














Negroes in U.S. History --Chapter 4

Runaway Negroes Often
Became °‘Black Indians’

BY BOBBI AND FRANK CIECIORKA

IN THE EARLY days of the United States, settlers
sometimes used Indians for slaves. They did not make
very good slaves because they would often die when
they were kept in slavery. Also, they knew the coun-
try better than the white people. They could easily
hide when they ran away so thatthe white people could

never find them.

White people very soon found that Negroes made
much better slaves, They couldbeusedforyears and years, They could be treat-
ed very badly before the hard work wouldkill them, It was a strange land for the
black folk, Even when they did run away they were usually caught,

Some whites did keep Indians for slaves as well as Negroes, And even when they
weren’t slaves, Indians often lived near the white people, Whites usually treated
Indians in the same way they treated Negroes, So, Negroes and Indians were usu-
ally friendly with each other, Some Indians were afraid of the blacks, They called
them ¢devil-gods”, But often their hatred of white people made Indians and Ne-

groes friends, Many of them intermar-
ried so that Negro slaves had free In-
dian husbands and wives, Sometimes
they intermarried so much that whole
Indian tribes became partof the Negro
race,

When slaves ran away from their
masters, they would oftengo tolive with
the Indians, Negroes joined justabout e-
very Indian tribein the whole United
States, even the ones inthe far West, U-
sually runaway slaves lived with the
nearby tribes in the South, Most often
they joined the Seminoles,

Some of the Indians kept runaways as
slaves for themselves., But most of the
time the Negroes would live with the In-
dians, Sometimes they lived in separate
villages just like the Indian villages,
The blacks would become members of
the tribes, They would be warriorsand
sometimes even chiefs, They helped the
Indians by telling them about the white
people, When Indians had to talk with
whites, Negroes would often do the talk-
ing for them, Negroes knew more about
the white people and could talk with them
better,

THERE WERE MANY wars between
whites and Indians, Negroes would
sometimes help the Indians in these
wars, When the Indians won one of
these wars, they would killall the white
people they captured, They almost ne-
ver killed the Negro slaves, Sometimes
white people would fight wars with In-
dians just to get back runaway slaves,

Once, abouta thousand slaves took o-
ver afortin West Florida, It had belong-
ed to the British, They abandoned it af-
ter the War of 1812, The United
States government decided that too
many Indian raids were coming from
West Florida--which was not a part of
the United States then, So, in 1816, the
government sent Andrew Jacksonwith
an army to attack the fort, He attack-
ed and captured it, He sentall the slaves
who weren’t killed back into slavery,
Many Indians were killed too, That
started the first Seminole war,

The war ended in 1818, In1835,a run-
away slave girl who had married a Se-
minole warrior was caughtand sent
back to slavery, Her angry husband led
the Seminolesin an attack which start-
ed the second Seminole war, During this
war at least 500 Negroes were caught
and sent back into slavery, Many more
Indians were killed, The reason the go-
vernment gave for the wars was Indian
attacks, But the real reason for both
wars was to get back some of the slaves
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who had run away,

The Seminolesand the Negroes stuck
together, In 1839, when the Indians and
the government made peace, the Semi-
noles were sent to live in Oklahoma,
And the black Indians went with thered
ones,

Reprinted by permission from “Ne-
groes in American History--A Free-
dom Primer,’” available in book form
from The Student Voice, Inc,, 360 Nel-
son St, S,W,, Atlanta, Ga,

Copyright 1965, The Student Voice,
Inc, Text by Bobbi and Frank Ciecior-
ka, Drawings by Frank Cieciorka,

Plan_Appeal Tuskegee Students Vote Against
Taking Their Parade

In Rape Case

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--Walter Hendricks, an 18-
year-old Negro, was tried last week on
a charge of rapinga young white woman,

Hendricks admitted baving relations
with the woman, but he testified that she
did not resist,

The woman denied this,

And so the all-white jury found Hend-
ricks guilty, and directed the judge to
sentence him to 60 years in prison,

Now Hendricks’ lawyer, Clarence
Moses of Mobile, is appealing the con-
viction, partly on the ground that there
were no Negroes on the jury,

Moses said that ¢if Negroes had been
on the jury, the verdict may have been
different,’”’

Four Negroes were inthegroupfrom
which thetrial jury was chosen, Butboth
the defense and the prosecution get to
¢¢strike,” or eliminate, a certainnum-
ber of these men before the final12are
selected, The prosecutor struck all the
Negroes,

Moses said he would cite the Willie
Seals case in his appeal,

Seven years ago in Mobile, Willie
Seals was sentenced to death for the
rape of a white woman, He had been
found guilty by anall-white jury,and his
lawyer appealed the conviction for that
reason,

After a four-year legal battle that
went all the way to the U,S, Supreme
Court, Seals’ conviction was reversed,
because Negroes had been “systemati-
cally excluded” from the jury list in
Mobile County,

Moses also said, “It’s hard to re-
concile the severity of the sentence with
the evidence,”’

Hendricks said the white woman sub-
mitted voluntarily, She testified that she
had been drinking beer and vodka before
the incident,

The prosecution claimed that Hend-
ricks dragged the woman abouta block,
from her front porch to the fireescape
of a school, and raped her there,

Although the incident occurred a-
round 9 p.m, in a heavily populated
neighborhood, the prosecution had no
witnesses who saw or heard Hendricks
dragging the woman to the school again-
st her will,

