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Negro in U.S. History -- Chapter 3

Prosser, Vesey, Turner

Started Slaves’ Revolts

BY FRANK AND BOBBI CIECIORKA

Some history books try to make us believe that
slaves werec content to be slaves. Actually, ever since

there first was slavery

in the United States,

there

were also slaves tryingto be free. All through the days

of slavery, the white people

feared that the slaves

might revolt and fight backatthe people who mistreat-
ed them. White people wrote the books that said Ne-
groes werehappy. That was what the white people want-

ed to believe,

But slaves were not happy, They knew that trying to revolt was almost hopeless,
They had noweapons tofight with, White people had guns and whips, Even so, dur-
ing slavery there were about 250 slave revolts in the United States, The revolt of
the slaves in Haiti gave hope to many slaves who wished to be free, And it made
the white people in the South even more afraid,

In 1800, Gabriel Prosser, a slave, wanted torevolt, His plan was to gather fol-

lowers and attack the nearby town of
Richmond, Virginia, They wouldkillall
the white people in the town, Then they
would use the town for a fortandattack
other towns, One very stormy night Ga-
briel and several thousand followers
started for Richmond. The rain had
washed out the bridge so they couldnot
use the road, They planned to wait a
few days, But one slave told his master
of the plan and the people in Richmond
were warned,

When the slaves started out again,
they were attacked and caught, Gabriel
was hanged, Many of the white people
said that Gabriel probably would have
captured the town if the storm hadn’t
stopped him, They said the town was
poorly defended and the slaves out num-
bered the townspeople,

DENMARK VESEY HAD been born a
slave, He bought his freedom and be-
came a carpenter in Charleston, South
Carolina, Denmark loved freedom and
hated to see anyonebea slave, Heasked
all the slaves he met, #Don’t you want
to be free?’”” He would tell them about
the refolt in Haiti where all the slaves
were now free, He spent many yearsa-
gitating among the slaves, They all
looked to him for a leader, Then he
started to organize a revolt,

There were about 9,000 people in
Denmark’s slave army, He organized
them very carefully, The people he wor-
ried about most were the slaves who
worked in white people’s houses be-
cause they were Uncle Toms and would
tell their masters what the other slaves
were doing, Denmark was afraid that the
house slaves would tell about the revolt,

Just two days before the revolt was to
happen, one house slave did tell, Den=
mark tried to revolt anyway, but the
white people knew too much, They
caught Denmark and all the leaders and
hanged them The white people were
very scared when they found out how
carefully Denmark had planned the re-
volt, They killed many Negroes to make
sure none of the leaders were still
alive,

ONE FAMOUS SLAVE revolt which
worked was NatTurner’s, Natwasave-
ry religious man, He felt that God had
some great job for him to do. One day
Nat thought he saw a sign from God,
He decided that God wanted him to re-
volt, The county seat of Southampton
County, Virginia, was called Jerusa-
lem, Nat decided that he should march
to Jerusalem and kill all the white peo-
ple,

At midnight one night in 1831, Natand
seven other slaves started out, They
had a hatchet and a broad axe, First
they marched to Nat’s master’s house,
Everyone was asleep, They went inside
and killed the whole family, They took
guns and powder and set the hquse on
fire, They wenton all night, burning
houses and killing white people, As they
went, other slaves joined them until
there were 70 in the band, Finally they

rested, about three miles from Jerusa-
lem, Someone warned the people in
town, They came out and attacked Nat’s
band,

Nat and his men had to runaway, They
never got back together, They were
hunted down and killed, Nat hid in the
swamps and wasn’t found for about two
months, The white people killed many
Negroes because they were so scared,
They even killed some slaves who had
nothing to do with the revolt, Even
after Nat was caught and killed, the
white people were still afraid, Many of
them moved away and none of them ever
forgot Nat Turner and his revolt,

Reprinted by permission from¢Ne-
groes in American History--AFree-
dom Primer,” available in book form
from The Student Voice, Inc,, 360 Nel-
son St, S,W,, Atlanta, Ga,

Copyright 1965, The Student Voice,
Inc,

CARVER’S ROBERT FLOWERS LOOKS FOR A RECEIVER

Carver Whips Hudson;
Lanier Upsets Murphy

MONTGOMERY--The Carver High
Wolverines topped Hudson High of Sel-
ma, 19 to 0, last Friday in the high
school game of the week,

It was Carver’s homecoming, and the
stands were packed at Hornet Stadium
here as Archie Robinson led the Wol-
verines to an easy victory,

Robinson scored once in the first
quarter, Then, in the third period, he
uncorked a 5l-yard touchdown run for
Carver’s final tally,

In between Robinson’s touchdowns,
Arthur Pressley scored for Carver
from three yards out in the second pe-
riod,

Carver’s one point-after-touchdown
came on a pass from Robert Flowers to
Robert Randall,

In another big game here, Lanier High
upset mighty Murphy of Mobile, 17 to 0,
Friday night in Cramton Bowl,

Murphy had been undefeated and top-
ranked in the state, Going into the game,

3 Negroes Join
Eufaula Force

EUFAULA -- Three Negroes have
joined the city police force,

The three--William Hollins, Gralph
Paramore and Luther Henry Jr,--are
the first Negroes to work in the city
government,

All three are working on weekends
only, and keeping their old Monday-to
-Friday jobs, But they are working the
same number of hours and being paid
the same salary as Eufaula’s white pa-
trolmen,

Eufaula, which is about half Negro,
has 10 white policemen, Mavor E,H,
Graves said he expected to add more
policemen, on a merit basis regard-
less of race, as they qualify and as the
city can budget the money to pay them,

The appointment of Negro policemen
was one of several goals set by civil
rights demonstrators here last sum-
mer, But Mayor Graves said the de-
monstrations ¢“had nothing to do with
it.”

