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Greenville

BY HENRY CLAY MOORER

GREENVILLE--Elmore’s Five and
Dime store was picketed by seven local
people last week, Negroes said lack of po-
lice protection led to several violent in-
cidents, but police said protection was pro-
vided,

Local Negroes claim that John King,
manager of Elmore’s in Greenville, has
refused to follow the Elmore chain’s po-
licy of non-discrimination,

The Negroes say Elmore’s in Green-
ville does not employ any Negroes, al-
though 40 to 50 per cent of its business
comes from Negro customers,

King said Elmore’s did not discrimi-
nate:

¢“We take job applications without re-
gard to race, creed, color, religion or
what have you, I’m going by the law--I
guess I’m the only one in Greenville, It
takes a little time to work things out,

¢We can’t hire just anybody, They’ve
got to be qualified,”

Last Saturday at noon, R,B, Cotton-
reader, Lynn Kilgore, Joanne Jones (alo-
cal person) and John Harris had an audi-
ence with King, They said the meeting was
very unsatisfactory,

During the conversation, they said, King
continually referred to Negroes as
“boys,”” ¢girls” and even‘‘niggers,’® Ac-
cording to members of the group, he told
them, ‘“You are not the federal govern-
ment, so you can’t tell me what to do,’?

The group asked King to hire three Ne-
groes, They said their request was met
with unfavorable response,

¢ told them we were going by the law,
and there was no discrimination against
them,” said King,

According to the demonstrators, this is
what happened next:

At 3 p.m,, seven local kids, led by 19-
year-old Charles Chatham, began picket-
ing Elmore’s,

Three minutes later, Cottonreader and
Harris, coming from the Western Union
office, were chased by three white men
armed with knives, They said police looked
on, but did nothing, Both managed to es-
cape,

Then the whites began togather ina mob,

Cheatham went to a phone to call a car
for the civil rights workers, And there he
was attacked and kicked in the stomachby
three white men,

The mob had grown tremendous--pro-
bably 400 now, There were five regular
policemen, and about 20 civilians who had
been picked off the streets and given bad-
ges, helmets and guns,

A car of state troopers, the sheriff
and his deputies, the chief of police, and
Elijah Poole (of the famed Poole family
of Greenville) were also present,

With all this law, the demonstrators felt
they had no protection, and left the area,

Police Chief E,B, Stafford said it was
¢not true’” that his men did not protect
the demonstrators,

¢They had protection from the time they
got there until the time they left,’” he sdid,

TUSCALOOSA ELECTION
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE)

and land developer, said:

¢“My sojourn into local politics is over,
I don’t think I’ll ever run for anything
again, I have six children, I owe them
something, too,”

In Tuesday’s run-off, Vvan Tassel kept
his job by beating Campbell, 3,494 votes
to 3,059,

RED BELL CAFE AND POOLROOM

Entertainment as you like it,

138 Monroe St,
Montgomery, Ala,

* Space Stamps *

Are you interested in space-philately?
The next 7-plus covers, cacheted, com-
memorating only the major U,S, space
achievements for $5,00 deposit, Includes
subscription to the EXPLORER, space-
philatelic newssheet issued monthly, Se-
parate 11-issue subscription $3,00 mailed
anywhere in the world, SPACE CRAFT
COVERS, P,0, Box 2296, Huntington, W,
Va,, 26724,

The chief said he was not aware of any
violence resulting from the demonstra-
tion:

“The claimed there was, but I couldn’t
find any,”

Montgomery

BY GLORIA GERMAN

MONTGOMERY -- I picketed Moore?’s
store last month, I was picketing this
store because the proprietor slapped and
kicked a Negro woman,

I felt it was my duty as a Montgomery
citizen to do something about this,

About 12:30 p,m, July 28, I was ap-
proached by the assistant chief of police,
D,H, Lackey, He asked whether or not I
was going to leave,

I told Chief Lackey I was out to ac-
complish something and that I intended
to reach my goal, He said, “I didn’t
ask you that, I asked whether you were
going to leave or not,”?

I told him, no I wasn’t, Then he put
me under arrest, I was then taken to the
county courthouse, where I was put ina
detention home, I spent five hours alone
in my locked room,

I thought the outside world hadforgotten
about me, especially my mother,

At about 6:30 p,m, I heard the boys’
counselor opening the door,and he brought
in my three best friends, I was relieved a
little, but then he said, “If you girls sing
and disturb Mrs, Hall, then you will be sent
upstairs to the county jail,”?