MCHR Chapter

The first Southern chapter of the Me-
dical Committee for Human Rights has
been formed in Atlanta,

The new chapter was announced Mon-
day by Dr, William W, Stewartof Atlan-
ta, MCHR headquartersarein New York
City,
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MISS GWENDOLYN PATTON

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE--If the white residents of
Tuskegee want to see Tuskegee In-
stitute’s homecoming parade this Sat-
urday morning, they will have to visit
the campus,

The students reached that decision
after days of argument over the parade
route,

The Tuskegee City Council touched
off the argumentby inviting the students
to march and ride their floats through
the downtown business district,

But last Friday the students voted 306
to 155 to turn down the invitation,

Most of the students who voted against
taking the parade downtown gave prac-
tical reasons, They said the floats might
not stand up to an extra five miles of
travel,

But some student leaders were more
outspoken, Peter Scott II, editor of the

What Dothan Thinks

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
moderate stand, but I can’t put my
finger on any business that we have lost
because of it,””

Dothan voters elected Richmond
Flowers a state senator in 1954, and
supported him for attorney general
three years ago. But, said Drury Flow-
ers:

«] have noticed a change towards
Richmond right here in his own back-
yard, I honestly doubt whether he could
carry it in an election,

“Many people dislike his alignment
with Washington, but this dislike goes
deeper than politics around here,

“There are some die-hards who think
he’s for a lot of things he isn’t for,””

Another one of theattorney general’s
three brothers still in Dothan is Dr,
Paul Flowers, a surgeon,

“He is extremely popular here,’” Dr,
Flowers said of his brother,‘Heisun-
popular with the KuKlux Klan,but there
are not many of them in Dothan,” he
said,

“]amproudof the stand he has ta=
ken,”

Dr., Flowers said he had check-
ed around the state tofind out what peo-
ple think of hisbrother, He said he found

that ¢ they all love him,’?

Dr, Flowers said he was not sure
whether the attorney general would run
for office next year or not,

A Negro businessman in Dothan said,
“] would guess two-thirds of the Ne-
groes would vote for him, Heisnohero

here, but people like what heis doing,’’

Some people in Dothananswered with
a chuckle or a laughing ‘‘no comment?’
when asked what they thought of Rich-
mond Flowers, Some people in Dothan
have not heard of Flowers,

A Negro porter said that he lost a
prize on a radio quiz show a week ago
because he could not name Alabama’s
attorney general,

Flowers Speech

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

Flowers said that he would notbe in-
timidated by acts of violence, He refer-
red to an incident last Friday in Mont-
gomery, Two men stepped up to him at
the Lee-Dothan high school football
game, and while one shook his hand, the
other slugged him in the jaw, As a re-
sult, Flowers now has a bodyguard as-
signed to him,

“You can split my lip, youcanloosen
my teeth,”” Flowers said Sunday, “but
you cannot silence my voice,”

He told the Negroes, I know what it
means now to be held and hit, just as
scme of you do,”?

As the crowd cheered, Flowers si-
lenced them with a sharp warning that
¢¢if political leadership anywhere in this
state deprives you of privileges that you
think you should have, within a very
short time, YOU are going tobe toblame
for it,”?

“You must be your brother’s keep-
er,” he said, ‘Youmustgooutand or-
ganize your cities door-to-door and in-
dividual-to-individual, Everyone must
register to vote,””

Downtown

student newspaper, the Campus Digest,
said in a front-page editorial:

«The main protest against the down-
town parade route is that the invitation
is politically based rather thana sin-
cere plea for understanding and unity.””

He reminded the students that they
had not taken their homecoming parade
downtown for nine years, ever since
Negroes started boycotting downtown
businesses in protest against segrega-
tion,

The boycott ended a year ago, when
two Negrogs were elected to the city
council,

But Scott disagreed with the letter of
invitation from Mayor C, M, Keever,
The letter said routing the parade down-
town would ‘contribute very much to a
better understanding and unity of every-
one,”

. If the city really wants toimprove ra-

cial relations, Scott wrote, ¢¢it canpro-
secute the men whobeat Tuskegee stu-
dents attempting to attend church ser-
vices at the all-white First Methodist
Church this summer,”’

The Macon County Grand Jury last
month refused to indict any of ten men
allegedly involved in the attack,

Miss Gwendolyn Patton, who as
president of the Institute Council had the
final word on the parade route, said she
was glad the students voted the way they
did:

«The city council closed their pool
when we wanted to swim in itlast sum-
mer, Now they want us to demonstrate
unity by marching around downtown,”

¢¢] just refuse to let the Tuskegee In-
stitute student body be used as some
sort of public relations group to mend
differences,’” Miss Patton added,

Although the 500 students who voted
were less than one-fifth the total en-
rollment, she said she thought they
fairly represented student opinion on
the issue,

Mayor Keever said he regretted the
students’ decision, but would invite the
parade to come downtown next year,

He said he thought it would have been
¢helpful” for the students toinclude the
downtown area in their route, and would
have given Tuskegee a “better image,’’

«But that wasn’t the only reason we
invited them,” he said, “We want them
to feel a part o’ the city, because they
are, We enjoy having their parade,

¢“As long as people never get to-
gether, they don’t know muchabout each
other or have much interest in each
other,” he said., “But if the students
don’t feel this is the proper time, that’s
fine with me, We all have our different
opinions,’’
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