Although the police jobs are proba-
tionary for six months, Graves said he
expected the men to stay on the force,

‘“They’re doing right fine,’” he said,
¢“We’re right proud of them,””

U.S. Asks Vote Law Test

The U.,S, Justice Department is going
straight tothe U,S, Supreme Court toget
a ruling on whether the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 is constitutional,

Last week, the Justice Department
asked the high court to ¢¢affirm?’ the
constitutionality of the act--in other
words, to say that it was legal under the
U.S, Constitution,

SELMA RULING

Earlier in the week, Circuit Judge
James Hare of Selma had said the vot-
ing rights act was unconstitutional, He
gave that as a reason for a permanent
order stopping probate judges fromac-
cepting the names of people registered
by federal examiners in Dallas County,

A county circuit judge can not declare
a federal law unconstitutional, So
Hare’s opinion of the law was just that--
his opinion,

The federal government asked the
U.S, Supreme Court to stop Alabama,
Mississippi and Louisiana from inter-
fering with registration under the vote
law,

In all three states, decisions like
Hare’s have kept registrants’ names off
the voting lists,

This was only the 15th time in his=
tory--and the first time since 1949--
that the government went straight to the
Supreme Court, The court may or may
not agree to hear the case now, before
it goes through the lower federal courts,
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Lanier had only a so-so 3-3 record,

But the Poets’ defense completely
smothered the highly-rated Panther at-
tack,

The Speigner brothers--Danny and
Jimmy--starred for Lanier, First Dan-
ny kicked a 30-yard fieldgoal in the se~
cond period, Then in the fourth quar-
ter, Jimmy, a center, pickedupa fumble
and ran 55 yards for a touchdown, Dan-
ny kicked the point,

A littlelater, Danny recovereda Pan-
ther fumble onthe Murphy 26, He caught
a 17-yard pass that took the ball to the
five, and four plays later, he took a
fourth-down pass in the end zonefor La-
nier’s final TD, Then he kicked the point
again,

In other games here this weekend,
Catholic beat Ramer 34 to 6, Sandtown
High of Millbrook spoiled St, Jude’s
homecoming 14 to 13, and unbeaten Lee
smashed Phillips of Birmingham 36 to
14,

In running its record to 7-0, Lee pil-
ed up 397 rushing yards of total offense
--a real powerhouse performance,

MOBILE -- Homecoming continued to
be a jinx in Mobile last week, as Cen-
tral lost to South Girard of Phenix
City, and Blount was walloped 29 to 0
by St, Augustine of New Orleans,

The same St, Augustine Purple
Knights had wrecked Mobile County’s
homecoming the week before, But
Mobile County rebounded last week to
beat Magnolia of Moss Point, Miss,, 20
to 7.

Trinity Garden’s passing game my-
stified Austin 40 to 7 in Linden,

Negro Store Opens in Selma

SELMA--The B and P Supermarket,
an all-Negro business venture, tried to
open without any fanfare last week in
Selma,

“We figured to have a soft opening to
let the employees slowly get the feel of
their new job,”” said Edwin Moss, chair-
man of the store’s board of directors,

But the sneak‘opening on Oct, 21 didn’t
work, Hordes of customers invaded the
store from the very first day, and last

Saturday, one cash register showed
over 800 sales,

«Saturday really turned out tobe a
baptism by fire for the store workers,”’
said Moss. The formal ¢‘grand open-
ing*? of the store is set for this Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday.

Last week’s sneak opening came eéx-
actly five months after 25 Negro bus-
inessmen met in Selma and agreed to
Moss’ plan for the Negro supermarket,
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Y BANKING

DER ONE ROOF

Take advantage of all-around convenience in

handling your everyday money matters. Here—
at a single location—you can:

Enjoy checking account service
* Build up your savings

Borrow at low cost

Safeguard your valuables

...and make use of the many special facilities
—and the varied financial experience—available
only at a FULL-SCALE BANK such as ours,

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Tuskegee, Alabama

Super Market

The People’s Store

Griffin Ave, at Broad St,--Selma, Ala,

NOVEMBER 4-5-6

3 BIG DAYS PACKED WITH EXTRA SPECIALS

Door Prizes of All Descriptions

Loads of Free Food

Grand Prize--A Television Set

Shop at B & P every day and register for these gifts

THE STORE THAT BELONGS TO ALL THE PEOPLE
WHERE YOU BUY RIGHT EVERY DAY






