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y Problems in Lowndes County

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) Entertainment as you like it,

ted . “
. ° o sident of the Dallas County Voters League, are interested,”” Bass said, ‘‘because we 138 Monroe St
lrmlng am rove 1 g 1is. Dewltt said. the biggest 2F€ &l Waiting tofindout how extensive in-
emopolls, Dewitt sald, the biggest . o.o40n of the public schools will be,” Montgomery, Ala,

BIRMINGHAM--A ravenous fire toreout
the heart of Birmingham’s railroad ware-
house district Aug, 26,

Investigators believe the fire was de-
liverately set, )

Fire Chief John Swindle was amoéng 21
firefighters injured during the blaze,

Firemen said the flames “roared like
a freighttrain’” in minutes throughablock-
long cluster of old warehouses, Then the
fire leaped an alley and attacked buildings
on Morris Avenue, one block from the cen-
ter of the city,

Gasoline was ignited in two or three
places, investigators believe,

More than 300 firemen poured hundreds
of thousands of tons of water on the fire,

The blaze began in the vacant L&N sto-
rage house onRailroad Avenue at 2:45 p,m,
Two hours later it was under control,
but firemen worked until late in the night,

Thousands of spectators watched from
behind police lines and from tall buildings,
The heat downtown jumped from 92 de-
grees to well over 100 in minutes,

Sounds of buildings cracking and then
falling mingled with sirens, At least 20
automobiles were abandoned to the flames,

In adjoining railroad yards, engines

scuttled inand out, hauling long strings -

of freight and tank cars to safety, Bir-
mingham’s air, usually rated as the equi-
valent of four packs of cigarettes per day,
stayed smoky for hours,

Swindle sad the fire produced more
flames than any other in the city’s his-

Greensboro
BY O,B, GREEN

GREENSBORO--A white man’s car hit
a two-year-old girl Monday on Ward Street
in Greensboro,

One young Negro boy said that the man
ran him into a ditch on the same street,

The man was driving at a high rate of
speed and applied thebrakes approximate-
ly 20 yards before he hit the child,

The mother came out of the house and
grabbed the child in her arms, She took
her back into the house,

According to witnesses, the man said,
“That nigger ain’t hurt,”” smiled, and
drove off,

The child had several skinned placeson
her arms and legs and one big bruise on her
forehead,

One neighbor of the Negro woman said
that she saw the man, but she couldn’t
identify him because it all happened so
fast, Witnesses said the car was a 1964
Chevrolet, They gave police the license
number,

But police later said the license number
belonged to a 1956 Ford station wagon, not
a Chevrolet,

Qur first editorial:

tory.

And for a while, Birmingham residents
completely forgot about their usual topic
of conversation, Negroes and whites work-
ed together in trying to rescue property
from the path of the fire, (There are no
Negro firemen,)

A little boy in a red knit shirt said,
««This is the biggest thing that’s happened
since they turned the hoses on those
people,””

Opelika

BY KITTY PAYNE

OPELIKA--Sixty-six people were ar-
rested in Opelika Wednesday afternoon
for tparading without a permit’ as they
began a march to the county courthouse
to demand more voter registration days
in Lee County, The march was sponsored
by the Auburn Freedom League and the
Tuskegee Institute Advancement League,

Mrs, Willie Jackson was sadly disap-
pointed Aug, 23, when she was refused
the right to register as a voter at the Lee
County Courthouse in Opelika,

Gray-haired Mrs, Jackson explained
that she was turned away because she was
unsure of the exact year that she was born,
although she knew that her birthday falls

on Aug, 20, and that she is about 76 years

old,

Almost 100 other Lee County citizens
registered to vote Aug, 23, but 39 were
waiting in line when the registrars closed
the office at 4 p,m,

Fairhope

FAIRHOPE--About 30 parents met inthe
Twin Beach Baptist Church here Monday to
plan a protest against Baldwin County’s
method of desegregation in the public
schools,

The superintendent of schools sentalet-
ter to pareats with children in the first
through fourth grade, telling them that
their children could attendany elementary
school in the county,

The trouble was, the letter didn’tarrive
until two days .-before school started,

One man said that a few selected Negro
families had received their letters many
days before everybody else, “We’ve got
too many Uncle Toms over here, and
everybody here knows it,”” he added,

J.L, LeFlore of Mobile said, ¢It’s quite
clear tous that theboarddidnotact in good
faith,”” And then he explained the legal
steps that Baldwin County parents might
take, The parents agreed, and legal pro-
ceedings against the school board are be-

ginning.