We sang, and were sent upstairs, I
didn’t mind going upstairs, but there
weren’t any beds, and they turned theair-
conditioning on you, We weren’tprepared
for that,

We sang until 3 a,m, that morning,

The people varied, Some were curious,
and the others just didn’t care whether or
not we were there,

The second time I went to jail, on July
30, was nearly the same as before, I
stayed until the morning of Aug, 1,

The experience in jail was one I’ll ne-
ver forget, I am willing to go again if
necessary,
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Luverne

BY ROBERT LEE STRINGER

A few weeks ago, two Negro youths,
Jesse Salter Jr, and I, sought jobs at one
of the town’s leading stores, the Piggly
Wiggly.

After days of repeatedly comingback to
the store for the decision of the manager,
we were finally told by the manager that
we didn’t pass a test which he had given,

After this incident, Negroes began to
spend their money where Negroes were
employed,

After this went on for approximately a
week, the manager of the Piggly Wiggly
reconsidered and requested that the two
¢“boys?” come back and re-take the test,

This time we passed, but were told that
we had to wait our turn because of several
other applications that were, according to
the manager, ‘“ahead of?’ ours,

There is a Biblical passage whichreads,
‘““Ask and it shall be given, seek and ye
shall find,” We asked, but was it given?
We sought, but what did we find?

There too is another Biblical passage
which reads, ¢“The Lord helps those who
in turn help themselves,”?

To me, this passage seems logical, It
reminds me of a story an old neighbor-
ing farmer used to tell during his many
engagements in friendly conversation and
general debate, He said:

¢If 1 just sit and pray to the Lord day
in and day out for a bountiful crop, . ,just
pray for fine fat hogs and cows, and don’t
never move a lick to plant no seed or
throw an ear of corn or two to the cows
and hogs, . .come harvest time, although
I’ve prayed--and- plenty hard, too--I’ll
still be in the same shape I was in back in
the spring of the year,”

It seems as if we the Negro citizens of
Luverne and Crenshaw County could easily

fit ourselves and our conduct into the story
related by this farmer, We’ve been doing
an awful lot of praying, but not enough work
to substantiate our praying,

How many storesare therein our ¢¢fair??
city where Negroes are employed in the
same capacity as whites?

How many Negro city councilmen are
there, or for that matter how many Ne-
gro firemen?

Friends Remember Daniels
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Daniels had been working in Lowndes
County for about three weeks,

After he came down for the Selma march
in the spring, he stayed in Selma through
the first week of May, went back to school
in Cambridge, Mass,, to take his exams,
and returned to Selma at the beginning of
July,

While in Selma, Daniels worked mainly
‘‘to open up avenues of communication,’”
according to a Catholic priest there, ¢ He
was so likable that he had no trouble get-
ting to know anyone,’’?

In Selma, he had a fair amount of con-
tact with the white community, but when he
started working out in Lowndes, he felt a
difference,

‘‘He mentioned to me,’”” said one of his
best friends in the county, “that the white
people are cruel and ugly, He said every
time you look at them, they have an ugly
look on their face,”?

‘“John wasn’t blinded by religious love
for everyone,” said a SNCC attorney who
worked with Daniels, ¢“He saw his function
as a minister working to change things,”’

Daniels decided to become a minister
in 1959, after his father died, He grad-
uated from ¥irginia Military Institute at
the top of his class, spentone year in gra-
duate school at Harvard, and then entered
the Episcopal Theological Seminary in
Cambridge,

He would have finished his ministerial
studies next June,

Daniels  loved working in Lowndes
County, and was planning to move out there
from Selma for the last month of the sum-

mer, He also wanted to come back to the
county again next summer to work with the
projects and the people he enjoyed so
much,

‘““We’re all just shocked,” a Negro
schoolteacher in the county Sald, “‘We felt
like he was one of our family,”

FATHER MORRISROE
Father Richard Morrisroe, the 26-
year-old Catholic priest seriously wound-
ed in the shooting, hadn’t had time to be-
come part of “the family” in Lowndes

County,

He had participated in the Selma march,
but he arrived in Lowndes County only
three days before he was arrested inFort
Deposit,

‘““He was a great guy,’” one SNCC wor-
ker said, “We just wish we had had
more time to get to know him better,”?

