








  

    
   

    
     

       
       

       
    

      
        

    
 
       

     
      

    
        

      
    

      
     
    

      
      

      
        

     
      

       
        

      
 

       
      

      
         
       
       

       
      
       

    
     

       
     
      

       
       

         
      
 

 
 

 
    

      
      

     
      
       
      

 
     

        
     

      
    

        
     

       
     

        
   
      
     
      

        
  

    
   
      

      
     
   

       
   

        
   

        
 

     
    

 
     
         

    
     

    

   
     

   
    

 
     

     
      

        
 

       
        

       
  

         
      
    

    

   
  

   

    
      

     
        
 

        
       
      
       
  

      
        
      

        
     

       
       
       
       

         
       

     
       

        
   

        
       

     
        

       
       

       
        

   
     

  
   
    

     
        
       

        
 

      
     

     
        

       
    
 

    
       

      
       

     
     
 

       
        

     
      

      
     

      
     

        
 
       
      

     
    

   
     

        
   

      
      

        
           

  
    

    
     

 
       

      
      

 

    
      

       
      
     

      
       
       

       
      

      
       

       
      

        
         
  

      
     

       
       
      

       
    

        
  
        

     
        
    

        
     
       
 

      
        
    

       
       

    
       

       
        
      

        
       

       
      

        
         

 

         
          
         

     

         
         

             
          

            
        

                
  

              
 
            

             
    

           
   

            
                

            
           

               
                 

  

   

     
  

     
       

       
 

     
       
        

        
 

       
      

       
 

       
      

  
      

         
 

      
     

     
        

         

      
 

     

       

       
      

       
      

  

 
  

   

 

  
  

    

 
   

       
      

         
      

        
      

       
      

          
      

           
       

      
      

   

    

      
      

     
  

      
    

    
     

    
      

      
   

       
     
       

    
     
  

       
 

        
      

       
    

       
     

       
  

    
       

       
      

  
      

       
      

    
       

        
      

        
       

 
     
      

      
      

     
       

       
       

       
      
 

    
    

  
      

    
  

       
       
     

  

   

     

   

   

     

        

  

SCLC Leader Fined 
For Improper Muffler 

BY MARY Jo'LLEN GALE 
EUFAULA -- Eddle Jame:. Sanders, 

aD SCLC worker, SpeDt last weekend lJl 

Jail after he was arrested F rldal' for 
hav1Jlg an Improper muffler on his car. 

Sanders, assistant project director 
for Southeast Alabama, had been using 
the car all week to carr} Negroes to the 
Eufaula Courthou'>e for voter registra­
tion. 

He was tried, conVicted, and fined $6 
Monda:, afternoon In the same court­
room where 489 Negroes registered to 
vote the week before. 

While he was In jail, from 5 p.m. Fri­
day until noon Monda}, civil rights 
workers staged a round-the-clock pick­
et outside the courthouse. They said 
the} were protesting Sanders' arrest 
and demandmg equal justice. 

"It's a mailer of principle," said 
the �R�e�~�.� Larry Butler, SCLC director 
In Barbour County. "A man shouldn't 
be harassed b} the pollee for trying to 
help people register to vote." 

Or It's a mailer of law," said Eufau­
la police chief J. G. Abbott. He point­
ed out that Sanders refused to sign his 
traffic ticket as rNulred by Eufaula 
law. 

"We can't let people violate the law 
and turn them loose," Abbott said, 
"We're not doing him more than any­
one else. We have no reason to. We'd do 
just the same if he were white'" 

At his trial, Sanders turned down the 
court's offer to appoint an attorney for 
him. Instead, he conducted his own de­
fense wlth help from Mayor E. H. 
Graves, the presiding judge. 

Richard Wright, a passenger In San­
ders' car, said the police stopped the 
auto on the Dothan Highway. 

He testified that Sergeant Van Pl!lham 
got into the car and "mashed the accel­
erator down to the floor. Quite naturally, 
it made a loud noise. He got out, looked 
under the car and said,' It's the muf­
tier/ " 

THINK 

Sergeant Pelham te" tlfled that he 
spotted Sanders' car malctngsmokeand 
nOise, and stol'ped h1m to see what was 
wrong. 

The onl} hme an} one lo:.t h1S temper 
at the trial was after Judge Graves found 
Sanders guilt·, and ordered him to pay 
the fine. 

