














Negroes in U.S. History -- Chapter 5

Negro Women Took Part
In Struggle for Freedom

BY BOBBI AND FRANK CIECIORKA
FREEDOM! That was the dream of every slave. Not
just men, but women too. They dreamed ofa day when
they would be free. Harriet Tubmanwas sucha woman,

Born a slave in Maryland, Harriet escaped to the North
when she was 25, But freedom for just herself was not enough and soon Harriet

was heading South again,

She knew she wouldbe a slaveagain if she were caught but Harriet went back to
her old home, She led out her brothers and her old mother and father, The way

was long and hard, They had to travel
at night so they wouldn’t be seen, They
had to swim across rivers and much of
the way they had to walk, Harriet
brought them all to freedom, But even
that was not enough, There were still
too many of her people inslavery, Har=-
riet returned to the South 19 times and
led out over 300 slaves,

All the slave owners hated her, They
said they would pay as muchas $40,000
toanyone who caught her, But Harriet
was careful and never got caught, She
always seemed to know when there was
trouble ahead and what to doabout it, E-
ven in the middle of the night she seem-
ed to know which way to turn,

Sometimes she had tobe hard with the
people she was leading, Not everyone
was as strong andbrave as Harriet Tub-
man, If there was a baby in the group,
Harriet wouldfeedit dope, Thenit would
stay asleep andnot cry, Shealways car-
ried a gun withher, One time a man was
very tired, He said he couldn’t ge any
farther, Harriet pointed the gun at him
and said, ‘“Dead folks tell notales, You
go on or die,”” So the man went on to
freedom,

Sometimes Harriet led the peopleall
the way to Canada, There were laws in
the United States that said runaway
slaves had to be sentback to their mas-
ters, Harriet was a famous part of what
was called the ““underground railroad,””
The underground railroad didn’t have
trains or tracks, It wasn’t a real rail-
road at all, It was the name givento all
the people who helped slaves escape,

There were people all along the way
to the North who would hide slaves in
their barns and cellars, They wouldfeed
them and give them clothes, These peo-
ple hated slavery just as much as Har-
riet did, They helped runaway slaves
even though it was against the law, When
Harriet talked about the underground
railroad she wouldsay, “Inebber run
my train off de track and I nebber lost
a passenger,” And out of all her trips,
she never did lose anyone,

With the Civil War, itlookedlike sla-
very would soon come to an end, But
Harriet did not feel her job was done or
that the war was for menonly, She serv-
ed as a nurse on the battlefield and as
a spy for the Union army,

THERE WAS A slave named Isabella
who grew up in New York, She became
free when New York law freed all the
slaves in that state, She was avery re-
ligious woman and shebelievedinfree-
dom, One day she walked out of New
York City carrying a bag of clothesand
25 cents, She started to preachfreedom
all over the country, She changed her
name to Sojourner Truth, Sojourner
means someone who stays for only alit-
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tle while and then goes on, Sojourner
travelled, stopping here and then there,
and always talking about freedom,

She would tell the story of going out
to look ata wheat field, She saw the
wheat standing there sobigand tall, She
took ahold of the wheatand there was no
wheat there, So she asked God, “What
is de matter wid dis wheat?”’ And God
said, ‘“Sojourner,dere is a lettle wea-
sel in it,”” (She meant weevil,)

And then she would talk about the Con-
stitution and the rights of man, She said,
I come up and I takes holt of dis Con-
stitution and I feels for my rights but
dere ain’t any dere, Den I says, ‘God,
what ails dis Constitution?? And He says
to me, ‘Sojourner, dere is a little wea-
sel in it,?

Sojourner was a famous abolitionist
talker, Few of the many pecnle wholis-
tened to this tall, dark woman ever for-
got her,
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Negro Girls Convicted
Of Disorderly Conduct

BY JAMES P, WILLSE

TUSCALOOSA--TwWo young Negro
girls were found guilty of disorderly
conduct and fined $50 here Monday,
They also received suspended sen-
tences of 30 days at hard labor,

The girls, Miss Dorothy Corder and
Miss Edda Mae Smith, both of Tusca-
loosa, were arrested Saturday, Oct,16,
at the Greyhound bus station, after the
manager of the station’s lunchcounter,
Miss Mary Lou Sims, called police,

Miss Lula Corder, sister of Miss Do-
rothy Corder, was also arrested, but
was found not guilty by Judge George
Burns,

In the trial Monday, Miss Sims said
she called the police after the twogirls
sat at the lunch counter and refused ser-
vice from a Negro waitress, She said
they insisted on being servedby a white
walitress instead,

Miss Sims testified that thegirls
made ugly remarks about the white
walitress, Mrs, Norma Baker of Tusca-

Vote Together,
Says Rev. Lee

BY SCOTT DE GARMO

MONTGOMERY--It won’t be long be-
fore the Negro vote has ¢completely re-
structured’” the city of Montgomery and
put some Negroes in the state legisla-
ture, speakers told a Freedom Rally
here Nov, 4,

The Rev, Bernard Lee, an SCLC of-
ficial, told about 200 people inthe First
CME Church that Negroes now have the
power to “change things,”” if they vote
together,

He said Negroes must fight against
vote-buying and vote in a bloc, if they
want to make full use of the power they
are getting,

Mr, Lee said that when Negroes com-
plain about ¢¢the leaks and the rats and
the roaches and the overcrowded class-
rooms, what you’re saying is thatif you
only had a little power, things wouldn’t
be this way,”

“Well, the vote is that power you
need,” he said, ‘‘Negroesnow have the
power of 20,000 votes here, But let them
misuse this power,and we’llbe in worse
shape than we’ve ever been,”’

“I don’t care what anybody tells you,’’
Mr. Lee said, “we’ve got to vote in a
bloc, Whatthe dickens were (white peo-
ple) doing when they pooled their votes
for Gov, George Wallace??”’