Back in Chicago, where Father Morris-
roe was an assistant pastor at a predo-
minantly Negro Catholic church, people
came to his church to pray for his re-
covery as soon as news of the shooting
spread,

‘““He was an extremely dedicated young
man,”” said the Rev, Edmund Burke of
Chicago, *“He was loved by the people
for his dedication,””

THOMAS L, COLEMAN

Thomas L, Coleman, 55, the man who
has been charged with first-degree mur-
der in the Daniels shooting, is a member
of one of Hayneville’s most prominent fa-
milies,

His father, Jesse Coleman, was county
superintnedent of schools, and his sister
Hulda Coleman, now holds that position,

His friends say he is not the sort of
person who would shoot someone,

“He is respected in the community,»
a deputy sheriff said, ¢‘He laughs and
jokes a lot, I'd call him a friendly per-
son,’’

‘“He was not the kind to lose his mind,
and let things get away from him,” an-
other friend said, “No one really knows
whether any anger was there or not,”

TUSKEGEE--More than 50 Alabamians,
Northern students, civil rights leaders and
professional  journalists--Negro and
white--gathered at Tuskegee Institute last
weekend for a journalism conference spon-
sored by the SOUTHERN COURIER.

SOUTHERN COURIER editors, repor-
ters anddistributors from Auburn, Mobile,
Tuskegee, Marion, Greensboro, Green-
ville, Troy, Birmingham, Gadsden, Eutaw,
Selma, Montgomery, Luverne, Prattville
and the Atlanta office met together for the
first time,

It was not a conference of speeches, but
of questions and discussion, Meetings were
held in a large circle, and talk continued
in smaller groups long after the formal
sessions had broken up,

Eugene Patterson, editor of the Atlanta
Constitution, participated'in a conference
session on press coverage of civil rights
activities Saturday night,

Afterwards, he took part inaninformal,
wide-ranging discussion over Coke and
potato chips with SOUTHERN COURIER
staffers and other journalists, The talk
session did not break up until the early
morning hours,

Much of the discussion at the conference
was about the kind of news the SOUTHERN
COURIER should print. One reporter
asked whether the paper should print a
story critical of a civil rights group,

Ken Fields of Troyanswered, “If you’re
right, you’re right;ifyou’re wrong, you're
wrong, If you find the facts, print them,”

The conference participants also dis-
cussed the importance of givingboth sides
of a story, .

O,B, Green of Greensboro said that
‘‘people don’t think about what they readin
a newspaper, If they read someone’s go-
ing to the moon, they just believe it,”

Sunday morning’s discussion was about
how the shcoting of Jonathan Daniels and

BY WILLIAM W, STEWART
M,D,, F,A.C,0,G,
DEAR DOCTOR: What about cancer?
CANCER HAS always been one of man’s
most dreaded diseases, But doctors now
are realizing that most cancers canbe cu-

Coleman Shoots
As Rights Group

Nears Grocery

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
there to meet them when they got out,

After the freed demonstrators were or-
dered off jail property, said witnesses
to the shootings, they waited a block away
for a ride back to Selma,

After 20 minutes, four of them--Daniels,
Father Morrisroe, and two Negro girls --
decided to go across the street to buy soft
drinks at a grocery store,

Witnesses said that as the group ap-
proached the store,Coleman stepped out of
his car and shot the two clergymen,

Sheriff Frank Ryals said that Coleman
had gone down to the store to answer a
complaint about the singing and picketing,

“We weren’t demonstratingatall,’” said
one of the Negroes who was close to the
shooting, ¢“We were just standing around
because we didn’t have any place to go after
jail,”?

‘“Fever is at a high pitch,”” said one
prominent white resident of Hayneville, He
said that white people feel they are
being ¢‘pushed up in a corner and step-
ped on,

“I think it is a strong resentment for
these outside people, combined with a
lot of frustration over the encroachments
of the federal government,??

Thomas Coleman may have felt more
personally threatened by the movement
than others, His sister, Hulda Coleman, is
superintendent of the Lowndes County
schools, which are to be desegregated this
fall for the first time,

“She was upset?? said a white man
who knows the Colemans, ¢“and I know
it was on his mind,”

White residents of the county said they
wouldn’t stand for the advances of the
civil rights movement now, any more than
they did in March, when Mrs, ViolaGregg
Liuzzo was shot on Highway 80 in Lown-
des,

“This has been expected for a good
while,” said & white man who lives in a
large brick house in Hayneville, ¢“If they
continue this thing it will happen again --
maybe not here, but somewhere,??

Now that Daniels is dead, the Negroes
in the movement are more determined than
ever to reach the goal he helped set for
them,

“We ain’t going to shed a tear for John,”
sald Carmichael at the mass meeting,
¢¢’cause John is going to live in this county
« « sWe ain’tgoing toresurrect John, we’re
going to resurrect ourselves,?’