"It I hadn' t been a to; egro and a civil 
rights worker ••• " Sanders began an­
grlly, glaring at Pelham. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 

Tree Cut Down 
In Greenville 

\ - .. , 

MISS DORINDA PARMER 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
liceman made sure the scrawny little 
chlnaberry tree would never again 
serve as a meeting place. He cut It 
down. 

When the tree wouldn't }leld to an ax .. , 
the ofticer returned with a power saw 
that buzzed through the slender trunk. 
Then he laughed about having done "a 
good job." 

Selma's Whites 
Told of Danger 

BY EDWARD M. RUDD 

�S�~�L�M�A�-�-�W�h�i�t�e� folks have their mass 
meetings too. Just as at a Negro mas:. 
meeting, someone can walk in any time 
and the next word he'll probably hear Is 
"Freedom." 

Since most of the white businessmen, 
doctors, lawyers, and ministers at 
these mee tlngs alread'i have their free­
dom, the blg concern Is how to protect 
lUrom the threat of the "Communist in­
splred, so-called civil rights move­
ment," 

The Committee for Better Under­
standing in Selma held a meeting last 
week in the National Guard Armory. 
A banner across Broad Street said the 
speaker, W. Cleon Skousen, was anau­
thority on communism and civil disobe­
dience. 

Skousen is a former FBI agent who 
now informs the public on what he calls 
the Communist threat In AmeriCa. 

A leaflet announcing the meeting said 
his "best selling book, 'The Naked 
Communist,' Is quickly becoming a 
'claSSiC' In its !leld, a standard refer­
ence book and �s�t�u�d�~� textbook." 

It was :.elling like hot cakes at the 
door. 

The enemies of freedom loom big and 
vague at these meetings. Well known 
leaders and organizations are loosely 
called Communist and Socialist, 

"Communists" usually include 
bearded beatniks and Civil rights work­
ers. The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr .Is 
a fa'{orite target. 

President Johnson seems to be the 
leader of the "Soclallst"camp, which he 
has chosen to call the Great Society. It 
is said that he is helped a lot by the U.S. 
Supreme ('ourt. 

Skousen lumped both "Communists" 
and "Socialists .. into one "motley mass 
of ideological degeneracy and human 
degeneracy." 

"The two groups are Identical," sald 
Skousen, " • .. leaving some room in be­
tween for prostitutes, drunks and some 
do-gooders." 

PAGE FIVE 

Negro Cleared of Rape 
Selma Cases 

SELMA -- Legally, It's JUsta routine 
carnal knowledge case, and that's what 
makes 11 so deadly serious. 

Twelve )oung Negro men will be tri­
ed some time In December on charges 
of having sexual relations with a girl 
under 12. If they are convicted, the) 
face possible death penalties, and a mi­
nimum of ten ,ears in prison. 

Two other men face trial on char6es 
of knowing the same girl carnally after 
her 12th blrthday--a lesser offense with 
a maximum penalty of ten years In jail. 

All 14 men are now free on $1,000 and 
$2,000 bonds. 

Lawyers have said that routine carnal 
knowledge charges against Negroes are 
hard to fight In Alabama trial courts. 

And If the men are conVicted, they 
might have death penalties hanging over 
their heads for years while their cases 
are appealed, lawyers say. 

Very little is known about how the men 
were named, 

On Oct, 29, the girl, who had a his­
tory of venereal disease, appeared be­
fore a Dallas County jUdge and was sent 
away to a reformatory. 

Parents of the men said thatlate that 
night, Sheriff Jim Clark's deputies 
came to their homes looking for their 
sons. 

"The sheriff was laughing," said one 
mother, "so that I didn't think it was 
anything to worry about." 

It was ten minutes after midnight when 
one parent heard the knock at sheriff's 
deputies on his door. 

"I was in bed:' said this parent, 
"when the sheriff came. He said he 
wanted to take my son for al1ttle inves­
tlgatlon and get a little mess straight­
ened out. He said Itain'tnothlng to wor­
ry about and he'll be right back." 

Some parents said they never saw the 
sherlU's men that night. These parents 
said one of the arrested men was sent 
up on to their porches to bring their sons 
out. 

All· White Jury Acquits Youth 
FLORENCE -- An all-white jury last week freed a 

Negro man charged with the rape of a white woman. 
The jury took 90 minutes to arrive at the not-gUil­

ty verdict on Nov. 17. 

People in the community could not remember the last 
time a Negro was cleared of such a charge. 

Alexander Boddie, 24, the defendant, was accused of rape by the white woman 
last July, after being arrested in Florence on another cliarge. 