A Paper for the People

The SOUTHERN COURIER is an independent newspaper,
Our only responsibility is to our readers, the people of
Alabama. And our chief concern is thecrucial problems
that confront Alabamians, We hope to provide accurate

information about these problems, and to supply a means
of communication for the people who are trying to solve

them,

The SOUTHERN COURIER is independent of its adver-

BY CURTIS HOUSE

GROVE HILL--On Aug, 16, about 300
Negroes went to Grove Hill to register,

The office opened at 9 a,m, and closed
at 3 p.m, There were only 107 registered,

At 3 p.m, the sheriff told the Negroes
that it was time to close, He 3aid they
should go home or somewhere else, but
leave the courthouse,

The Negroes refused toleave, The sher-
iff told told the Negroes to goonhome and
come back next month,

John Davis, one of the civil rightslead-
ers sald, “Stay where youare,?” The Ne-
groes stayed,

The sheriff arrested Davis for disor-
derly conduct and put him under a $200
bond,

After hearing of Davis’ arrest, the
people who were there decided they
wouldn’t leave without him, They filed in-
to the courthouse and telephoned the she-
riff that they didn’t want ¢Southern jus-
tice’” here,

The people refused to leave until they
were threatened with tear gas, Even after
that, some refused to leave and had to be
shoved,

More than 100 lingeredaround the court-
house, staging a light demonstraton until
Davis was released,

Marion

4 BY PATT DAVIS
MARION--Many Negroes started shop-
ping this week at Goldblatt’s dry goods
store and the Yellow Front grocery store
for the first timesince last February,

Marion Negroes had been boycotting
these stores, as well as most of the other
white-owned stores in town, because they
did not hire Negroes or did not pay Negro
employes the minimum wage,

Last week Goldblatt’s hired a Negro
clerk,

The manager of the Yellow Front gro-
cery store agreed tohire three Negroes--
two to start work at the beginning of this
week and a third tostartasastock clerk a
week later,

' He agreed topay them $1,25 and hour and
time-and-a-half for overtime,

Negro leaders said the boycott would
continue against the other white-owned
stores in Marion until they, too, hire Ne-
groes in jobs that rate at least the mini-
mum wage,

Employers Want Experience

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
ter jobs in large numbers until they begin
¢screating jobs for themselves?’ by owning
and operating their own businesses and
factories,
Then, he said, they can get the experi-
ence necessary to work for anybody¢

Read

/

tisers, of politicians, of dogma, and of any particular

group or organization,

Negroes alike,

There are certain basic principles in which this news=
We believe that all men are entitled to
the equal protection of the laws and to equal justice in the
courts, We believe that all men are entitled to equal ed=-
ucational opportunities. We believe that the interests of
all people are best served by a democratic system of

paper believes,

We will point out merits and de=-
merits wherever we find them, treating whites and

government--and this means that all men, regardless of

race, color, or creed, are entitled to the right to vote.
With theseprinciples in mind, the SOUTHERN COURIER
cannot ignore the fact that most of Alabama’s Negroes
are denied these basic equalities.
- publish information to help erase the injustices of segre-

gation and prejudice.

Therefore we will

Another major problem that Alabamians face is the

change from a rural to an industrial economy. Such a
change is painful, especially for those citizens who are

* Buy it every week

forced to leave the land but cannot find their rightful

place in the offices and factories of the cities, This, too
is a problem which the SOUTHERN COURIER will

examine,

#* Or subscribe

Education and politics are also under new pressures

in Alabama., While the state is trying to expand and im=-
prove its school system, only 101 Alabama Negroes attend

school with whites. In politics, the state is beginning to
show signs of two-party activity, This change also de-

serves our attention,

While the SOUTHERN COURIER tries to fulfill its

responsibilities to its readers, we hope that you, the
reader, will feel a responsibility towards us, This is a
new paper, experimental in many ways. And part of the
experiment is to create a newspaper that responds to the

needs of its)readers,

JIf you have ideas and criticisms that will help us pro-
duce a better paper, by all means write us a letter or
tell your suggestion to your local SOUTHERN COURIER
reporter or representative.