SNCC has brought in 11 of its ¢toughest,
most intellectual?”” staff workers from all
over the South to work in a two-week
crash voter-registration program,

SILVER
MOON
CAFE

Lyon St.
Demopolis, Ala.
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Doctor Says:
For Seven Cancer Signals

Keep Watch

red if discovered early enough, There-
fore you should:
*Have a yearly examination by your
doctor,
*Be able to recognize the seven dan-
ger signals of cancer,
*Check with your doctor immediately
if any of the danger signals appear,
These seven danger signals are:
UNUSUAL BLEEDING or DISCHARGE:
This means any abnormal secretion from

any part of the body, especially the body

openings,

A LUMP or THICKENING IN THE
BREAST or ELSEWHERE: Cancer of the
breast is the most common cancer among
women, It can also occur inmen, This sign

also applies to any change in a lump or
thickening that has existed for several
years,

A SORE THAT DOES NOT HEAL: This
applies to any type of sore regardless of
its location, Although an ulcer is techni-
cally a ¢“sorein the stomach,” if it does
not heal normally, there is a good chance
it may be cancerous,

CHANGE IN BOWEL or BLADDER HA-

BITS: This may be in the form of either
constipation or diarrhea, Somethmes uri-
nation may come too frequently or nota
all,

HOARSENESS or PERSISTENT COUGH:
These signs are too often passedoverasa

“smoker’s cough’” or a ¢change in the
weather,’”” But when they persistand don’t

seem to respond to any remedy, beware of
cancer,

INDIGESTION or DIFFICULTY IN
SWALLOWING: These are often the first
signs of cancer of the stomach, smallbowel
or esophagus (gullet), X-rays will probab-
ly be necessary to make the diagnosisand
the treatment may involve surgery,

CHANGE IN A WART OR MOLE: These
changes include darkening (pigmentation),
growing, becoming sore or bleeding,

A common type of cancer, and one which
can be easily prevented, is cancer of the
uterus in women, This type of cancer can
be detected by the ¢“Pap test,”

Finally, periodic dental examinations
help your dentist to detect any conditions
which might lead to cancer of the mouth,

the Rev, Richard Morrisroe should be
covered,

Reporters David M, Gordon and Edward
M. Rudd explained what they had done the
day before to get the story,

Patterson commented, ¢“The man in
Hayneville is like the Negro rioter in
Watts (Los Angeles), He can’tunderstand
what’s happening around him and he can’t
do anything about it, so he shoots,”

A feature of the conference was the Sat-
urday afternoon softball (some called it
stumble-ball) game, One side was leading
the other 23 to 2 when a peace treaty was
signed,

Professional journalists at the confer-
ence included Neil Davis, editor of the Lee
County Bulletin, and reporters from Life,
Newsweek and the Alabama Journal,

Representatives of civil rights groups
included Junius Griffin, SCLC press set-
retary; Julian Hall, Alabama NAACP field
director, and Barbara Brandt of SNCC,

Miss. Clergyman
Helped Negroes

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
First Unitarian Church of Jackson, last
winter, Last year other white churches ir
Jackson were having Negroes arrested for
attempting church integration,

Mr, Thompson’s congregation has about
a half dozen Negro members, Itis the only
white church in Jackson that any Negroes
attend regularly,

He was ahead of his time in not fearing
open friendship with Negroes, The night
he was shot, he had driven John Frazier,
president of the NAACP Youth Council in
Jackson, to Lynch Street, He has helped
shepherd many Negro as well as white vi-
sitors around Jackson,

He was ahead of his time inofferingas-
sistance to the Council of Federated Or-
ganizations (COFO), hated by most white
Mississippians, Civil rights workers re-
member that he came several times to the
old COFO headquarters on Lynch Street,
to offer housing, food, money or informa-
tion,

Friends described Mr, Thompson as a
soft-spoken man, shy and gentle, He wears
rimless glasses,

Mr, Thompson comes from Terre Haute,
Ind, He attended Tufts University, Harvard
Divinity School, Meadville Theological Se-
minary and the University of Chicago, In
the 1930’s he was a labor organizer,

When Mr, Thompson came to the Jackson
church two years ago, he did not plan to
concentrate on race relations,

But he wrote this week in the Unitarian-
Universalist News,a mimeographed news-
letter he sends his congregation:

¢¢Although the minister had intended to
concentrate his community action in the
field of mental health, the needs of the
reorganized Mississippi Council soon be-
came paramount,’”

Mr, Thompson has worked hard as vo-
luntary secretary for the Mississippi
Council on Human Relations, one of the
very few bi-racial organizations in the
state,

He has tried to overcome the fear that
white Mississippians have of meeting with
the Mississippi Council, Mr, Thompson
persuaded white moderate clergymen, edi-
tors, and some business and professional
people to attend integrated meetings of the
Council,
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