The 38-year-old woman testified last week that the alleged attack happened in 
her apartment 13 months before she Identified Boddle. 

She said she would "stake her lIle" on her belief that Boddie was the man who 
raped he.r. 

Boddie testified that he had never seen his accuser until they met in the court­
room. 

His court-appointed lawyer, E.B. Haltom Jr., argued that the woman could not 
pOSSibly make a posltlve identification one year, one month and three days after 
the rape allegedly occurred. 

Deputy Solicitor Luverne Tate argued the state's case before Circuit Judge Em-
mett N. Roden. ' 

Tate said the woman had had numerous chances In the 13-month period to Iden­
tify someone as her attacker. But she did so, said Tate, only when she saw Boddie. 

Boddie had earlier pleaded guilty to a separatE; charge of first-degree burglary. 
He was sentenced to 12 years In prison on that charge. 

Haltom said after the rape trial, "Itls reassuring to know that the jury decided 
the case on the basis of the law,and decided for the defendant when It had a rea­
sonable doubt .. ' 

Phenix City Demands 
BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

PHENIX CITY -- A new Negro or­
ganization this week asked the City 
Commission to hire four NegropoUce­
men Immediately. 

Four members of the Phenix City 
Betterment Association attended the ci­
ty commiSSioners' weekly meeting 
Tuesday to make the request. 

Arthur Sumbry, PCBA preSident, 
charged that Phenix City is "lagging 
behind other cities of comparable size 
in raciai progress." 

gest you take this to the City's bi-ra­
clal committee." 

Alter the commissioners' meeting, 
Sumbry said he wQuld speak to the CI­
vil Service l}oard and to the bl-racial 
committee, an advisory group with no 
oUlclal powers. 

"If that donit work," SUmbry said, 
"we're going to picket City Hall. We 
know who really does the hiring." 

Afler the commiSSioners' meeting, 
Mayor Barbee said the city poUceforce 
had 25 or 30 white policemen and no va­
cancies at the moment. "We wouldn't 

AND 
GRIN 

Mrs. Annie Rogers stood by the stump 
and wept. "That was our tree, that was 
our shelter, that was where our move­
ment was born when we couldn't even go 
in the church," !>he said. 

Parade Goes On in Camden 
"It's time to catch up," he told Ma­

yor John W. Barbee and Commissioners 
John M. Anthony Jr. and Lee LoU. 

hire anybody just for the sake of hiring 
them," he snid. "I don't think we 
should." 

BY ARLAM CARR JR. 

A young white family moved from 
Birmingham to Detroit, Mlch, When It 
came time for the slx-year-old daugh­
ter to enter school, the mother wonder­
ed whether she should say anything to 
her daughter about her new Integrated 
school. 

Finally, the mother decided to say no­
thing about it, and to let her daughter 
find out on her own. 

When the little girl returned trom 
school the first da) , her mother was an­
xious to find out how things went, The 
girl said everything was tine. 

"But what about lunch? Whom did you 
eat with?" asked the mother. 

"I sat all alone with a colored girl," 
said the daughter. 

"A colored girl!" the mother said, 

"Why did you do that?" 
The little girl replied, "Well, I fig­

ured you didn't want me sittlngwithall 
those Yankees," 

Sentry: Halt, who's there? 
Voice: An American. 
Sentry: Advance and recite the second 

verse of the "Star Spangled Banner." 
Voice: I don't know It. 
Sentry: Proceed, American. 

Ken: I'll have you know I'm a self­
made man. 

Len: If you ask me, you knocked off 
work too soon. 

Ed: The doctor put me on a garlic 
diet. 

Ned: Old you lose anything? 
Ed: Plenty of friends. 

AntS 
will hold ItS regular buslnes!> me'>t­
Ing Tuesday, Nov. 30,at 7 p.m. at the 
Christian Benevolent Hall on Maga­
zine Street--Dental cliniC and free 
lunr.hes w1ll be discussed. 

Marion-Kay Pure Vanilla 
and Pure Granulated Black Pepper 

for sale by 
TUSCALOOSA CITIZENS FOR ACTION 

COMMITTEE 
For prompt delivery phone 759-5247 

Help the fllht for f,ttdom, Bu, IIMCP 
fllEEDOM SEALS 'l0III your 10CiI Branch 
or NAACP HlUOIIII Offtce, 20 W, 40Ih 
Strut, New Yor_. N, y, 10011 

"When they cut down that tree, they 
done cut out part of my We." 