Negroes now should pool their votes
against the Wallace Administration,said
Mr, Lee, a special assistant totheRev,
Martin Luther King, ¢“As muchas Wal-
lace has done to oppress us and bruta-
lize us and kill us, we owe him some-
thing,’” he said,

Mr, Lee said he knew Negroes had
sold their votes for money or gifts or
favors in the past, Now, he said, “we
have togooutand tell those whoare try-
ing to buy votes that there arenone for
sale,”

The Rev, Jesse L, Douglas, pastor of
the First CME Church, said he was
looking forward to seeing some Negroes
in the Alabama legislature next year,
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loosa, and then refused to leave until
she served them,

Judge Burns said angrily near the
end of the trial:

“] believe in the law, but there are
some customs that are stronger than
any law with me, In Tuscaloosa, Ala,,
you don’t sass the manager of a bus sta-
tion,””

The judge told the girls, ¢“You deli-
berately caused trouble when youcould
have walked around it, We have enough
trouble, Like an old colored friend of
mine used to say, ‘If youmind your own
business, you won’t have time for any-
body else’s business,’”’

He then found Miss Dorothy Corder
and Miss Smith guilty as charged,

Oscar Adams, the girls’ lawyer, said
after the trial, “The judge obviously
took the word of one white woman over
the word of two Negro girls,’” He said
he planned to appeal,

The girls testified that the troubleat
the bus station began the Sunday before
the arrest, when Miss Lula Corder and
Miss Smith entered the station to buy
some donuts,

Mrs, Baker waited on them, but, ac-
cording to the testimony, she was rude
and threw their change on the floor,

The next Friday, Miss Dorothy Cor-
der and Miss Smith returned to the sta-
tion, after canvassing for an adultedu-
cation program in the surrounding
neighborhood, They said Mrs, Baker
would not wait on them,

On the day of the arrests, the girls
testified, the Negro waitress offerad to
serve them while they were making up
their minds what to buy,

But by the time they were ready to
order, they said, Mrs, Baker had call-
ed Miss Sims, the manager, Miss Sims
asked the girls to leave, and called po-
lice when they refused.

Before the trial, Miss Lula Corder
described the arrest and trial as ¢a
whole bunch of nonsense,”” During the
45-minute trial, Judge Burnsshowed
irritation several times when the girls
exchanged smiles and sometimes gig-
gles,

Second Annual Tea

of the Montgomery County Coordina-
ting Committee for Registrationand
Voting will be Sunday, Nov, 14,1965,
at the ‘Elks Club on Cleveland Ave,,
from 4 to 6 p,m, Come and learn
about the new Voting Rights Act,

Mrs, Zecozy Williams, president;
Mrs, Katie Thomas, program chair-
man; Mrs, Bertha Smith, publicity
chairman,

BTW Eleven Wins

MONTGOMERY -- The Booker T,
Washington High School Yellowjackets
rolled up a big win last weekend in
preparation for’ the showdown with Car-
ver this Saturday,

Washington , now 6-1-1 for the sea-
son, stomped Mobile County Training
School, 32 to 0,

Quarterback Samuel Harris scored
one touchdown himself, and passed to
ends Edward Wimberly and Charles
Martin for two more, Robert Bailey,
sophomore fullback, went over for two
TD’s,

Booker T, is aiming for the district
championship. The Yellowjackets want
to avenge last year’s loss to Carver in
the City Classic, ’

SELMA--The Hudson Tigers put the
Little Tigers of Tuskegee onaleashand
walked them all over the fieldlast Fri-
day night infront of a Hudson homecom-
ing crowd,

Tuskegee looked twice as big as Hud-
son when the players charged on to the
field, And the Little Tigers quickly took

the lead withafirst-quarter touchdown,
But Hudson came back to score on a
30-yard end sweep and a 10-yard pass,
It ended 14 to 7--a big upset for a
happy homecoming,

DEMOPOLIS--The West End Braves
of York weren’t brave last week,

The U.S, Jones Blue Devils went to
York for a game, but the coach of the
Braves said .he'wouldn’t play, because
the Devils were too big, The game was
given to Jones,

This Thursday the underdog Blue De~-
vils were going to try to warm the hearts
of thousands of people in Demopolis City
Park by upsetting the favored Hudson
Tigers,

LISMAN .-- The Choctaw County
Training School Wildcats defeated the
U.S. Jones Blue Devils B team Nov, 4, by
a score of 20 to 7,

Also in Choctaw County, Marengo
County Training School defeated East
Choctaw High School by anoverwhelm-
ing score of 32 to 0, Marengo plays
CCTS thisweek.,
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