














LPAGE SIX

Negroes in U.S. History--Chapter 6

Abolitionist Frederick Douglass
Fought Hard for Negroes’ Rights

BY BOBBI AND FRANK CIECIORKA

All during slavery the

re were people who fought

against slavery. They were mostly inthe North. They

were called Abolitionists,

helped slaves escape., Others, like Sojourner Truth,

Some, like Harriet Tubman,

talked about the evils of slavery. But notall abolition-
ists were Negroes. Many were white people. Fora long
time the Negroes who worked with the abolitionists did-

n’t have much of a voice

in the movement. After a

while, Negroes really began to fight for themselves,

One of the most famous of Negroabol
born a slave in Maryland in 1817, When

itionists was Frederick Douglass, He was
he was a child, he taught himself to read,

slaves did not have schools, The white people knew that learning to read and write
would make the slaves want to know more. And knowledge would make them want
to be free, That was just what happened to Frederick Douglass, In 1838, he bor-
rowed a sailor suit and got on a train to New York,

The tall, handsome Douglass soon became an abolitionist speaker, The people

never heard anything like him before,
Most speakers were white men or free
Negroes, Douglass had beena slave, He
could tell people first hand what it was
like, He was also a very good speaker,
He could make the people reallyfeelas
though they were 1n the slave huts of a
plantation,

It is the same way today with the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Par-
ty, The people in the FDP believe that
only poor people know what it is like to
be poor, So they don’t sendlawyers and
preachers to tellpeople in the North
what it is like to be poor in the South,
They send poor people,

Douglass soon was a famous aboli-
tionist, Some other abolitionists even
thought Douglass was too good, They
said he sounded too educated and not e~
nough like a man who had been a mis=
treated slave, Douglass worked with
#illlam Garrison, He wasa famous
white abolitivnist in Massachusetts,
jairi on wa. «on.pletely non-violent,
He believed that people’s consciences
would make them give up slavery if you
showed them how evil it was, Hedid not
believe in direct action or any kind of
violence,

Douglass agreed with Garrison and
preached the same message, They also
said that the Constitution was in favor of
slavery and therefore the government
was in favor of slavery, They said the
government should not be supported,
Not even by voting,

Douglass visited England and was
warmly welcomed, The English were
shocked by slavery in America, They
were always kind to the abolitionists
who visited them, While he was in Eng-
land, some of Douglass’ friends raised
money and bought his freedom, After

that he could not be caughtas a runaway
slave when he came back to America,

After he returned to America, Doug-
lass met John Brown, the militant white
abolitionist, Brown believed in action,
He said conscience would not change the
slaveowners, Hitting them in the pocket
would, He planned to organize an army
in the Virginia mountains and raid plan-
tations from it, All the slaves wouldbe
freed, They would either hide in the

mountains or go north to freedom,
Douglass, because of his nonviolence,

did not like Brown’s idea atfirst, But he
began to lose faith in changing men’s
hearts, He began to agree more and
more with Brown,

In 1859, Brown rented a farm near
Harper’s Ferry in West Virginia, He
planned to capture the government wea-
pons there and use it as a base, Doug-
lass didn’t approve of this part of the
plan when he heard about it, He didn’t
think Brown could succeed in an attack
against federal property, Brown’c plot
did fail and he was hanged, But his spi-
rit was not forgotten,

Frederick Douglass became more
militant, He finally broke withGarrison
to work on his own, He started a news-
paper called the NORTH STAR, (He
chose the name because slaves follow-
ed the north star when they were escap-
ing north to freedom,) Douglass studied
the Constitution and finally decided that
it was against slavery, He felt aboli-
tionists should work to get it enforced
as an anti-slavery document,

One of Douglass’ fellow workers at
the time was Henry Garnet, Also a black
man, Garnet favored a national slave
strike, He said, ‘Rather die freemen
than live to be slaves,” Douglass too,
began to favor direct action,

FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Chapter 6 will be concluded next
week,

Reprinted by permission from ¢ Ne-
groes in American History--aFreedom
Primer,” available from the Student
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Negro Claims Denied
By Greenville Official

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

¢«¢] don’t go into town, k makes me sick
to go in a white store, They actlike you
weren’t clean, They treat you like a dog,
I just know I can’t stay here any long-
er'”

What did she think about throwing
bricks and bottles? ¢‘The people here
are crazy,” she said, Then she shrug-
ged and added, ¢It's just that nothing
seems to help.”

A mother of eight living in a plea-
sant home in the city housing project
said demonstrations would help--¢¢not
for me but for my children,’?

She said one of her older children
wanted to beanartist, He had tried to go
to the white high school--not to inte-
grate it but to take art courses the Ne-
gro school didn’t have,

After he was told he couldn’t go, he
went to Florida to workinarestaurant,

Other Negroes complained of unpaved
roads, poor street lighting, poor police
protection, police brutality and diffi-
culty in getting telephones, A womanin
the housing project said residents there
were told not to wash their cars because
it used up too much water,

City attorney Poole said many of the
complaints were ¢¢illusory,’’

Poole said that ¢“the solution is for
the outside agitators to leave us alone
and in peace, like we’ve been wanting
for 100 years,”

He said the city was ‘“progressing,’
with three Negro patrolmen and anine-
man Negro board to represent the Ne-
groes, And, he said, Negroes in Butler
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County ‘serve on the grand jury all the
time,’?

“As far as we know, we’re commu-
nicating,”” said Poole,

Many Negroes, both marchers and
non-marchers, don’t think so, They
don’t like Poole’s belief, expressedlast
week, that they “are by at least 500
years my younger brothers,’’

Greenville Negroes noware seekinga
federal court order allowing them to de-
monstrate without police interference,

One 15-year-old girl told a mass
meeting that ‘‘there ain’t one of you
here that’s a man, because youletthem
cops make you run,””

After Saturday’s fray,abatteredsign
the marchers had carried lay on the
ground,

1t said, ¢*Violence Is the Resultof Ig-
norance, Peace is God’s Way,””

SCOPE Returns

BY DON MOSS -

BUTLER--Choctaw County isarural
county where there have notbeena great
many registered Negroes, But since
SCOPE workers entered the county last
June, almost half the Negroes in the
county have been registered,

After summer SCOPE workers left
Choctaw County at the end of August,
voter registration activity in the coun-
ty died down,

Three weeks ago, two SCOPE work-
ers returned to Choctaw, The local peo-
ple obtained a house for them in Lis-
man, They named it ¢“The Freedom
House,” Before the workers arrived,
local people did repairs, Now they are
buying furaiture,

The SCOPE workers and local peo-
ple are now canvassing to register the
other half of the Negroes in Choctaw
County, sothatChoctaw, Sumter, Wash-
ington and Marengo counties canelecta
Negro state senator next year,
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