A Negro boy said, "That's where we 
could stand In the dark and rain 
and turn our back on the police and K'J 
Kluxers. Under that tree, \l,e didn't care 
It they laughed at us." 

Police said the tree was cut d,)wn be­
cause it was too close to the road. 

Saturday afternoon, Miss DOl1in-
da parmer,15, led a hlUe line of march­
ers to the pol1cl! ban Icades tor the 
eighth da} in a row. 

"I see you are takinb o\er our 10bs 
b} culling down trees," �~ �h�e� told pohce 
and city officials. "Well, we are going 
to find the biggest tree in Greenville 
to hold our meetings under and see \I, hat 
l' ou'11 do then", 

Most of the pohcemen laughed. 

CAMDEN--All-Negro Camden Aca­
demy's annual homecoming parade went 
on as scheduled last week, despite an 
attempt by civil rights leaders to halt 
it. 

Albert Gordon, vice president ofWIl­
cox Count) SCLC, said, "U the parade 
goes on, white people herew1lIthinkwe 
are satisfied with the wa)' we are being 
treated," 

Gordon and John Cook. SCLC county 
preSident, met with Camden Academy 
principal Ja:nes Hobbs before the pa­
rade. The} tried topersuadp him to call 
it oft, or to keep It off cih streets. 

"The time isn't right." Gordon told 
Hobbs. 

But Hobbs defended the parade. 

" This 1S a school project," he !>ald. 

Super Market 
The �J�l�e�o�p�l�t �~� '.If Store 

Grlfhn Ave. at Broad St. ·,helma, ft 1". 

trolll4DoRadio 
November 26, 1965 

I. Bl.ACK NIGHT-­
Lowell Folsum (K£'nt) 

2. HOLE IN THE WALI. - ­
The Packers (puresoul) 

3. STAY AWAY FROM M\ BAWl-­
Ted Taylor (Okeh) 

4. liANG ON Sl OOP'x-­
Hamsey l.ewls (Cadet) 

'5. I GOT YOU (I FEEl. GOOn)- ­
James Brown (King) 

6. I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'VE 
GOT--Llttle Hlchard (Vee Jay) 

7. LOVERS CONCERTO-­
The Toys (D}navolce) 

8. I'!'of �~�o� THANKF UL-­
The Ike-ettes (Modern) 

9. DON'T FIGHT IT-­
Wilson Pickett (Atlanhc) 

10. RAINBOWS--
Gene Chandier (Canst.) 

11. �B�R�O�K�~�N� PROMISES-­
BB King (Kent) 

12. C.C. RIDER-­
Bobby Powell (Whit) 

13. I HEAR A SYMPHONY-­
The Supremes (Motown) 

14. SEE SAW--
Don Covay (Atlantic) 

WJW-- WJLN-FM in Birmingham 

"It has nothing to do with intertering 
with Civil rights. The students voted u­
nanimously to have the parade, so we 
did," 

He said he didn't think white people 
would get the impression that Negroes 
were satisfied: 

"We held a parade last year, andaf­
ter that had �t�h�e�w�o�r�s�t�~�e�a�r�e�v�e�r�(�l�n�r�a�c�e� 

relations)." 

"Arthur," Mayor Barbee replied, 
"the City Commission does not di­
ecUy hire pollcemen. They are examin­
ed and certified by the Civil Service 
Board." 

The mayor did not mention that he is 
chairman of the Civil Service Board, 
and that lhe city commission has tile 
final decision on hiring. 

"We will consider your request as a 
commission," he said. "We also sug-

But Nathaniel Gosha, PCBA vicepre­
sident, said he overheard the police 
chief complaining about a shortage of 
men just two weeks ago--nearly three 
months after the first Negro complet­
ed an application for the police force. 

The mayor said only one Negro has 
applied to the police force. Gosha said 
at least three more Negroes wlll soon 
(ake the civil service test for police­
men. 

Fa,nilies Alabama 16,000 • In 

Read THE SOUtHERN COURIER 

JOIN 111 EM 
Each Week, Get 11IE SOITTHERN CO(iRIER 

From Your Delivery Boy 
Or Subscribe ... 

$5 per year ma iled In the South 
$10 per year mailed in the North 
$25 per year patron bub::.cription 

MAIL TO: 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER 

Room 622, Frank Leu Bldg. 