A donation of $5 to the Southern
Educational Conference entitles
you to a one-year subscription
to the Southern Courler, if you
Uve in the 11 Southern states,

A donation of $10 will bring you
a year’s subscription if you live
elsewhere in the U,S, A $25
donation entitles you to a one-
year patron subscription,

If you know of a story that

should be reported, let us know about it, Our only purpose
is to serve you, and only you can tell us if we're doing

the job,

problem in getting the number of students
required for the schools was ¢‘a general
apathy in the white community,’”

“Back in June,” he said, ‘‘there was a
lot of interest in such a school, but the
sentiment is a little bit dormant right
now,’’

In Marion, where Marion Academy will
be starting on schedule, fewer students
have enrolled than the directors had ho-
ped,

The problem, according to L,G, Wal-
ker, county superintendent of public
schools, has been *a widespread belief in
the community that the school is just not
practical from a financial standpoint,”

The difficulties in establishing a pri-
vate school in Lowndes County have been
slightly different, according to Ray D,
Bass, president of the school foundation,

““We just don’t know how many parents

Liberty Amendment

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)
mined-looking Women for Constitutional
Government and men representing various
rightist organizations,

The ¢Liberty Amendment?’ is an emo-
tional resolution that seeks repeal of the
federal income tax, among other things,

Most of the senators knew the amend-
meinl was ridiculous, Senator George Haw-
kins, of Etowah County, said the amend-
ment favored “destroying your country,’”

“You are not going to give in to this, I
think you have more integrity,”” he said.,

But the House had “given in’’ and passed
the resolution by a voice vote, and the mo-
tion to bring the Liberty Amendment to the
Senate floor passed by a strong majority,

If a vote on the resolution had been re-
corded, it would have passed the Senate,

But Lt, Gov, James B, Allen decreedan
end to a mid-morning filibuster over the
resolution and postponed discussion until
7 p.m,

By that timea behind-the-scenes agree-
ment had been made, and the amendment
was quickly killed in a voice vote, Since
it was a volce vote, nobody knows how any-
body voted,

Senator Hawkins said he was indignant
that conservative smear newspapers
¢scould intimidate this august body,’”” But
if no one had thought of the voice vote,
that’s exactly what would have happened,
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In Lowndes County, like in other coun-

ties, the private school has had very little
help in its plans from the county public
school board,
Sald Mrs, Hulda Coleman, Lowndes
County superintendent of educa.lon:
“They have their little red wagon to pull,
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~ Eugene Patterson

An Admirable
New Newspaper

A group of college students led by

Harvard's Peter Cummings came South this

: summer to put out a weekly newspaper (at 68

Electric Ave. NW, Atlanta). They brought a hard discipline instead

of easy conclusions and so their first issue of The Southern

Courier will bore and disappoint those conditioned readers who

take their civil rights nourishment from hallelujah pamphlets
or hate sheets.

But their beginning Is both admirable and remarkable. They
actually are trying to see the racial revolution whole. They are
writing it dispassionately and well. They are not trying to thread
up a magazine or television story line, or race newspapers to the
stereotyped crises. They are simply moving around, primarily
in Alabama. and writing down what thev see.

They have a good ear. * ‘Tear out a sheet of paper {rom
this book. Annie.' (said a voting registrar in Margeno County).

“The ‘Annie’ made her glance up quickly. She started to
speak but changed her mind. The registration went slowly on.”

They let these things fall naturaily into their stories, as
naturally as any Southerner who is used to it. *‘Sheriff T. Wilmer
Shields admitted using tear gas on his prisoncrs (inside the
Linden, Ala., jail). ‘l only used one or two squirts—just enough
for them to raise hell about it,’ the sheriff said.”

They withhold judgments and leave it to rcaders to have
their own feelings about the Lord's Day scene outside the Baptist
church in Tuskegee: "On July 4, Miss Altonia Baker, 20. was
slapped a number of times by a woman from the congregation™
with whom she had tried to worship.

There was the quote from an elderly Negro, Miss Julia Knott,
after a cotton-dusting airplane sprayed civil rights demonstrators
standing in front of the First Baptist Church in Eutaw, Ala. The
spray burned her skin *'real bitter,” she said.

Such sceneanare reported incidentally. Those who see nothing
newsworthy about this way of life can read right over them
because they aren't pointed up by accusing fingers. These kids are
simply reporting.

And David R. Underhill's report on the strike of cotton
choppers in the Mississippi Delta is perhaps the best balanced
thing yet written about it. He knows that even if the Negroes
win the strike theyv will, “'in the long run, probably be no better
off."” Machines are replacing them anyway.

Rut the planters don't like the suddenness of the change. A
union and $1.25 per hour would turn the plantations into larms,
the bosses into emplovers, and the darkies into independent men."
And most of the Negroes hesitate ‘because theyv, like the planters,
are affaid to lose their way of lile . . . It shelters them from
responsibilities that independent men must accept . . It 1)
secure poverty . .. A union . . . is asking them Lo take the risk ol
“eing free men.”

EUGENE PATTERSON, Editor



