oninte-

gration of the student dormitories, but
held off when Father Crandell opposed
it. Classes were integrated in 1952;
the dorms, last summer,

Father Hilton Rivet, dean of students,
said Spring Hill had already losta lot of
financial support in Mobile because of
integration at the college, He said he and
the president thought an article about
integrating the dorms would make
things even worse,

Tim Sweeney, editor of the Springhill-
ian last spring, said, ‘Crandell said
that if we printed anything about inte-
gration of the dorms, the newspaper
would cease to exist,”’

Father Crandell denied ever making
such a threat, but said it might have
come from someone elseinthe admini-
stration,

Godfrey’s car, Mrs, Godfrey said the
police chief told her the accident was
her fault, and ordered her to stand
against a wall,

«] was bruised and shaken up, I
said, ‘Just because I'm a Negrowoman
you want to treat me like this,’?’ Mrs,
Godfrey recalled, She said the police
chief replied:

““If you know you’re a nigger woman,
why don’t you act like one??’

«] asked if it would be too much to
have a state trooper in toinvestigate,’”
she said, ‘‘Then hearrested me, When
I asked why, he said, ‘For interfering
and asking questions,’?’

McManus declined to comment on the
incident,
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