79 Commerce St. 

Montgomery, Alabama 86104 

Send me the SOUTHERN COURIER 

for one year. I am sending check or 

money order 

Name--------------

Address------------------------

C tty------___ State--
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Colleges Wind Up Football Seaso~ 

Gripe Cabbies' Main 
Arguments Over 

Is 
Fares 

BY INEZ J. BASKIN 

MONTGOMERY--Local taxi drivers 
say their number-one "pet peeve" is 
passengers who argue about the fare. 
But the drivers questioned in a survey 
last week, had other complaints as well. 

sylvester Goodson, of Dependable 
Cab Co., said his two main gripes were 
"argument concerning fares and drink­
ing passengers." Richard Stovall (New 
Deal Cab Co.) agreed. 

Cleve Easterlin!; Jr. (McQueen Taxi­
cab) said: 

"I don't haye any peeves." 

Six cabbies thought thpre would be 
fewer arguments about fares if the cabs 
had meters. Stovall said passengers 
"could look at the meter and see what 
the fare is, and there would be no ar­
gument/' 

Three othe rs disagreed. Said Scott: 
II I drove a cab wi th a meter, and there 

was more arguments, because most of 
the times the meter would register 
more than the driver charges." 

BY OLAF O. McJUNKINS JR. 
AND MICHAEL S. LOTTMAN 

MONTGOMERY--Tus -
kegee's GoldenTigersput 
their 7-2 record on the 
line Thanksgiving Day in 
Cramton Bowl when they 
met their arch - rival, 
Alabama State, in foot-
ball's Dixie Classic. 

Thls Saturday, In another great Ala­
bama rivalry, Alabama and Auburn will 
fight it out for the Southeastern Confer­
ence champlonship at Birmingham's 
Legion Field. 

The Tuskegee-State game was ex­
pected to be a battle of explosive offen­
ses. The Tiger aUack featured senior 
quarterback Howard l\I1Iler throwing to 
ends Edward Osby and James Green. 
Osby earlier this year caught 12 passes 
in the game with Knoxville (Tenn.) Col­
lege. 

Tuskegee running back Lindorf 
Blakely, a ISO-pound speedster, was 
leading the nation in punt returns with a 
37 -yard average. 

Alabama state (5-4) rode its pro- type 
offense to a 62-0 win over Lane College 
of Tennessee last Saturday.Offensive 
stars for the Hornets this season in­
cluded soph quarterback Charles Mit­
chell, flanker William Evans, halfback 
Gene Blanchard and tight end Grant 
Clark. 

Tuskegee's defensive line 01 Willie 

Pope, Arthur Hughes, MelvtnJones and 
Eddie Walker averaged 22S pounds per 
man. Soph linebacker Ralph Patterson 

led State's defense. 
University of Alabama, led by quar­

terback steve Sloan and center l'aul 
Crane, bl'ings a 7-1-1 record Into the 
big game Saturda) • 

Auburn lost three early non-confe­
rence games, but has since built its re­
cord to a resppctable 5-3-1. Ex-quar­
terback Tom Bryan has been the most 
effective runner in the league since his 
switch to fullback two games ago. 

1.10st of the othel' Alabama teams have 
, concluded their seasons. 

Alabama A & M, of Huntsv1lle, tram- 6. 
pled Miles Colle"ge of Birmlngham 44 to Nonetheless, the team had its stand­
o in their traditional wind-up a week outs. They inclu<led sophomore quar­
ago. terback Joseph Reese (a specialist in 

The win gave A&M a reasonably good the long bomb), tullback John Thompson 
5-4 season record, but coach Louis and linemen AUred CollinS, Herman 
Crews wasn't very happy. "It's the (Looney) Harris, Richard Kater, and 
worst season I've ever had here," he Cleophus Beavers. 
said. In five previous seasons, his 
teams had lost a total of only five games. 

One of A&M's best performances this 
fall came in a losing cause. The Hunts­
ville eleven bowed to mighty Florida 
A&M, 28 to 14, but, said Crews, "We 
were In it all the way. Their last touch­
down came with 19 seconds left." 

Sophomore quarterback Orlando Hale 
starred for Alabama A&M. He threw 
five TD passes against Miles. 

For Miles, the loss to A&M was the 
last straw In a season that Included no 
Wins, three losses and two ties. Miles 
was also clobbered by Tuskegee, 33 to 

Special! 
Reduced price 

on wig service 

Eufaula Trial 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE) 
"I obJect," shouted pelham, leaping 

to his teet. 
"I Instruct you to s1l down," Judge 

Graves said loudly. He turned to san­
ders and said, "And I instruct you not 
make a speech. That Is not what we are 
here tor." 

Mike Bibler of SCLC said there were 
only a couple of tense moments during 
the plcketlng conduc ted by SC LC and the 
Barbour County voters League. 

"One man pulled a gun," he Sal~ 

Said Original Queen Service cab dri­
ver E. M. Burnett: 

"TWo things that bother me most are 
the passenger asking how long I have 
been driving cabs, and telling me the di­
rection in which to go to thetr destina­
tion." 

(Next week: Passengers' pet peeves 
about cabs and drivers.) Negro • In U.S. History 

U your wig needs tinting, thinnlng, 
cleaning, or Just that personality 
style, bring It to 011111a'8. For the 
latest in beauty service try our new 
Bel-Chiffon permanent. Your ser­
vice is always personal. For an ap- OLIVIA'S 
pointment phone 262-6753 • 

BEAUTY SHOP 

Joseph Smith, of People's Cab Co., 
had two other pet peevE>s--people who 
call cabs when they're not ready to go, 
and people who" misload,,' Misloadlng 
l:leans getting anolher cab or calching 
a ride with a friend. 

Mlsloading was a gripe for James 
Scott (scott taxi Servlce)as were "pas­
sengers giving mealargebillatter lhey 
reach their destination and not telling 
me when they ge tin." 

Havard Bogan of Lane Cab Co., com­
plained about "the passenger grumbling 
about fares, and hurrying the driverby 
call1ng back before the cab arrives." 

H. Barnes (Good Service Cab Co.), 
added this one: 

"Wanting the driver to cut across to 
the wrong side of the street, for which 
he will get a ti cket." 

"I don't have but one complaint," said 
Willie Brown, of Town Service Cab Co. 
"passengers wanUng drivers 10 cut 
fares", 

. U (Jill LE IIOSpn'A L 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

Opposition has come from some pro­
perty o',lncrs, the Citizens CounCil, at 
Iea~t one labor union local, and even a 
few );e6roes . 

A !'\PHO mar. said the federai govern­
ment Si~PlY couldn't allow the hospital 
' 0 cicsC' and Ipave thousands of people 
without medical services. U the amend­
ment failed, he said, the government 
would eithE'f pa} to keep Mobile Gene­
ral open or would see that Negroes got 
iDlo other :\olobile hospitals whe! e they 
haven't been welcome before. 

~lost ~egrOE's, however, are not so 
sure the federal government would step 
in. The} feel that raggedy Mobile Gene­
ral is beUer than no charity hospital at 
all. 

And the) trust that conditions w1ll im­
prove when the hospital moves into its 
new building, which could have been oc­
cupied many months ago, except for the 
shor tage of funds. 

CHAPTER SIX 
(Continued from last week) 

ABOLITIONISTS DIDN'T WIN much 
in those years and Douglass became 
discouraged. lie planned to visit Haiti. 
He thought about having Negroes move 
to the island in large numbers. Always 
before he had opposed such movements. 
He said America was the black man's 
home now and this was where he should 
stay. Just as Douglass was about to 
leave for Haiti, the Clvil War broke 
out. "God be praisedl" cried Douglass 
when he heard the news. 

President Lincoln had not yet said 
whether he was for or against slavery. 
Some of the states that had slavery were 
still with the Union. They were called 
border states. Lincoln was afraid they 
would Join the Confederates if he said 
he was against slavery. Douglass and 
the abolitionists worked hard to educate 
the country and Lincoln. They tried to 
show that the war had to end slavery. 
Douglass even personally visited Lin-
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coin to put pressure on him. But 
Lincoln wanted to go slow. At one time 
he even suggested that the border stales 
should end slavery by 1900! 

But the Union needed Negroes to fight, 
It was this need, more than beJiefln thE' 
rights or lI,all, that ended slavery. Lin 
coin issued the Proclamation of Eman­
cipation on New Year's nay in 1863. 
Whatever the reason, the abolitionists 
were joyful. They had Clnally won free­
dome 

During the rest of the war, Douglas!> 
was busy getting Negroes to Join the ar­
my. Until his death in 1895, Frederick 
Douglass remained a fighter for Negro 
rights. He did all that he could to make 
the dream of freedom real for all black 
people. 

Copyright 1965, The Student voice, 
Inc. Text by Bobbl and Frank Ciecior­
ka. Drawings by Frank Cieciorka. Re­
printed by permission. 
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